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e!HRIS.TlVIAS! \ What a wonderful word 5 one that 
brings instantly to the :r:1ind a vision of joy· and 
recoll ection of happy days gone by . .· Pa r tics, pa pe r 
pre s ents, puddings and t he ' parsons nos e '. 

ha ts, 

Spirits · rj:se (while thos e of anot her kind flow down) 
ordinary dail~ ~ orrios di sapw ear (to be r epla ced by sooe 
of a financia l cha ract er) a nd fri endline ss a nd goodwill are .·· 
ext cmde~ to .all a nd sundr y , friend a nd fo e alike . 

But what an a b.u sed word is 11 CBRI S'I' l-·:IAS 11
o We find 

it t a cked on to· t ho windows of eve ry shop t h~t ha s anyt h ing 
at all to s ell, f r or::1 Soap Powd~r t o Shov els ." ! hav e y 0t 
to s oe it .. on ·a Church wind ow where~ st r ange l y enough 5 it 
ha.s ev er y. ri g.ht to be? a dvsrti s i n g tho t rue sou r c o of our 
"HAPPY CHRISTMAS 11 • 

:. .:. ··~ ... . -- ·-· _. ·-·· 
I wa s r ec.oll ecting 11 t he days gono by". Wha t of 

our futur e hap pine s s ? Gla r antoo it by first g;Lving due 
il l a c e to Our Lord an d His Bh;s sed Mothe r on t his r.10st 
appropria t e . occ a sion. 

B E S T W I S H E S TO 

y 0 u A L L A N D M AY y 0 u H A VE 

A R E A 1 1 Y HA PP Y C H R I S T M A S 

AN D ·· A 

M. C. 

.. . : .. 

P R 0 S P E R 0 U S 

doOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoO 

Iili~JlEStIMENT s 

N EW Y E ·A R u . 

WASHERS UP 
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Jee .28th. 
T::i.n. 4th. 

Christma s Pa rty 
L. Bassett. 

Socia l Sub~~~~~~~~~~ ; 
A. Bowden. M. Ke.enan & M. Kuenan,/ 

II 11th. 
ti 18th. 

B. Potter. 
Fancy Dr e ss. 

M. Lamb. B. PeagrarJ & P .Murray 
v. Callaghan. J.C a ssin & J .Tulbot. 
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HARWARDEN WOODS. 

·1. c • 
. G R A N .D 

1 9 5 5, 
C H R I S T M A S 

P A R T Y 

WILL BE HELD AT 

C L . U B ROOMS . 
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N G S 

WEnNESDAY 28th DECEMBER, 1955 

.TICKETS . · 

2./ - d 
Including . Refreshments 

F U N F 0 R A L L ., 

-o-0-o-
. I· 

20th November, 1955. 

It 11as a briGht arid sunny Sunday morning as twelve ramblers 
crossed on the Ferry to Birkenhead en route for Harvmrden Woods. 

Alas, on . ?rri ving· t here we found that we had one hour to .wait 
for a bus., so we spe.nt ·the time in the 1Tfriendly 11 asmosphere of a rail-
way buffet. We then had an uneventful journey to Queens.ferry; Alight~ 
ing there, conveniently ,near a cafe, we entered in true C.R.A. fashion . 
but as the cyclists had t aken over we decided to have our sandwiches ' in 
H-a r warden.-We·eds . We .set off and aft-er · a :: f-evr=-==y-ards brc!-ncned O-ff"" a-c'I:o-os~r 
country. This was where our r amble bec ame really 'stile' ish.. The 
p leasant route over the fields of ·vulow Manor eventually led us through 
a Church-yard and on to the Woods. We walked quite a· distance t hroug h 
these picturesque -~oods and soon found a nice spot in which to e ~ b. 
Here the Leader a ttempted to poison a f ew of the members with nis 
specially brewed coco a . Around this spot we r e hundred, .of sapling · f 'irs 
and Christmas trees. Very tempting, but we p a ssed on, our trombonist 
in front, which a ll made us think of Robin Hood a nd his Merry Meri. 

The weather had lived up to its promise of the morning as we walked 
on to Pwlow and thence . to Pennyford but as we turned back to Queensferry 
it began to g et dusk -and it was rea lly dark as we s a t down in a l arge 
f ield to eat our tea . 

