





CUR POSTBAG

Dear'Sir,,

May I reply to the remarks on your page by our Chairman Mr. J.V.
Clarke in the issue of the 31st July.

His appeal, nay demand or was it an order, "to attend the meeting
and vote in favour," was in my opinion an afront upon the 1ntegr1ty of
club members.

However I feel sure that Mr. €larke will depositat the door of
the meeting any weapons of persuasion he may possess therehy allowing
members of all shades of opinion (and nore) to reach a conclusion by -

“use of informed reason and sound debate.

A brief comment on points raised by the article is warranted 1f
only to allay any misconceptionm, and puttlng on guard, any of our
menbers who are unaware of, nor in possession of a copy of the
constltutlon instituting the Liverpool Catholic Ramblers Association.

Para, 1 IT IS A RADICAL PROPOSAL to remove a principal.

Para. 5 Tt is not an "outdated rule", such as could be said for
the rules appertalnlng to Leaders Duties, Members conduct.
'etc. :

Para, 3 "frlendship......between various churches" The proposal
does not qualify fellow Christians. - The term Non-Catholic
inplies no religious affirmation, even anti Catholic.

Parg;4;5 & 6 I would not expect my friend to allow me to be confronted
. ‘with a rejection from his club door beoause I was a
Gatholic,

Para. 8 Conflicts with the Proposal i.e. Part 1{b) 2nd paragraph.

Sub Committee proposals are usually endorsed by the General
Committee.

Thank you in antlclpatlon of publication dear editor, God bless
you and your work.

W}A. Potter
Dear Pete, .

I should like to reply to Mr.lclarke and his committee who
strongly recommend the membership of the Liverpool Catholic Ramblers

to vote in favour of non~Cathollcs belng admitted as Associate Members
of the Club.

I, too, am in favour of the Ecumenical Commissions work (Chrlstlan
Unlty) but I am also in favour of retaining the Club as it is now for
Roman Catholic Ideals., It is one of the few places where Catholic
can neet Catholic and be quite certain of this fact and this situation
has been the forerunner of many a Catholic Marriage.

I an not aware that the ideals of the Church regarding marriage



have changed, They still prefer Catholic to marry Catholic, whilst no
longer preaching fire and damnation in respect of a mixed marriage.
One of the prime reasons why the Catholic Ramblers was founded was to
enable Catholic to meet Catholic and thus give every opportunity for a
Catholic marriage. I wonder whether the committee have lost sight of
the above mentioned reason why the-club was formed, Perhaps the ideal
of marrying a Catholic 1s not ags important to them as it is to their
elders. S

I'd like to know their views on this aspect, bearing in mind the
fact that as we live in a Non-Catholic country the law of averages
already mekes it very hard for €atholic to meet Catholic without the
comnittee making it harder. - Perhaps they are victims of so called
"LIBERALISM" and prefer "watered down" Catholicism., If this is the
case then they have fallen from the high standards set by their predecess=
ors. DBenediction-Rambles and Rosary at Brownlow Hill were part of the
successful format in those days.: -

T understand that Non-Catholics have already infiltrated the ranks
of the Club, and I wonder if this motion is a move to.-get a Red Faced
Committee off the Hook by making the position legal. If this situation
is true, I'd like to know who authorised a blind eye to bé turned without
first consulting the membership officially. It seems to me we are now ’
trying to close the stable door after the horse has bolted.

I also understand that one of my friends has been embarrassed on
more than one occassion when he has been on holiday with a party of
"Catholic -Bomblers". He thought he was in the company of a 100%
Catholic Ramblers group, and only found that he wasn't when it was
time to go to Mass. (He reckoned the Non-Catholic element would have
preferred the ‘Catholics to have missed Mass and got on with the activities)
Also when they told people that they met that they were members of the
Liverpool Catholic Ramblers, the Non-€atholic element showed pained
expressions on their faces at such a revelation.

