


Aew Year alongside that big lake

OUR long weekend at Ambleside was a Winter Wonderland with a
blanket of snow greeting the 30 of us at the massive youth hostel on
the shores of Lake Windermere.

On the Saturday night the roads were slushy and about nine of us went to
the Vigil Mass in our boots, thus leaving the Sunday free for long walks. A
lively festive atmosphere followed, but this has been censured before it’s
even been written!

Sunday moming and two pairs of crampons had a full inspection before
being strapped onto Bob and Eric’s boots. They attempted to ascend
Fatrfield’s summit but an imminent weather change prompted a swift U-turn
before the impending blizzard enguifed everything.

Meanwhile the B’s and C’s did slippery “low-level?” walks. Then later,
as we B’s walked back along the road from Rydal in the blizzard, we
wiinessed a colossal gridlock of traffic heading for Amblestde - a steep slope
in the centre of Ambleside being part of the problem. One car at a time
awaited their turn to the slithery cresta-run to the bottom. A fallen tree near
Windermere was the other obstacle.

Meanwhile tall Robbie had fun sampling the victuals in Ambleside’s
cafes, etc, doing a circular tour.

Back at the hostel, after a momntain of wet clothes were left to hang on
rails in the drying room, we all enjoyed a superb New Year’s Eve buffet,
along with the other 200 or so mortals.

Strict hostel rules were waived that night and so the New Year revelry
began, ended, and then started again, with fireworks by the lake at midnight.
I had better not mention the bit about Mike in drag, or the fact that members’
photos confirm this.

Ob yes, and Joe did a middle of the nmight ramble (outdoors without
boots!) arriving back to his bed at breakfast time. Maybe he’d gone searching
for Chairman Tom and wife (who both wanted a double room with a view
but had no high altitude gear and hard hats!). But that’s another story!

Monday January 1st and just a few went home early but Margaret joined
Eric with crampons for another attempt to gain a great height. Conditions
eventually proved too dangerous, so they saved themselves for the hectic
night life instead. The rest of us eventually melted back to nommality, along
with the snow, on the Tuesday. Needs W van
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E(lltonal
IN bygone years a newsletier
committee used to read and edit
inumerous articles and ramble
‘write-ups from members who
.had often been approached by
their leader for a ramble repor.

The assistant secretary, along
with others, then typed these on
waxed stencils. The editor later
clipped these on to the dupiicating
. machine and printed 200 copies.
| Production from start to finish
| took several weeks.

1 Now, with the aid of modem
‘technology {and my past news-
ipaper experience) | can do the lot
\in several days.

. There’s now no need for a
|Lspecial newsletter commitiee, but
isadly, the contribution of articles
for publication has graduailly
dwindled somewhat.

Much of this February edition
(has been written by myself
disguised under various nom de
plumes (anagrammatically) but it
would be great to get some of
YOUR stories - that odd rambling
write-up or a report of 2 recent
social event, however brief. So
;come on everyone, help to support
your newsletter! Thanks.

Meanwhile thanks to Richie for
his interesting Pilgim page, and
George Skilicom for the Seniors’
'rambie write-up.

Dave Newns, editor

FIVE DAYS IN IRELAND

Tuesday 19th June to Sunday 24th

The club is planning a walking noliday in the Emerald
isle early this summer but please book as soon as
possible if you're interested. A £20 deposit is needed.

| The

Leaders wanted
Summer Rambling
'Programme has now been
drawn up and leaders are |
needed for the proposed |
walks. A list of the walks
is in circulation.

There will be 3 nights in Glendalough and 2 nights in
Dublin, flying from Liverpool.

Cost approx £160 including flight and B&B

See Lyn Permrow

BOOTS FOR SALE

Good condition, sizes 5 and

only £5 per pair
Ring 01744 632211

6%

NEW MEMBERS - We give a hearty welcome to all the members who have joined our ranks recently
including Les Butterworth, Patrick Gilligan, Carol Helal and Sally Mason. There are several more who have applied
for membership but are awaiting approval at our next monthly meeting on Febrnary 12th.

Help us to recruit more members to fill our coaches
Photocopy or detach the back page and pin up in a suitable place. Permission is needed for church notice boards.















