




















NON-CATHOLIC MEMBERSHIP

I believe that a Special General Mccting will be
held shortly at which a secret ballot will be taken on the
issue %hot non-Catholics shall be admitted as members to the
LeCotaA? ' '

Do not discard this issue lightly. It is a very
serious mattor which we should all give due consideration and
to start you thinking and talking I would like to make the
following obgervations,

In thuse days of Zicumenism when the Church advises
us to practise Christian Unity, why must we rcemein a strictly
Cotholic Club?  Most of the people who wish to join our club
are Catholics but occasionally non-=Cntholics do apply for
nembership. I believe we already have one or two in our
midst and if we vote "Catholic only" these people will have
tu relinguish their membership.

What of the Catholic who is engaged or married to
a non-Catholic?  If we enforce the "Catholic only" rule, we
loose not one member but maybe two.

In remaining "Catholic only" it can be argucd that
we generate a Catholic atmospherc, But surcely non-~Catholics
may benefit even more under such circumstances? It may be
very convenlent to have an ajl Catholic club, but is it so

egsential?, - We have a monthly rosary at the Club and an
Annual Mass, but as attendance is not obligatory, it should
caus¢ no cmbarrassment to any individual,

It has been sugg.sted that if we admit non-Catholics
they should be practising Christians. This may be an ideal, but
at the seme time how many of our present Catholic membors fail to
practise their rcligion? :

If we admit non~Catholics arc you afraid that
thcy may take over the running of 1hp club? If they did, it
would not say much for the Catholics, but we could safcguard the
situaticn by limiting the numboer to some percentags of the
CTatholic membership. That thoy could only be elicted to club
membership subject to their belng proposcd =nd scconded by
Catholic memboers,

It has becn suggested thot an undesirable clement
may creep in - but cven this situstion is safeguarded by the
Constituticn which gives the committee tho :power to remove from
the register (subj@ot to an enquiry) any undcsirable elcment.

; These arce just a few of the issues which 1 ask you
to consider and discuss. But do renmember, at the Special General
Mecting, it is not only your privilage - it is your duty to record
your vote,

MARGARET SMITH
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