It should be remembered that the offspring of past members will

one day graduate to the ranks of the Catholic Ramblers for all the

same reasons and opportunities as their parents, If the motion is
passed, the above mentioned opportunities will no longer be clear cut
The present committee will have thrown out all that the Club stood for
in the past, if they continue to go in the direction they are heading
nowy they will have failed to uphold the standards so capably carried
out by their predecessors and we will be lef't with Jjust one more run=-
of-the-mill rambling club, Its identity will be lost for ever.

Is this any way to repay the stalwarts of the mst, Without thenm
we- would not have had ¢ Tatholic Ramblers to join. Are the committee
going to throw it all away at one go? " '

f oot 2 vou succ~~? i+h the mntiﬂw, is Jlis @race the frnchbishop
of Livewpoon foualiy 0 comvanwe to oo Proside...?

to those who want it as it is. »Also_remember the Catholic Ramblers



is for all ages, not just for the 20-25 year olds.

The Ramblers have graduated to new modern? Club rooms and bar,
As T said in my letter to Frank Mullin they have members with great
initiative who have brought many innovations to the Club, but right
now they are in danger of going through the barrier and the point of
no return - in fact complete oblivion. Ls Frank has said he is
anxious to avoid two very distinct classes within the Ramblers. “which
it seems (to me at least)is happening now" (Frank was referring to
Family and Junior Sections, Ed.) Well soon he may have at least three
classes. HHe goes on to say, "I do not think a change would be for
the good, but (Famlly Sectlon) support for other activities would
create a better 2}l round atmosphere." On the one ‘hand Frank is
dictating one issue - no change, on the other the Committee is :
dictating the motion - change. It strikes me the Ramblers conmittee
officers Jjust want to do what pleases them. They are not prepared to
care for the feelings of the older members or prospective older merbers.
FProspective older members will not join, because they now know what
to expect. There should be a spirit of give and take, a wish to care
for a broad range of people and their interests. - By doing this they
would get the people pulling together. Is it any wonder that there is
"TWO VERY DISTINCT CLASSES WITHIN THE RAMBIERS", and whilst the
present committee members proceed to go their own sweet way not oarlng
about anyone else, there is no reason why the Fanily Section should
feel disposed to taking part in their outside activities,

The gap between "The two very distinct classes" will get wider
whilst we have a comnittee hell bent on destroying the Catholic
Ramblers. DBe it on the committee member's conscience should their
motion succeed to allow Non-Catholics as Associate Members.

If you want a genuine "Gatholic Ramblers" then vote against the'
motion and send the oommlttee to ‘their task of building their New
Club elsewhere.

ro.

Yours sincerely

Johry D. McGuirk.

* ¥ X X

I regret to note that recent correspondence to the committee on
the "admission of Non-Catholics" issue, has been accompanied by
criticisnm and personal attacks on the Association Chairman Mr, John
Clarke, following hlS article in the Newsletter on the subgect

On such occasions as this when a major constitutional ohange'is
envisaged, it is essential that the committee make known its views'
for the benefit of members particularly when the proposition comes
fronm the committee itself, It can only convey these views through it's
Chairman and the article concerned was for this purpose in order that
members night be informed of the issues involved,

It is a statement made on behalf of the committee expressing
their main sentiments on the subject, They take full responsibility
for its content and personal CrlthlSDS of the Chairman are totally
nisplaced,



. This, in itself, nakes criticism of John rather iniquitious, but
I should add also that discussion in corriittee on this subject was not
in any way instigated by hime The matter was raised in cormittee as
a result of a feel:mb that a long standing problenm should now be
regsolved one way or the other, The Chairman, therefore, was obllged to
allow time for ample discussion in committec and conducted.the.ensucing
debate most adnirably and fairly, The result of that debate is the-
prop081tlon now before nenbers, but may I say’again-its production is
the responsibility of the committec as.-a group in exactly the same
way that its dewtiny w1ll be the respon81b111ty of the nenbershlp as
a body, : :

