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PERSONAL: Congr a tulat i ons and . b e st wishe s for their future 
happine ss a r e sGnt t h i s rionth to June Tal bot, who wa s ·- · 
QarriGd on th e 31$t Noveober. 

++++++++"++++++++++++ 

' 
Y U L E - T I D E W A L K: The Yul etide' walk this ye a r will t a ke:; 

pl a ce on Sunday tho 29th Dec eober , apd 
we hop e that ,b_y now . you will hav e booked · your seat on the coach, an~ 
a~so pa i d yo;ur Cleposits. !~stead of. th }3 u sua'l Pa rkga t e cafe , we ar.~ 
going to Rivington for our nc a l and social - and it 1 s u p to you, _.} 
iridividually 7 to he l p oalrn this social a succ e ss. · · ·· .. . '· 

.. "-v • •¥> .. . 

CHR ISTMAS PARTY: As r::wntionod i n the l a st Newsl ett er thu ~hristDa s 
pa'rty will t i:llrn pl a ce on Net-,r Years Ni ght. This '·is 

a ·· r a r e pr i v ile ge, a nd there will : ~e all the usua l f e stive trir:1mings 
as soci a t e d with our Christna s Party . Ado ission will l~ e · 2/- (enjoyuent 
worth doubl e the pric e ) and 2,s 2. lJand ha s been hir ed for the occasion 
W 8 hope you will a rrive ~ ; ri ght 2,nd earl y at 8. p D L1 - fria gine how rott en 
they will f e el pl aying to a n .cn;,) ty club-rOon J ! · 

. .. . . . 

It i s custooar y on this occ a sion to t ake a c ollection for soob loc al · 
charity ~ a nd t i.1 is yea r t ho Conn i ttoe ha v e c1Gcid0d tha t th o collection 
should be given to th(; Lourde s Sick PilgriDs Fund . Pr ev iously the ·· 
collection has r oached a pproxina t el y £7/8, and we f ool sur e you will 
b ci just a~ gen erous this year. . • - . . ! 

Whilst ·on th e sub ject of t h is colle c t ion - Lourdes - · if you ne ed any 
ent iceDent we r oconnend y ou to r ead t ho artic l e i nc·lude d i n this 
i ssue~ wri t ten by a DGob or who visit e d Lourd~s this yda r. 

·' 
G R A N D · D A N C E: Our n oxt big danc e will bo a t th o Stat e pn 

I \J 

the 8th Feb rua ry. Tickets_will_ be avai~~bl e 
. fairly soon _. so JvlAKE A NOTE OF TEE DATE. ,\, 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

De c. 22 

II 29 

'J an. 5 
11 12 

11 19 

RA U B. LI NG fR_QGRAlYIM E .; , 

·· BLACKST ONE- EDGE - Exchange 9.4-5 a . o . 6/6d 
(A and B parti e s ) Stn. 

Loaders: A) Tony Atherton ·· 
B) Bill Pott'or 

__ , .. .... - ' 

YULETIDE WA LK 
(coach) ... 

st. JOfins-ro · Lane·--· l0- 1 5 <l . ra . 
· Leader: · Be r nar d Ed11rards ·. 

CHALET WEEK-END . 

LLANGOLLEN J ane s St . l0-15 a . o . . 7 /-
(A a nd B parti e s ) Lenders : A) s . O'Neill 

HOGHT ON TOWEHS St . Johns' La rn:l 
(Coa c h ) (Be ned i ction ). LE:; ad or: 

B ) T. Atherton 

9 .4-5 a . n. 5/
Bill Potte r 

11 26 ABEHGELE JaDo s St. Stn. 10-1 5 a . n . 6/6 
(Bene d;ic tion) · · Leade r: . Marie Henwood 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++.++++++++++.t+++ 

. Jan. 1 . . .. · ·~· . . 
C)J.ri'Stmas :rv~ . c. 

Pa rty: B.Edwards · 

J an . 8 

S 0 C I A L P H 0 G R A_M M E . 