Refreshed· and rested, we journeyed through · a stilf dark 
cemetery a nd then a cross the fields. · This was r a ther a hazardous 
job in the da rk, especia lly ove r stiles where there were no fences to 
hang on to. · · · 

B·ack in ·Queens ferry, refreshments· we~e taken in a nice little 
cafe and we were soon on the bus and homeward bound. At Birkenhead we 
found that we had just mi ss ed a bbat so we entertained ourseive~ ~nd 
a ny unfortunate people n ear enough to he ar with. ' mu::;ic from .a ·now broken . 
t rombone. · · 

T.hank you very much, Len, for . a .really enjoyabl·~ r amble. 

~ . . . ' 
· ' .... 

11 BROWN BOOTS 11. · 
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Our day began: WhQh we caught the Preston bus 
which eventually arrive.d, by devibus means, at its 
destination. A: snack was ouch appreciated before 
another bus took us. to Greg~on Lane via. Brindle. Then 
whe n Bernard 'had located his rucksack and ·r etrieved 
his collapsible cup, we set off across tte fie lds. 
We didn't know -how slim we were until it came to getting 
through some of those stiles . ! , ,· 

· A stop for food was requested by tho far.o.ished at the 
back, · and we watche d with interest while June 

/'. polished off a t .rifle.. Som:: lo ca~ children eviden~ly 
. r thought we wore the strangest things they: d seen in · 

. ' days - pity there wasn't time 'to pass round the hat. ! I . . 
· I I ( ·· · · · ··: . · 14 
~l ! , . Going through one fi~ld . !'fe 9udclenly noticed 4- · 

,,, ·< . ., ./ young bulls positioned round the .ga.te ·for which we 
/\_, , _____ ._ ' w_ere heading and ta.king rather .an unhealtqr interest 

i ,··~· .. : ·' f in us. Bob proved hioself th(; he ro of the day by 
t · · · • waving his rucksack at the f:r;iski est while we 

'~ scranbled over the gat e. We yellod to the rest of the ,, 

1 
I 
! 
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I've always thought tha t the Club looks 
oore noroal on Crazy Nicht and the large 
crow~ lo oked .r eally at hone on the thirtieth 

Until the interval we were .really sano but then 
Bernard start ed tho L1:lcky Dip dance and those 

left dug f a st and fur'ibusly .into the s ack to find 
sorrn-.thing r easonably we'ar·able·. · Only ono highly 

organised and a past ' naster at the gane could have found 
the r a the.r tiddly titfer · tha t ' Al Whitefield .wore. Mary Sn ith 
flatly refused to wear he r first find and in sp·ite of 
Cyril's advice on how ... to 1 it r, finished up .with a nost 

unusual brac el et. Pal;l.linc lo oked rather n eat as a 
refugee fror.::i Lanc e Grove Courts qu,t, as _her shorts 

..... _ were about six sizes too small, ~ :;rwr quickstep was 

I
I '· -.. , ,., _ not a 1 thing of beauty' nor 1 a jSJY :forever 1 • 

~ \ Some wer e then elio inated by_Q±ossing tho 

I \...' '. I River. Ref er ee s were ruthless and even 
\ / _ a tiny paddl 8 was grounds ,f :o.r be ing 

/ A i, \ .... ;. / _, bthr
1

ownd .. out: Evonthua
1
1Tby, ·• J3op -:?:1?-d.·:Ma br-ytwon 

\ 1 v ·-\ , / · y ea 1ng in a w ea ~ arrow, race-, - u as 
\ -. .,,/ ./ Bob scraped along on: hi? +16se for the last few 

· . . __.!.,,./ f eet after Mary had tl;1rowh his f ee t in his face, 
I think he won in spit e·1 of his partner • 

. .. 
. · \ - \ , T-he Statu.o_W.altz, :was. US 8-d . .;l,S a n excuse for 

\ gi\'.'ing away tho· v aluable prizes . They were a 
\ \ - . miserable lot. You hadn't to sn ile or show · 

. \· your t eeth and ,June . a nd Mary a cting a s ·Shock troops 
· \ to (raise a laugh 1 had a -v er y thin< tioo. · -_ (Si]C s ets 