Let us by all neans criticise, therefore, if we feel the<neé@'to
do so but let it be directed to .the right quarter,  Fortunately the"
L.CsRoA, is a thriving democracy and this rust ensure that criticism
- can never be justifiably .levelled against an. 1nd1v1dual in the conduct

of its affairs, - -

C. Dobbin

Dear Sir,

" With reference to the Editorial by our Chairman John Clarke in
the last issue of the newslétter and the letters replying to 1t 1n
this"issue, I would likc to add ny corments,

, The.Editorial,in ny opinion,expressed the feelings of the Chairnan
and the Committee (including nyself). The proposal was not a sub-

omnittee decision, but was nade at a special nceting of the General
Conmlftee after ruch discussion, -

The writers can rest assured that the Chairnman will be inpartial
at the important meeting on 1lth September, but until that date he
is entitled (and indeed should) express his own opinion in an endeavour
to have this notion, which he and the Committee believe to be fair,
passed.

Do Kenna

Dear John,

I don't know who was res@onsible for sending ne the July newsletter
but it was nice to hear about the doings of the ramblersa,  Thank thern

Lo v R A s A

expresged 1n your €UlTOY1lAal DUL CLOULU 1 CAPLTDD b LOW LOLLuuvavisw vas
the proposals. : :



First I hope that when there is a vote that it will be a secret
ballot, This would remove any suspicion that the nmembers felt in
anyway coerced in expressing their opinion, Secondly has any thought
been given to the type of najority needed to have the anendment passed,
I inagine neither side would be satisfied with a narrow majority.

My next point pay appear to be too hypothetical but should deserve
some consideration. Is there any idea how many non-Catholics would
be likely to join., I imagine that at first you would have:quite a
flood of them then it would peter out which leads to two considerations,
1) Would “he Mona be big enough, but nore sefiously 2) if the Associate
Menbers grow to more than - say half ~ then~the Committee may feel
that it is unjust to deprive them of a say in running the club when
they pay full fees and participate and support the Club as mmuch as
(nore than?) Full Members, ~Té avoid this situation arising a'limit
could-be introduced i.e, "The number of Associate Members shall be
linited to half the number of Full Meumbers" or soncthing similar,

I also feel that to keep the fine atnosphere of the Clﬁb sone
nention ought to be made that non~Catholic members have to be known
and sponsored by a Full Mcrber {or two?)

It night also be a inice! gesture to tell the Archbishop of the
intending change (perhaps you have) and inquire whether in the light
of such a fundanental change in the congtitution he wishes to continue
as Patron, :

s I suspect that this rule is one~that has been with the Club since
the beginning, In those early years nmixed narrieges were actively
discouraged and an Association which brought young norriageable
Catholics together would naturally get the support of the clergy

and bishop, Today nixed narriages receive less condermation but there
still are problems, perhaps nore, now that society is to a greater
extent less tolerant of religion than in the past. If, however, the
Archbishop continues as Patron this will aid your cause. :

Well thats all on that subject. I hope I haven't been labouring
the obvious and that the points raised are of some help, In any case
1 hope' everything works out for the best interest of the Club.

I was in London for the day recently and called in at Brompton
Oratory and on the notice board there was an address of a London
Roman Catholic Ranbling Club which I thought you might 1likc tc have.

St. Francis of issisi Catholic Rambling Club,
Mr, V.J. Lawrence,
3 Crowborough Road,
London S.W, 17

It might be of interest to any nerbers who nay nove to London,

Well this letter has gone on long enocugh so I will bring it to a close,
My very best wishes to one and all in the Club,

Yours in friendship

Tinothy



Dear Mr., Editor,

While not wishing to reply at length to Mr, McGurk's letter, I-
feel that it is ny duty as a comnmittee nmember to point’ out several
instances wherc he seens to have been nis-inforned,

First, the decision of the committee to hold ths special neeting
on 11th Septenber was not taken on the spur of the noment after the
discovery that several non-Catholics had "infiltrated" the Ramblers,
There have in fact been non-=Catholic '"members" for at least 8 years and
probably longer.,  Most of the cormnmittee (few of whon are under 25)
were well aware of this when they were democratically elected last
Septenber, Far from being a sudden decision "to save face" it is a
question which has been raised repcatedly over the last few years.