R6f re shnent s 
P. Murray 

Wa shor s -up 
K.Doylo/A.Doyle 

· Gr an. Carr i~r s 

G.PenlinGton M. Snit h ]\1.Doylo/P.Pla::-iping J.P.West/J.CoIHkell 
. . ~t· . 

Jan. 12 H. O' Neiil YI. Roberts B. &/J. :parry. : F.R?we/G.Skil~'.tcorn 
J a n. 22 W.RolJerts . M. Henwood S.Grossard/M.Giluore J.Carroll/B.Ectw.ard,s 
Jan. 29 C. Kelly · . . P. Nayl or D.Fonlon/A.HcCarui E.O'Noill/G.He@igan 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~+++++~++++++++++ 
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I 

OF LOURDES 1957 

When I blithely agreed to write an 
article upon Lourdes, I little knew 
how difficult it would be, and I 
night as well tell you here and now 
that what I write will be very 
inadequate, as only those who have 
actually been can really recall the 
feeling of what, for want of nore 
descriptive words, I shall siElply 
call peace and contentment. 

1-' :. r-"---::- , 
_, ...----------..) ·,'' Even arriving at the station, ir:i. 
\ · · ~3 i all thG conr:.10tion of last farew<$lls, 

.-' \ ·i good wishes and prayers you aloost 

I 
iooediately feel at hooe. At the 

. tine I oyself didn't realise this. 
I 'You see I didn't really know what 
I was expected of ne . as a Handoaid, 
; . and I was quite honestly scared :. · 
· stiff - whon I saw the crowds 
, nilling around, and especially the 
i sick, I just wanted to turn and go 

···---·-------- ----·--·---- ----- · · horieo Luckily, :tvlm1 and Dad wore 
. · with ne, so I had to put on a brave 

face, and resign oyself to the next few days. That resignation I now 
recognise was not what it seeoed; it r.mst have been sooebodys prayers 
helping Ele to feel quite relaxed and able to copG with whatever l ay 
ahead. 

I think at this stagG Freda was feeling just the sar:.1e as ne - and when 
the train pulled out of the station we were both very quiet, listening 
to the oany friE:mds and relations who were l eft on the platforn, 
w~shing Godspeed in tho usual Danner - singing the Lourdes Hyon. 

On the journey we had to help feed the sick - which was rather wor:r:ying 
at first, but once you got to know then and to see how cheerful they 
were, it was easy to relax and be cheerful like then. · Anl no-one oinded 
when the train lurched and the peas you were guiding so painstakingly 
into soneones oouth suddenly seerwd to cone o.live and shot beneath 
the bedclothes. It was a long, t iring journey - and if the fit, healthy 
~ilgrios felt jaded at the finish, what price the weariness and pain of 
the sick and afflicted. Can you i magine what difficulties they had 
endured during the journey and not feel inpressed by their faith and 
courage? · 

After seeing the sick safely into their beds at tho hospitetl - helping 
to give them their supper, and reassure then that they Wbuld have ~11 
their luggage within tho J:10ur - Froda and I wandered off to see the 
Grotto. Had I boen asked whut I expected.there, I don't suppose I 
could have supplied an explanat ion, but I know I felt dreadfully 
disappointed whon I got there. I'd been told, and read in books, 
about the feeling of prayer 3.nd devotion tha t overwhelos peopl e there, 
oaking them feel conpelled to kneel and pray. Well, I don't feel 
ashamed to adnit it nojf, but I felt so ashaoed and disappointed at · 
tpe tine; I had no urge to kneel,· no urge to pray, and I just stood 
tP,ere and wished heartily that there was no such place as Lourdes. 
I felt almost ill with pity for the people who had travelled so far 
hoping to be cured, because right there and them I didn't believe . 
such things .could happen. In that state of nind. I nado oy way bac~ to 
the Hotel - having t akon only a sip of th e Lourde s water, purely 
because I was thirsty, and trying to blot out frorJ rny oind the picture 
of the milling crowds around tho taps, bathing theoselves, drinking, 
and fillin[, bottles. Because I felt alr.10st repulsod by the sight, ; I 
was convinced I was the wickedest Ca tholic alive. 