: , were st ill unrec over ed a t tho end of the ovElni};).gJ · _ 
I / The more imp ecunious aoong us -we.r e e liminat9~g. W:tien .. ,· ... 
j pennie s had. to be pyt betw:en coupl es ' for.effe~d~. ·'rhtLs._· 1/ wc:-s nade easi~r when the coin had to re s~ between fet:l:_al_e 

I ctnn and oal e rorehead. . Mr. Ba ss ett, with sea~rnnab,l ~ 

/;

l generosity, offered a fully paid up insurance policy/.~ -:-
1 / a s afety pin. The bottle of co gnac each for Bob 
/ and J ackie Ca ssin turned out . to be two chocolate 

- ..... 

! / /___.....--- '. · liquers. Having r ead so far I'm sure you'll 
/ /" \ r ealise that the pl a que of Queen Victoria, was A ... 

}1// - a penny add tha't· the birthday si e;net riI?-g for ~~ ·._.7-
.-. . - Harry O'Ne ill was a key ring . - The Squi·res ·• 
', r·.. .-'' / \ vis~tor who very honestly adElitted that he .A. I 
\ 1 ..... ) .r hadn 1t paid· his l/(}~d paid up anq got his · I - ............ 
\~· \ ,. .. ) · 

1

\ .. . __ P~iz e and · I 'b ot he lost on the ~~~~:.. ~~-
\ .J• Whil e ·o_n ,a bout crazyrie.ss' our Fancy ·Dress 

___ , Danc e is to be held on Wednesd~y- <18th· January. 
_ . . ..__ We 're ·haying it early so that the f e st.ive spirit 

will still be a round. Do ·nake an e ffort . to b e in 
costuoe:~ . They' re gr eat -fun when ev erybody partakes. 

· -The·. Christr.1a s Party ,which is announced elsewhere 
in ·this Newslot ter,should be r eally good. As a 

change froD the Radiogranri1e and to give us a wider 
chbic e of r.msic, a thr ee piece band will play,and 

~n ext:ension has been granted us ·until 11.JO. p.n • 
. You _ can:1~t say your Social Sub.isn·rt trying - and I don 't 

'tJ.ean ·trying J 

/ i • -. _,, .. , .,.. /con+d...-· ·. / "1 ·:":' ) 
·--- .L-- · ·- - · - "'/ I ,,. - -- -. 7->' ·-- .. ..,,.,. , __ ... . .,,,,,_'-·p-· ~. , l' . ,., , ,.. <.... · . ..;::::: _. , . , .- :Si: 
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We would r enind you tha t the s a l e of 

I 
Tick ECJ ts a t the Socials is not a llow ed unless 
permission of th.e Comnitt e e is obt aine qi. a nd anyone 
b e ing give.n pe rmission the name of t he s elle r a rid 
the c au~ e will b e announc ed by t he M.C. 

./ i 
(' ... 

. ' . ,..,.-;: : .. 
' \;/ 

· /;" 
. f 

~\t:' 
The Socia l Sub a re a t teopting t o ma ko an · (7 .~.i: i 

.. earli er sta.'rt of the Socials, but without Club J1 J 
M b . . t .!',/ // em e rs c o- qpe r a ion this i s i opQs s ible, so \ N/ . 

.pleas G come a s ea rly a s you. c an . ,, .r i 
\\ /// 

!/ . 

,·~, l fl: ·" ' . ·The Sa turday Night Social a t tho Tennis Club · 
proved to bo a SUCCOSS a nd a notl1,c r On8 i i? be i I1g 
he l d in J a nua r y . Thi s .will b e a nnb.unc ed 

. ,A 
. . ~· . 

" in tho C.l~b Rq.Gm . . 
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PE RSO N AL 
·.~f 

..;.. ___ _ 
I I 

~r We r egr e t to hear of t he rec en t death of 
t he Mothe r ·of Miss · Peg gy To e s. A Ma ss is be ing 
offe r ed. · 

= - - + 

+ + + + + + + + + 
FANCY 

D R E S S 
+ 
+ 

+ + + 
+ + + + + + ++ ' 

~ C ~., 

= - - = 

We have been a s ked by .The Socia-1 _Sub to ~-. ·\o bring The Fancy Dr es s to y our n otice , this is oi ' . ) 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 18TH ·Which is not so far off i} 
so pleas e get cra cking with your ideas. Usua l \ll 

prize s will be given for topic al'.ity, origina l . . ity) ,'1 . 

a nd hmnour etc. - the field i s wide l ets hav e 
y ou all in costune no spoil s ports . \ . 