An S.G.M, on this very thene was held in 1971, but the majority was
not sufficiently large to effect the constitutional change., Last year
a lot of time, paper and energy was spent on t¥ying to obtain the
views of other Catholic Clubs, This year seweral priests have been
consulted for their views; a special committce neeting was held to.
discuss this question alone and the questimmhas also been discussed

at general committee meetings several times., It has been given very
careful consideration and has been voted on by all of the comittee,

Secondly Mr. McGurk scers to have beén seriously nisled
regarding the behaviour of our non-Catholic "nembers" on club we'-~1s,
I have been on nost of the weekends organised over the past 3 years
and far fron trying to discourasze the Catholics from attending Mass
it has becen ny experience that the non-Catholics have frequently
acconpanicd us to Mass. They have also atte 72d “he e-wal oacec <one
of the non~Catholics have ceven come on rctreat witn us. Strange wuen
that they should seen cribarrassed by the association with a Catholic
Club, ' '

As a comnittee we are all proud to be nmembers of the Liverpool
Catholic Ramblers; we feel that we have a faith that is worth sharing
with others, How can we possibly hopc to shape it by barring non-
Catholics from our society?

Yours sincerely.

Lesiey-Roberts
Vice Chairman,



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

9TH OCTOBER 1975

Notice is hereby given that the 49th Annual General Meeting of the
Associatiom will take place at 8.30p.m. on Thursday, 9th October
1975 in the lanx Suite of the llona Hotel, James Street, Liverpool::

Members wishing to submit resolutions of any kind for this Annual
General Meeting should ensure that they are in the possession of
the General Secretary not latér than SEVEN days prior to the meeting.

Daphne Kenna,
General Secretary - - 2 Shawton Road,
Liverpool L16 6AU..

QUR
ANNUAL MASS

will be held in the

BLESSED SACRAMENT SHRINE
Clayton Square, Liverpool

at 11.30 a.m.
on

Sunday 28th September 1975

On this occasion.we ask you to remember all our members,
relatives and friends, especially the sick and deceased.



EATHERLAM 6th July '75

There were approximately 37 people waiting for the coach for the
Weatherlam Ramble with still some more to pick up en route. (Pity we
could not see that number every week) It was a really warm sunny
day. Vhen the coach arrived we got a shock for it looked too small.
/e stopped for Frank Johnson, Dave Newns and Pete lfulhall on the East
Lancs. Road but as the coach was full they had to use Frank's car.
The leader decided not to stop at the motorway cafe because of the
long queues and so we carried onto Ambleside where we stopped at a
cafe, with tables outside, for a pleasant lunch break., After lunch
we all boarded the coach and the driver was kind enough to let Dave,
Frank and Peter stand. ¥e reached our destination and with Lesley
Roberts leading the 'B' walk and liike Bradley leading the 'A' we set
off. There was a slow incline passed a farm and sheep and we stopred
a little way up for a ten minute break while Lesley studied a lotorist's
Guide to walks in the Veatherlan area. Ve carried on up to the cairn
on the top of the hill where we had a view of all the surrounding
countryside. Ve stopped while Lesley gave us information on all the
different mountains around and photos were taken. After about 20
ninutes we started down the hill towards Lake Coniston walking down
towards Grisedale Forest as loved by Richie Cannon and his magical
nystery tour. We came to a lake where we had a sit down, Some of the
girls started to paddle, while Bob Banks, who was wearing a swim
costurme, took a dips As he went passed Diane, she got soaked from
the backwash, It was now getting late so we started back up the
path enjoying a pleasant walk back down to the Lake Coniston and into
the village where we found an icecream and drinks shop. As we were
all thirsty it was very welcome. Then a wash and change before the
'A' party came back, they had a hard walk but enjoyed it. The coach
started off for our pub stop at Milnthorpe and we gave Frank, Dave
and Pete a 1ift again, with the extra weight we just made the hills.
/e got to the pub but as it was rather crowded some of us went across
the road until the queue died down, then came back to the strains of
Jinmy Shand and his band which seens to be a feature of the places
Back on the coach and back to Liverpool, although it was small it was
a very reliable coach. Ve arrived in Liverpool at two minutes to
Eleven which was very good tine.