! . . . . 

No doubt you have heard how coIJ.Dercialized the little town is - we%1 
I suppose it is, but not in the way the degrades a place. It is only 
because of the O.ei:Jand that shops everywhere sell Rosarys, statues, : 
prayer ,books, medals, etc. They have to . . One little. shop couldn't 



.. , , . 

satisfy the needs of the marw r::i.il,lions .of Pil grir.:is - so quite honEi~tly 
I don 1 t feel that cOrJuercialized is the right word. It gi'ves thE? : · ,~..__ , 
wrong impression altogothero 

~he next day we felt as thbugh .. our work had really be~un. At six 
o'clock in the morning W G arrived at the hospital, and Vi gorously 
began to r:1ake beds, wash patients and oake ourselves generally us..eful. 
At around eight. we slipped away ~to hear Mass and have our breakfast, 
then duty again called and we were back a t the hospital helping to 
get dinner served at eleven o'clock. Actually oost of our time was 
spent at the hospital, even wpen we were not on duty, and when we were 
not thero we were down by the Grotto or the baths or. at the Basillica
f1earing a Mass, taking part in a procession or wheeling stretchers and 
chairs. Mostly th8 Brancardiers did the wheeling and pushing , but the 
Handmaids helped out when necessary. I wonder how -nany decades of· the 

. ..Rosary w~ re. recited on . the journeys to and fron the Grotto??· Many,, 
many hundreds a day ·woula be putting it rJildly. You see .· the Rosary 
has to be said out loud by the person pushing the cha ir ·or stretcher 
down to t .he Grotto .·- and it takes around five decades ·for one sin,gle 
journeyo There aga in I was worried because I was sioply sayi~g the 
~ords . without f eeling or thought, and considering it an ins~lt tb· ~ 
Our Lady to offer .prayers in such an abse,nt way, until I had it 
pointed out to IJO that it was tho desire · to pray and not the actuai 
prayer that counted, and that · helping t he sick and he·lpless was a 
prayer in itself. Fron then onwards I began to feel lJetter about it 
all, and e specially l ate ono evening when a sriall group bf us nade our 
way to tho Grotto and finding it alnost deserted and qu·iet - I found 
the elusive feeling · of contontnent that had oscaped ne for what seerJed 
an age. The . person who gave r.ie tho quiet talking-to probably will 
never know what good it did,I couldnt express ny feelings and thanks 
in words - even had he expected it of oe. 

All days seeuod alike, and each ono sped by so fast that in hext to 
no time we wer e gathered to g~the r for the departure cer enony at the 
Grotto, which oust have touched oven the hardest of, hearts, and I was 
just- o:rm- of the rmny who silently vowed that if God spar ed ue I should 
return again next year. 

Eave I riado it sound as though thore were no lighthearted rnooent~ If 
I have given you that i opr ess ion I 10 sorry, . because~ f a r from it, . · 
'th'ere ar e hundreds of an:us ing things that happen - especia:)..ly· when you 
have a nuob er of 1 crazy Brancardiers 1 in tho Pilgrir:mge ! ! · And of ', · 
course .. ther e a re tho anusinc, incidents .which always crop up when. you 
have difficulty in speaking tho langua ge 'i and if you irJagine , as .I 
did bc;for e I went, that the s ick and afflict ed would :oake you want to 
cry with pity, then you r oally want to go and see for yourself hoW'. · 
raistaken you can be,becauso although you are sorry for th orn you r~~lise 
they do not need your pity, as apart fron being closer to God in their 
illne ss and hunility, their cheerfulness Dakes you feel very small. and 
insignificant in their pre sence . No wonder they say tho sick are tne -
~let e of Lourdes . · , ": .· . . . .·. 