\ .1 
~I 

Mark Walsh ha s ~ br ought t o our notice .t he publica ticn 
of the Knights of St. Colur1ba 1 s bo ok called · 1., l/r' 
COLUMBA a nd for thos o who a r o tnt er e sted the '· .. 4 
publica tion ca n b6 order ed from the Newsagents. \
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party that the situation was wel l under control 'but . 
noticed that they made quite a wi de detour. I wonder 
why? !J On along the Leeds - Liverpool Canal we , 
went, yelling depreciating ·remarks at bulls the other 
s ide of the water. Eventually the we lcome sight of 
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the 'Royal Oak 1 lur ed us in to tea •. : . . .. __ . 
Refr e shed~ we set off again, past Houghtort . · 

Tower and proceeded to climb the hill in the . . · 
darkness. Torches have never be en uor e welco6e . 
Ever beGn _posed on a ridge ·witb. a railway line far 
down on side and a guarry the other ? . ·you want to try 
it some time . · 

Aft er a r e st a t the top we began our descent. 
Phew! ~e decided an expedition to Everest would be 
·chicken fe ed after that. Just before. then we parted 
comparl:Y with l+ of the party who r eturned ; by a diff ef.ent 
route . - That l oft 1 2 of · us. We continued a:pmg the 
river. (Joan was go ing to .wash' her hands in it urtti'l 
Joe discovered it wa sn ' t "quate naic e") then took 
the road into the village . Wo sang at the tops of 
our .voices until we arrived at tho bus stop~ exhausted. 
A lpng draught of cider soon remedied tha t and in no 
time".we wer e heading f or Preston by bus. ·We r epl enished 
our supplie:s and . dived fro u o:he .. bus ~s.t a. ti on to anothe r 
trying to Dake up ov.r oinds .whi-ea-~oo~w-k ·- -which BUS 

I mean. If anyone i s int er ested ther e ' s a ·novel 
weighing machine there which works without noney J 
J oan Dob . ga sped at her wei ght until s he not i ced 
Johnny's foot next to hers. 

-·'·~ ·~. ·- - ..... 
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RA.LY.LBLG. 

Social-Ramble. 
Ruabon. 
Yuletide Walk. 

MbGT . T JJVlB • . 

Pierhea d.; 12;15. 
James St . · lO;JO 
Pier Head . ·ll.;JO Y1 15 

ii 22 
11 29 

Todmorden -Ex change Stn. 9.45 
Chalet Weekend. Details 

LBADER . A12orox. Fa~ 

Ramb . -Sub. J/6d; 
J. Gannon · 4/9d~ 
Ramb. Sub. 3/-d. 
s. 0 1Neill 6/6d. 
at Clubroom. 
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This is .the only information we have when going to 
press. Final details will be available in the Guild Brochure wfuich 
will. be. in the Clubroom earl:y in the New Ye~r. 

May I make one final point. Here ip an opportunity 
for you to hav~ a thoroughly good holiday whil .. e supporting a cause 
whic.h h as a l ways be~n so ' close to us as the Guild v\Jas founded by t he 
Ramblers. Any of your three vice-chairmen on the Guild Council -
the Roberts' . and Bernarc( .:Cd 1.11a rds and Mr. Penlin,g ton (Gerry) will be 
delighted to g ive you any information you may. rtee~. 

P. S. Do~'· t f or.ge·t that ... .if . y~~-- ~re . a ~,;rn~er,· 6;· ~~e Ramblers y6u pay 
only 2/6dm:embership to the. Guild, whiche~er holiday you go on. 

1 ~ 
·, ' 

-o-0-o-
The ROSARY Will be recited on the first Wednesday of 

January, as usual, in. the Chapel .upstairs at Ca thedral Buildings. Do 
try to be present. 

-o-0-o-

In common with some less charitable insti~utions, we 
will be sending out Demand Notes for your Annual Subscription 
in January. Missives of this nature generally begin 

_ .. -: .. . 