Thanks to Mike Bradley and Lesley Roberts for a very nice walk,
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SCHOOL HOWLLRS.

. OQur School Teacher fricnds arc nOW’ccmlng to *he end of their long
Summer holiday and no doubt they are anticipauing another -
frustrating 12 months. - Ferhaps you would like to share some of
their frustrations from last year.

" Cacsar entered Rcme wearing a coral reef on his head."

" the Remans had_hopped to capture what we now call Scotland.”
~( obviously “drinkers of Kangaroo Juice!)
Q. What is Rabics? Answer:- "Jowish Friests,
. Qe Why did Christ ridc into Jerusalem on a donkey
n;”BbCﬁHDC he was tired."”

Q. Name an organism which moves freely around its habitat.
A, " An oak tree," ( Think of that the next time you go rambling
o through a forest.)

" People should stick to a regular diet ctherwisc they beccme
(1) blind, (2) deaf , (3) dumb!

”.Sollds differ from liquids because a solid can be thfown but a
liquid-can only be t' swn " it is in a container! "

" The melting point of water is 3130° ¢, "
" The Amazon Basin is situated on the river Nile "

"You can tell cellos from basses because ccllos are always sitting
down but basses are standing up."

- From a- Schgol’ reporbi- " Jeln must learn to contrcl her pencil. !

o e

From a Farent's letter:-
T e " Please excuse Mary's absence, she has

been suffering from bouts of consciousness,'



TWO SCOUSERS. IN STRASBOURG

18th July - lst Lugust

Many ramblers will recall two former members, the French girls
Jose and Martine who during last year's stay here as "assistante"
teachers constantly attended the Club’s activities, maklng nany friends,
before returning hoce. :

I hope therefore thot thls report of the holidey of Dave Holden
and nyself in France with Jose, will be of general interest.

Jose lives in Strasbourg, France, close -to. the Rhine and Germany
and it is also the home of the European Parliament. She arranged our
flat accommodation and having just passed her driving test, had her
fatherts office car atr our disposal for sightseeing and rambling., - .

Jose was to meet us at Strasbourg station but our. train arrived
lete at 4.25 a.m. The ticket collector said she-had left! ‘e therefore
hired a taxi and 10 minutes later anxiously rang her bell feeling -
shattered after a 14 hour trip. £ sleepy Jose cane down to greet us
and we slept until Hldduy then told her news of the ramblers over -
dinner, :

Fach day Jose; our guide and chauffeur, drove us to visit very
pretty places in her nutive region of Alsace, also. Lorraine und Gernany.
Ve visited the ancient Cathedral of Strasbourg, in which I attended a
sound and light performance, the European Parlianent and then toured
the city by boat. Various open-air shows were held at night including
a strange sport of what can only be described as nautical jousting on
rowing boats; a jouster being positioned on a raised platform at the
rear of each boat.containing 10 oarsmen from different towns. ‘

Ve took food including a tin of corned beef. ‘/hen some of this
was left over, Dave and I were horrified one morning to find Jose
had fed this to an adopted stray kitten she called "Moggy".or "“nggynette".
After this affront to English food, we obliged all French visitors to
samnple Dave's "good English tea" which everyone 1liked "beaucoup".

Jose threw a party one night but Dave's electric shaver was no
good and none of the barbers would shave him without also cutting his
already short hair. Happily, a borrowed razor had him clean shaven
just in time for the party! Then we demonstrated "The Bunp" dance
which delighted all the French guests who wanted to try out this
unkowr: dance for themselves.