ilso th~re are the Handmaids . and .Brancardiers· parties - which ·are '.giVen 
to show appreciation of their help. These parties consist· of tea ~d 
piles· of cake s and wine. - (W ell at l east that is what th.e Handnaicls 
had - I ·do'n ' .t 1cnow. for sure about the. Brancardiers o Possibly they 
decided to fore go tho t ea o.nd calms .•••••..• )??? ! ! l ' ·· ' 

I r.iust · oention tho · proc e ssiqris befor e . I .finish - a l though how I caµ ., 
describe ther.1 to you I don 't kiiow. The Blessed Sacraoent processi"pn 
fn the · afte .rnoons~ with all the s ic k lined up in the Square outside 
the church, waiting pat i ently and r es i gnedly for the Blessing, (and 
the cures which actually occured whilst we wer e there), the Blessi_;ng, 
the singing and prayers, (arid still that feeling of peace), can onl&' 
be a very mediocre account of tho p.ctual occasions, unless I recali;ed 
eve r y little det ail for you, making. the account far to o long for tie 
Newsletter. And just to oention the oany oillions of peopl e froo 
different countri.es lined up with :their candles lit for the Torchli,ght 
proce ssion will probably bI,' ing to y.our mind. a seathing oass of huo$;nity; 
whilst the. singing of the. Av 8 ·'in so rJany different Janguar;e s wilJ ~o 
nothing ·mpre than convey to .you a louq confusion of bablJling tongues '
and be1ievo r;:ie nothing is further fr'oo the truth. Apart froo being a 

.· 



bG aut j_ful s i ght , it i s al so a beaut i f ul f eel ing whic h s i npl y ~::annot 
bo dG scri bed - at l oast not by oo. 

Coo i ng h6~e wa s horribl e . Ever yone sang a s be st th ey coul d, t ho 
Lourde s Hyon , a s the t r a i n pullud out of thG st o"tj_on, and nany 
h~ad s wer 8 craning out of tho wi ndows until the l a st gli1~p s e could 
bG sGen of t he lit tl e Donain, nestl i ng content 0dl y in the n i dst of 
th e hills, f a st d i ssapp ()aring behind th e s l opo of a high wooded hil 1-
and. all wa s s ilent again as t h0 t r a i n spod a long throue,h t he 
pi cturG sque countrys i de , wi t h the bigh Pyrenees l ookj_ng r a t her 
unreal i n tho backgr ound . 

Then back t o r eal i t y and tend i ng tho sick . We wo.ro kep t busy oost 
of thG t i ne , but l ato r in the evening wo oanagod t o catch a bit of 
r e st , whi ch hel ped us to keop going wh8n we wer G on the t oat , be i ng 
t ossGd ar ound a t sea. Don 1 t boliovo any of the har dy typos v.Jbo ·Day 
tel l you t ha t i t wa sh ' t r ough coo ing hm~ thi s yoar Jl I don ' t 
ror.10ubor r:1uch of tho f inal t rain j o\frnuy - [s u'GS S I wa s to o t i r od t o 
ronorJbor oor e t han vaguel y . I just worked e.ut oDatically. 

Pil in~ out at Li no Str oot Station wa s like a droun hal f r cuenbor 0d , 
ond wrwn I s aw Mun and Dnd c or_iing down t he pl a tfor .rJ t o neet no , 
instead of feoling oxt r ooc l y pl oasod t o soo then , I j ust th ouGht of 
thorn. as a ooans of suppo r t ·- one for nc c.nd one fo r rJY ca se . They 
undor st ood though, and only asked one tb inG - would I l i ke to co 
aBa in. Wel l, woul d I go aGain? I suppo so you can gue s s what ny 
an swer wa s - just a s inr; l o word, YES. 

+~++++++++++++++++++ ~ 
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at 8. 20 p . n . 
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RCC S A H Y ~ Th j_s non t h thE:: Hosar y will be r eci t od 
on t h e 8t h J anu8.ry i nstead of the .. 
1st - we hope tbero will be a go od 
at t endanc e. -
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ALDERLEY EDGE 
I .. " .. 7 .\··r 

0 o o 0 0 !10 0 0 D OO O G 000 0 00 • o oo ... ./ i . . ) "J,'' 
• / I I • 

In spite of t ho dance .. on Sa turday, Dost people on .tho 
Coa ch we r e fi Ghting fit a s we set off to Alderl0y Edee ? whe r c , with 
badgo s lo oking lil·rn now pennies, we have tho pl easur e of Deeting our 
fri ends fron Bolton who h av e the s aoo we ird i dea of s pending the ir 
l oisure a s ourselve s. 

