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Sunday, February 6th 2000 Editor's address: 7 Abbotts Way, Billinge, WIGAN WN5 7SB

WANTED: Your stories and articles
THERE are over 200 of you out there eligible to write something - even short ramble write-ups welcome! Just pass
them on to me or send them to yours truly at the above address. Thanks to Bob Camey for his interesting diary page,
also to Richie Cannon for his Peckforton write-up and to Norma Ridings for her report on the Holly Bough Service.
Finally, to Jack for spotting the *“Pick your own fight” cartoon which is spot on for one of Bob’ diary dates. The
Senior’s Section, who always send in good reports, seem to have gone into hibernation for this edition. Dave Newns

LEADERS WANTED FOR THE SUMMER RAMBLING PROGRAMME
The summer programme is being prepared for printing but we need more members to volunteer to lead the walks
planned. There may also be some new members capable of leading. See Will Harris or any committee member.

NEW YEAR'’S RESOLUTIONS - Flo and Ronnie have given up smoking. They're wearing nicotine patches.
Wouldn’t these be best stuck over one’s mouth to make you stop!? Congratulations on your valiant achievment.

COACH DROP OFFS - people getting dropped en-route at approved points should remember not to put their
gear in the boot of the coach. Please keep gear inside so as not to delay the coach unnecessarily. - LCRA Committee

TALKING TO COACH DRIVER - A couple of people have been warned about unwittingly having long
conversations with the driver while he is at the wheel. His concentration ¢an easily be lost, and the safetv of his
passengers put at risk. it has been pointed out that the leaders regularly talk to the dniver. True, but that’s usually to
give him directions, and nothing like the long conversations that we are concerned about. - LCRA Committee

WARNING: CAR PARKING - New members (and not-been-out-for-a-while ones) note that it now costs
£4 to park your car all day on Sundays on the meters. and you will be fined heavily if vou don’t display the right-
priced ticket. However, there is a handy car park that only charges £2 all day. Ask any car driver for details.

A SELECTION OF FORTHCOMING RAMBLES

Feb 20 THIRLSPOT/GRASMERE Feb 27 DOVESTONES (near Oidham)
The ‘A" and ‘B’ walks will probably do Helveilyn Dovestone Reservoir is in a beauty spot below
- the Lake District's most visited mountain, and Saddieworth Moor which has attractive rocky
the ‘C’' will do a lower-level Grasmere rambie. edges similar to Baslow and Froggat Edges.

STIPERSTONES is a bit ike Stonehenge and  April 2 THE OTHER BORROWDALE is actually in the
close to The Long Mynd, south of Shrewsbury in Lake District and not the Dales, as wrongly
Shropshire fabbreviation: Salop, to the uneducated). stated in the programme.

Mar &

19th December 1999 - a beautiful Sunday afternoon

THE HOLLY BOUGH SERVICE at the Anglican Cathedral is a beautifut expenence, so much so that this was my
third visit. [ wonder if both both the Liverpool Bishops attend? (7 think this is an Ecumenical Service. I haven't been
myself but I would think that both Bishops would be there - Editor). Anyway, let me tell you all about it.

It starts with teenage choir boys wearing crisp white Put the date in your diary for December this vear. It's not
cassocks ringing handbells - not a wrong note! The nnging to be missed. Also the refectory served great food - all home
echoes around the lofty sandstone cathedral - wonderful made. Get there early for a good seat.
architecture. After the tinkling bells, younger choir boys, 6-8 So here's wishing vou all a belated Happy New Year and
vears, wearing green and russet gowns - stumng little faces, safe walking. Norma 8. Ridings 2000
sang some German carols - one being ‘Sulle Nacht, Heilig

Nacht' (Silent Night, Holy Night). The sweet voices of these PS: Just to say thanks to all the committee who give their

frtle boys were exquisite and emononal (brought a lump to
my throat). Then the main choir and congregation sang all the
old familiar carols: "Away in a Manger,” *Oh Come all ye
Faithful’, etc, etc.

Then the high spot for me was the church dignitanes in
wonderful robes coming down the asle, followed by a very
tall chorister carrying the first huge holly bough, then the
small boys carrying little Christmas trees decorated with
twinkling lights {the cathedral lights are dimmed for this part).
The congregation is hushed, and the gentleness of this
ceremony is not to be missed. At the very end some organ
mustc is played - a Cantata. You area asked not to applaud,
but it’s so beautful you certainly feel like doing so.

time up. sitting in that cold room on a Monday night and
planning socials, erc. (T kmow. I have been there!). Also o
Dave Dickel and Bob Carney for organising past and presen:
holidays. To Dave Jor typing the newsletter and Will and
Chris for distributing it. Thanks afso 1o the peaple who
volunteer to do the Thursday night quizzes. Maybe if more
people got down earlier. more wouid attend.

Finally, very belated thanks to the brave souls who risked
life and limb! . . . 1o carry both me and my broken ankle down
Y-Libwedd by the Gladstone Rock on the Snowdon range. Also
thanks to the very very nice man who pushed me around in my
wheelchair. Do you lmow, there are some great flat walks for
disabled people? Norma and John

COOKERY CORNER - Time and space have stopped me putting in a few more snippets including a new
feature entitled *Cookery Comner.’ It’s an old newspaper trick to type the first page last for all the up-to-date news.
so now you know the secret. The Cookery Corner will start in the Easter edition. so send in your recipes.  Editor

WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS WHO HAVE ENJOYED OUR WALKS RECENTLY
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