Unless •.• ~1 .~ •• 

Our wording will not be quite so 
brutal but thats what we J:ilean. Your 5/-d 
( 6/-d for married couples) is due in · 
September ·b t Subs rriust be paid · 
before Jlst December to retain 
your membership. The Newsletter 
is only sent to Members, so if Newsletter 
Night is the big occ asion in y6ur Club-life~ 
pay up (to Mona Roberts) and loHk ple ~ ~ant. · 

~ !,.. .•• -

· ·' 

. As mentioned in our Editorial l as.t month~ the Christmas 
Collecti0n this year is for St. Vincent's Hospide for the Dying , · I 
dont·t need to add anything to Gerrysremarks but would just · remind you 
to bring along what you intend to g ive on the 28th December.. This 
cause isn't quite as appealing to your sentiments as maybe Orphans or 
the Old People would be ) but surely they deserv.e a little more comfort 
and pleasure tha ~ anybo,dy else. 
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In the unavoidable absencq of the gaffer, 
Bernard resuoed his old job as Registrar for 

the night on the 14th and distributed the long 
awaited Ranbling ProgranDes for 1955/56. Didn't 

he give you one? Thats easy - just pay your subs. 
This doesn't go for those wh6 paid on 7th Deceober. 
They'll bB getting then any minute now. 

· Back to dances again. At the dance at Bootle 
Town Hal l on the 14t.b. January, tickets W:ill be 

on S·ale for another of our" dances to be held at 
· the State. Cafe on February 10th. The price will bo 
4/6d. so don't coL1e with jWJ.t the right noney J 

My reporters did very poor work last Wednesday 
but I believe the O'Neill brothe rs plus Jack 

Carroll did sot.18 nico M.C.ing. Makos a nice change 
fron CowJittee men M.C.s.JJJ Hear ~bout Bob Doyle? 

He 's joineq a circus and was getting in some· good practice 
with his balancing work on the Holly Ramble. 

Yours 

Socialite. 
-e-0-o":"' 

. · · . . .. 

. . . ·i ~-· 

f. 
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Ambling in Austria, 
Frolicing in France, 
S.iesta-ing . i.n Sp_ai.n,.~:.. __ 

' 61';., .... ,., - . . 
I' . ·: yV--~\ 

Swigging in Switzerland. 

Thes e are a sample .of the .delights offered to you all by the Catholic 
Holiday Guild this Summer. Al l this is an ·outcome of the Guild's 
pioneer . . effort in Austri o l ast year. This proved so successful t hat 
the ac corrinio'da tion had to be doubled and at the same time demonstrDt ed 
the g reat demand for Continenta l holidays for Catholics with Ca tholics. 

This year, on every Sunday from Jrd June to the end of .August, 
o party will leave London for one of the Guild centres ab ro ad . These 
include two centre·s . in Austria 1 ·one a t San Sebastic:m, one at Lake Como 
and a Swiss centre at. Engleburg . The French holiday gives one vveek 
in the Pyrenees and a week in Lo~rdes~ Negotiations are a lso in hand 
for anoth~r split fo~tnight - one · w~ek in Austria and the other i n Italy, 
c:md th~re . may be n centre in Rome . 

·of course, ()'this is the p ainless way to g o abroad. You pay your 
deposit and then just wait for things .to happen. You receive your 
ticket, i tinery and 'V' form etc . etc. and the Guil·d will reserve 
s leepers or ·coucJ1ettes , insure you and even · do . the necessary about your 
passport i .f you like . And there ~s o. le ader with ea ch party who will 
T ~ake straight your path' and a rrange excursions from the centres should 
you so des.ire. · 

At this point your probably thinking HAlright! Cut the cackle 
c.md get down to brc:iss t a cks . . As its being run by Catholics, how much 
extra do we pay? Well, I can honestly state tha t the advertised priqes 
for all the holidays a re . o.s low, or low.er, than you could get ::0 ny1,fhere. 
Nor is this all; I~or parties . of ten there is . a reducti.on. 

The Guild is also enlar ging its home progr am...rne . Apart from the 
old faithful - Keswick - (surely there's no lovelier town in the Lakes) 
there is another centre at St. Leonards-on-Sea fo+ those who prefer a 
se aside holiday, and other centres are being considered. 

Cont'd. 