Having soon r eached the peak of Aldorl ey Edge , which thou gh 
not quit e as hi8h a s Snowdon was too hi gh to jur.1p frora . Not f a r frorJ 
t bc Ed ge a couple of pot-holos we r o r e luctantly passed. On we pres s ed 
wit h but ono thought in n ind a s tioo wont by - t ea . We we r e duly 
r ewarded for our patienc e by a Caf e conpl ot e with l awn, china froD 
wh ich to quench our t .hirst a nd a swing . The football f ans used this 
short stop to burn up surplus ener gy . 

As Bern~rd d i d not advise ~ay, our Bolton l eader , that ho 
would bo wear in8 pal~ gr een boot~, th ere wa s a littl e o ud and 
Berno.r d did all but wa l k on bis ·hands in orde r to pr eserve the 
del icate shade . 

Naturall y , bc sidos stra i ght forw a r d wa l king , ther e vrnro 
nUL1l; rOUS l:n1r bGd W:lI' C f enc e S t o ~JO cl i n bed or . crawl ed unde r 5 l eavin g 
t, its of r ed s l a cks there on, to no ntion byt one:: colour. At one po int 
the f once wa s an ol ec trifiod wire 5 but 5 of course 5 this d i d n 't ·de t er 
the i ntrep i d r an1J1Grs . To enliven th e proc oedi nr;s 5 lJonnets' gl oves 
and sc a rve s bcl onc,ing to t he girls wo r e borrowed so tha t t he i nvading 
\·,orde s wor e l ed on l:y a · st o.ndo.r d bear er supporting an unusua l 5 
colourful fl as . Tho ncd. i B.ov a l stra in was continued by a short 5 sha r rj 
j oistinr, ovt.:mt . · Ji.s f i c l d u pon f i old wo. s invaded by our colourful no :~ ~ 
the day p2 ss ec1 very pl ea sant l y with l eap s a nd bound s which lJroue;ht us to 
Pr ss t bury wher e uor8 r ofr e shos nts we r e a v o.ilo.t l e . On we wal ked through 
f o.dinG licht to r oac h s ooa t ea . The r e were sooe steep road s to be 
conquor od thoug h~ l:J(:;foro we earned th o 'cuppa r. The ·l ast f ew lJ j_lGs . 
)ass od quickl y oncour o.god by voc G.2. cmt ert a inncmt with only a short 
p.:.tus e to thank and s o_y ., a u r ovoir r to our hosts a s our ways parted . 

The short journey hooo wa s a ade in a quie t ~f oood du o no 
doubt to th0 enor cy used up i n trying to keep dur of th e DudJ . · 

c ... · TWO THIRDS l J . ••• 

er-·~. i!1 
11 

l j ......... -"' oOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOo OoOoOoOo . ~ · ·) 

, :.{ ·· \' }):~REE BEACON~ . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • 21+th NoverJbGr -r !C, ;;~~-~, . 

"~ . --~ (;//~ - ~ . ~}1' .\..... 
' r V:> \ . ./ -:~ ' VJ, . ?. :'~. 0 If you were in Excho.nge Station betwoen .f:..( 
'' · --~~ ·),. -~~.~ .. :::· · ~t.·7. · ~>::-:.-,._·; ·>>--, .. : 9. i+5 and 10.15 on th o 21+th of Novenbor -

.,,,,.. :~· ·--"!I"' , then . you W8r e probat~ly ono of th e nany tha t 
, .

