











o Seniore” Section Write-upe

The Basil Fawlty of Hollingworth Lake - 10/10/99

HARRY O'NEILL’S Rochdale walks are prevalent in the Seniors' Calendar. So established are they that
we had "apologies” from five members. Two were in Japan, another was in America (poor excuses), but
two were in West Derby recovering from Kodak's 50th anniversary party. Such is the lifestyle of this Section.

The meeting point was at the Hollingworth Lake
Visitor Centre. There is a pay-and-display car park by
the lake with a Basil Fawlty attendant, so be warned.
Minutes after armiving, the Leader greeted the party and
returned to his car to find he already had a £14 parking
fine ticket on his windscreen!

Each year there is a different route with interesting
terrain and on this occasion we set off, using OS Map
Landranger 109, in the direction of Tunshill and the
three reservoirs at Ogden. Coming down the hill we
were accompanied by a flight of Canada Geese which
made a spectacular water ballet landing on Piethorne
Reservoir. We talked of Eric Hardy who 1s still poing
strong on Radio Merseyside.

A hillside descent also brought out the trekking
poles and comments that a recent report said that
150,000 poles were sold last year*. This could mean
many are sold in pairs - perhaps with George Orwell's
Anmmal Farm phrase in mind "four legs good, two legs
bad". Some walkers doubt that poles reduce knee strain

by a third but accept that using two poles give an all
body workout. Latest developments include a pole
shock absorbing system; an example being the Brasher
Anti-Shock at £60 per pair. So far, Seniors seem to use
Just one pole but an attractive second pole may be the
Tippling Canes or Flask Sticks which can be filled with
a favounte drink. (Shurely shome mishtake - Ed.).

We crossed Bleakedgate Moor and north to Low
House Moor before returning to Hollingworth Lake
Country Park. The party, happy with a good day in the
hills, then repaired to a local restaurant for refreshments
and a good meal.

With many thanks to Harry from all who enjoyed
this day - Jean and Gerry McDonald, Peter Atherton,
Tony Gilmore, and Marcia and Tony Thompson. The
final good news is that [ can report that a letter from
Harry to the Ministry (of Silly Walks) resulted in
Basil's hasty £14 parking ticket being withdrawn.

Atom
* Many General Section members also bought poles last year

Couple from Japan show us Merseyside’s high spot

THE THREAT of rain didn’t deter ten intrepid diehards from setting off from the Skillicorns’ front door
in high spints. Little did they know how relentless, how heartless that rain would turn out to be!

It was on Sunday, October 24th that we walked
through woodland turning goid and followed the stream
down to Carr Mill Dam, the sight of which brought
nostalgic memories flooding back to Tony. But we
weren't let into any secrets. Was he a speedboat driver,
a daredevil swimmer or a fisherman like those we saw
round the dam? With a passing glance at the local flora
and fauna we forgot our memories and turned to more
pressing things - lunch under the trees.

Lunch is always an opportunity for someone to
regale the others with tales of their latest holiday. How
fortunate we all are! This time (George and Freda
relived some of their adventures in Japan. Reassuring
for the others. Not likely to get lost on this walk round
their own neighbourhood!

After lunch the way took us on to the ridge to the
south of Billinge where we were able to see for miles or
would have been able to only for you know what! But

the company was excellent, our spints high and we
were able to imagine life in the area four hundred years
ago as our leader pointed out some fine old houses. He
was stumped however, on being asked the history of
Crank Caverns. There’s always some awkward
customer, isn’t there?

Undaunted, he led us on and on and the rain became
more and more pitiless but nobody complained. Having
reached the side of Billinge Hill, the highest point on
Merseyside, we were offered an option, up or down?
Eight went up and comments like, “It would be lovely
on a nice day,” and “In the nght conditions you can see
Snowdon from here,” were heard. The descent took us
back to our starting point but Freda’s offers of tea were
politely declined. I've been drinking it for years and
I'm still here. Seriously, it was very thoughtful of tired
and very wet ramblers who were obviously worried
about wearing out the front door-mat. GEFA
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RAMBLES: Dec 12 THURSTASTON - Bill Potter

Jan 9 TBA - Jean and Gerry McDonald

Jan 23 LYDIATE AND SEFTON - George Skillicorn (01744- 892823)

HOUSE MEETINGS:

Dec 2 MAUREEN HOWARD

Jan 6 JEAN and GERRY McDONALD