However, when invited to an Egyptian evening at a Collepe where
visiting Egyptian student girls performed the belly dance to the
delight of male observers, we made a hasty retreat before they invited
us to “join then! h - R

One of Jose s rambles took us up 1nto the lovely forest-~covered
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centre., S5t. O0dile really lived. She was converted 1O LArlstlanity,
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according to the’ story, aftbr galnlng her 31ght and uhe founded a
convent at the mountain top. On arrival we found a priest on stage
~--singing -self-written religious pop songs interspersed with 1little .
sernong, before large crowds. ©So impressed were we with his singing
gestures and tuneful songs that we all bought his- records, the proceeds
of which go to charities abroad. i

Vie saw the Gerndn death camp of Struthof which is kept- today
exactly as during the war, and guldes explain tc tourists what
happened there. TFrench people take their children, usually once, ta
show then how horrible war is and a relative of Jose suffered there
before the Anericans liberated the camp in 194, the day before his
execution. L ;

Hops and grapes are widely grown and the large roofed houses Qf
the sleepy villages are bedecked with many flowers. Of the places in
Germany we visited, I liked the University town of Heidelburg the best.

" T was allowed to drive Jose's car back to Strasbourg and found
it strange driving a French car but got back home safely with everyone
singing "In my Liverpool Hoene" and (nervously) smoking.. Jose is ' still
nervous when joining motorways and complalns of other drivers "sleeplng"
on the road. ’

When her parents returned from holiday they laid out a dinner
for us, inviting the neighbours who had & teenage son Pilerre and
daughter Anne. They were both coning to England to study Engllsb and
were glad of the opportunity of conversing with us. /s Anne was very
attractive I enjoyed our conversation and was sorry when the evening
ended (although we did not relish the Morrocan mint tea that they

served us).'

To thank Jose for a wonderful holiday, I gave her a Tom O'Connor
L.P, as a souvenir of the Liverpool Scousers and on our final evening
we treated her to & superb restaurant meal before saying goodbye at
the station.

Richie Cannon.

......

_EQE.JE';_ZEI_E'- .+ George and Freda Skillicorn's Walk. Meet at the Chorley
Markct Car ‘Park at 12-30 for a 1 p.m. start,

Sept.—l9th.... Cur ‘Anhual General Mceting will be held at the Ngylor's

Tt house, 114 Moss Lanc, Maghull, This isn't a closed
reeting for bommlttep members sc please make the effort
to attend and contribute your ideas to the running of
the Secticn,

October 5the ... Tony and Mollie Hache! s Walk, .

S
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THIS AND THAT,

FOR THE RECORD:- The fixtures of the last .k wecks produced the
following figures.

20th, July........ Ponytrekking cancellcd, Car Ramble organised

to Moel Fammau. - 14 Ramblers.,
27th. July........ Crinkle Crags. 3,
3rd. August...... Cader Idris. 35

(very hot day 88°)

1

loth' Aug‘lsto ®oe o0 HOW&I‘th. » 17.

USELESS FACT No. 342. Did you know that a handshake was originally
a sign of distrust - you immobilized the

other mansright hand in case he might club you over the head. If he
was left handed it was & case of hard cheese (or hard club).

CONGRATULATIONS to John Wheeler and Marie Mulholland who were
- married on 16th. August. .

WELCOME to_ ..... James Church and Ann Hartley our latest new me: bers.

DML N DL NN NN MM N MMM
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RAMBLING DLARY.

)

>

7th. September sviiiveveesssis  Striding Edge.

1hth. September svicevieseresss @@ﬂmuaMmm."
21St. SEPtembEr veeeevecseessss Cnicht.
28th. September ...eeeceercoses Annual Mass at’ the Blessed -
Sacrament Shrine, Clayton Square.
11.30 a.m, 4n afternoons ..
orienteering will follow in Delamere Forest.

S5the October.ee.eeeececeees sooe Greatv Whernside.

8p.m. on Thursday 11th.September. £5 depositi- -