1 
' \ 2):::''~ ~ l~ { .-:.J • surveyed (fron a d i screet dist ance ) tho 

" _,_ .. , . ~~:Jr>- J--:-:--·~ a ssortr:wnt of shape s~ s;i.z e s and colours 7 
. ..... ·~~J _ -::;:_::;;;'.::: fl.~=-~} ·\) Jn;t--/i gc::.thorod to ge the r awa i tinG0 tho tra in o Tho 
! .~\ ~~ ·; i, ,..__it -

.\ , . \ · · , / ·, , \ , , v -- .rr· a s sortrn_;nt u o.. s us. You r:ia y ·nl so h a ve 
- · i~ .. : -,~ .. ~.- · notic ed t ho strH\:ing nowness of the club 

.. ~· :::._~\.. ' ~~~ · - -rj t.'.ldgo s ac,a ins t the tried a nd t e sted j a c ke ts-
... _____ --- · ~ ::: ·' ·. : ill:"-.. bu t tha t 1 s be side tho pqint ! 

• • • • • • • . • • 0 • • 0 

lO.O, a . n . JJJ t d h l · 1 h t t · 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

0 
I na e a c a n go 1av1ng sue 1 a s or r a in 

~ ournoy ·- wo oii.ly wont as f :J.r o_ s Oroskirk - and wo p icke d Lor d Ke:nnedy 
U) on t ho 1·.ro..y? looki n g r a t her buuus cd . This oxpr oss i on we put down a s 
h i s nornal Sunday c orning l ook , but he c l u i n s i t wa s due to the 
crJp tine ss of his stoDach und t h o d o. sh to :;cirkdal o Sta tion .(not to 
oontion his ~go !J ) . 

Load i n c off froo Ormskirk Berna r d kep t u~ a good pace to ~the 
first Beacon . Tho day wa s i dea l for wal king and wo bad a l ot of gr ound 
to cove r 5 so it worked out nic ely tha t tho fi rs t Beacon shoul d te 
r c:ached sinuJtane ously with tho d inner stop . Tw enty-s ix hungr y . r aDblors 
r epl enis hed theos ol ve s a nd s Gt off for thG s ocond Beacon~ a nd shortly 
aft 0r this wo a rrivud for B8n od iction. When W 8 c ane out it wa s 
gottin c, dus k and we st ill had qu i ts a way to go for the third Deacon -

·"' ' 



... 'I ..... ~ \:-~-'I~ 
c- V)\ 'v--J 
\, r so h e r o o. few of our nur:ibcr t urned lJack . It was r..10 s t enjoyabl e 

\ . 
\/':.... wal k ing along i n ·the twilight - Hay a nd I sort ed· out. tho __ _p r gJJl ec s 

of tlrn world 5 1Jot vrnen singing o.n odd assor t uent. _ . ..o.f.-tu.ne'r~+..t~A;.fl:e±~.J .. _ .. ___ J 

out · of tune ) and felt extrene ly pl Ga s ed witb ourselvos 5 .for no 
-particula r r eo.son 5 c.nd in t his state Of ol a ti on W8 arrived o.t the~ 
third l:Jeacon. . : ·-- -:..~, · · - \)\ 

~ ,,. r \\ 

- . It was wj_th a shock t :1at we l ou.rnt ·. 2_ f} .,~11 ) ~-(~"" / }) 

\ '"') on a rriya l at St . H8l ens 5 thc1t we had 

1

, . (,0 J. i 2 ----'\,)~ ,. 

i walked '' al:; out 23 Diles . . It seeDS age s I ·u'! _- {~ ~~( ,. I I 

~ \ , sinc e-; vre ' ve had such a long wa lk - I I 
1

&;- '! 1 ( 4 ~~\ ~-,~ · 
~\ ---- . hope we 111 l.::o havinG nor o of then soon . /_·'. "ff.._ ; -~..;,,.. ·,, · 

'\ . , ) · • • Marie • • · , · --~; ~~) : ' . 
0 Q- 0 •. Q..J.2.: .. 9 .• J l 1 < / \-,- """ - ' . . ,~ _.:.:.:::::-:..1 

· ; · •·• .... ---~·'f!'- - --;- -- -· f .;. ..... s_ ? " '4,, 

' /''\,__ The l eader of th e ThreG Beacons wal k requested u.n apolo gy 
/) e. "1 

/ to bG D&dc i n l a st Don.tb s ' N8wsle tte r 5 l'mt a s we r:ap.._.out. of 
·- - . ·'-d \ space it had to be del ay ed - s o for those who d i dn 1 t he:o..r :P · , Berna rds ap olo ;:s y for l a t en e ss 5 he r o it i s "S orry folksJ 1
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Your pray E: r s a r o r cque st eel for Mr . &. ii.rs . Henwood i,1bo - ) .> 
a r e both s ick 5 B.n d ul so for tho spcciLi l =Lntontion of o· "{ 
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And tccauso Joe Kennedy ' for got' to send oe his :G.ai:J.bling 
N~t e s, WG have qu i te a b it of space to f ill - so here goe s 
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!2!1''-L-~J' W L~)GC:ND - Nov/Dec . Frank Sina tr a ma de the />{~--- .. -. (~('. s:-- ' 
~; e ek end. ~he moment t he shopping party reco·gnised \_>,~--sJ~9-~ ... y '• ..... ..... 
Pe t e r West in Mo l d , ( bentl double under a r ecord player

1
. \ , .. ("' ..J 61 1;: ""~ .,1 

and a kit bag full of packi ng around the Sinatra I:Jf[.f(f: .:_~ J)'$:;p iJ 
long I? layer, we knew al l was well. . :::.!' -'~ ;4 J --;\ / 

() 
I ,: &,~ )::;:J<}\ f./ (_) 

We peeled s puds to The Voice; I ·1 ~h~f ..... -~~~ ~ _ 
t hink they cooked to It whil e s i x of us walked \.. / (~\'~h\ ' Ji-~ ~) 
and som~ pot- holed; we dined with his melifluous [1 

: '7.~, . i' <~ ~~- 11 
tope s wafting a round us. The evening meal was : ./ h I 'J~: 

1
\'1\~ \ \ '! ~1 

Hash, . Irish Stew or Scouse, but such a meal f P/ r11 y .f~ ~\ · ,\, f 
by O.?Y name t as tes g ood. Joe Bolan was an excel ; .//, / 'f A 

1 
i 1 \ { 

ent l'vl ~ G. He brought a l ovel y surprise for us. - \ / I(/ ( \ . \ \ l 
three of Frankie Vaughan 1 s l atest discs. After I . / . I . \· . · \ { 
he 1 d. pla ced them loving ly on the sofa near the // . 1 ~· , \ . j 1\ 
g ram , someon~ just as . loving~y p l aced a. . p ile. of J1A1 

·.· 1 I ; ·1 · t.''-1 

blnnkets on to p of . t h em to a ir. The situation ·."' ( ~1 · . . \\ ,,/ 
bu i l t up unsnspe cted and event;aally ,semeboEly pc1t- -~"~ .... r. ~.· : l ~\I -· .r1' ./ 
an innocent elbow right through the three of 'em. :~l \ ! . / .--

. 'I' hey 1 re still a surprise, lJoe . "'--------.1_,,----
Sunday mo r 21ing wa s g lorious and everi the news of Gi g1i 1 s 

death ca~t on l y a momentar y g l oom. Poor Bernard had to l eave us i n Mold 
· to p rep are- f or _London to t r a i n fo 1· a new· job. All the b es t ! After 

11 Br eak- · - fast wi th Sanatra 11 , Len Bass ett offere d t o lea d us round 
the bloG.:1{ (.§:s\ - ,'.'.'! few times in the wonderful s unshine until the day en-

- 0 o5J..__, -- thus i a sts j oined us . Wj_th early arri vals Arthu r CJnd 
~,s--~_);::r)); Vera , the who l e 1 house 1 f el l i n and Len took us up, down 
.______, t .. ..J ~ ond around eve r y hill over 10 ft . within a mile of the 

k~'K-;-'A~j .. ·· Chalet . The less hefty fem a les were 1 led 1 down into 
L_:!j!.J · .. ;~ < 'V,JJ • c:my dips which occurred_~ He th~n ditched us i n . a 

_.....07,; · · .;_\-\.' . ·. . quarry and went to collect the a ay par ty . ·Cyril 
d}/j ~ · ~ ~~ p acke. d i n herE:; and? after leadi i;-g himse~f for a ~hort <A ( ~ '°"-=-: ~,V- _e,r wa lk, r eturnea t o -che Ch'.:: l et ana got t hings coolung. I 

· 
1~· ~ ~:: Whe n all th e 11 Livingstone, l - presumes 11 were ov er, we 
~ ::-- ~ pressed , or wer e s hove d, on. I t hought that a beau~- 1 

~ ~ -~ - ____ "" t iful friendship wa s developing between Bop- Ki ng l 
\I!:;. ~--~ Ra i nfo d and myself until I learned t hat h e 1 d ' 

___ ;,__.< ~ christen ed me wi t h an 1 L 1 plate. L: v entually i t 
(Scus e ~ :- -_~-:.: - :· KJ . me whil e I type round a bell) finished up on Pat j 

13amfo r -_- -_ ---:: ·and was l•vorn os a badge of ho nour fo r the r est o f the 
dDy . '-- __ :;:;- · Re-H~s h 5tomato on toast, _ Sap ditto, cheese ditto and 
cheei;:; e "'· · and ornon (bur n t) wer e on the menu fo r tea. 

Th is was a t r uly happy weekend . Newc omers and 
__oldste r s wer e e:p_ helpful - no queen bees or kings, just 

·~ ~ "CJ h appy mob of drones. Whether th i s was due to Joe K r s 
~'~\: clc_ ·, 'pers ona l char m or his muttered thr e C3ts we 111 never know, 

-~.,__,~~"-..(J.,,): but. t he resu l ts were hig h l y s ucc essf u l . 
. .--. ._}~-'1)'1-:::::r-.lr.-/t~N .----\ . / ./ 
~ .. ,I '-"-J fl--.._ "-'J ~ ~ 
l ·.i'.; \\ , "- ~ _<-' ::: 

~/1 ': ' · ~1 ~,~~~~-~~_,.., What wit t1 ?ells, c~er~}J s. , robins, _ cats~ e~c. '~I can 
~ \ ~ 0 ))J) sny v ery 11.ttle this time. (Alri§ht J'V1a rie, J. love 
~ ·0 \ 1"':-.__':-(J}.) them r ea ll.y) , But if I cantt be OC I ALite, don't 
~~ ,,) ~ ,"!".J'}F ( drot these wir..g s) le t that stop an ybody else ,/ « J!Kv.\ be~r:_g completeJ.y s~.c~a?le ?ver _ Christma s end 

. / C/v._X~.,the new year Dnd ,J oining i n ail the . prog r arf1m es 
, ·· 0 . cz:::,; ... ~"'la i d .on . . ' Join us on Sunday t he 29th Dec . f1:7r 

:::-- _ ~ the Treasure Hunt (s ee Marie Henwoo d). The 
Ha l l is beau- · .· J· t\ -~Jtiful and shou l d l end its elf excellently to CJ. 

fine soci a l \\J' .____,. ~ a ft e r words. Here 1 s ano ther reminder of the 
Christma s · ) ) party on New Ye ars Day as well. Have a h appy 

', (J ChristmDs , ever ybody , e s pe ciall y those abr oad -
- ~ -~J - arnon <? t h em Pau line, ~h1~is, Joh2 Bickersta ff e 

"- ~~ and Vi Duffy and Her l'-'laJ e s ty 1 s l' orce.s and anybody 
;{"')(.) "" _ e lse who c an T-1:, be wl th us . 
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2-.. ~ ~\ -~- ·· Bes t Wishes, . v::;::;9! \ \ '" '<: ·. •· . 
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And to spoi l Christmas for some of you, 
M.o n D Roberts wants y our SUBS , now! 
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