











THE CARNEDDS TO THE FINISH

With lunch inside us and feeling refresheéd, we started off for Penyrole-—
“wen. Following a stream gradually up, the rain started. To make us feel
better a search and rescue helicopter flew into the Valley. The path now
turned left up the ridge and the wind had strengthened, blowing from our
right, bustling us. Rests were frequent but the wind ensured that they
were short. The top came as a relief but we now faced into the wind.
Struggling on for what secemed ages, we reached the top. Well at least

we thought we had. After yet another rest we carried on and found
ourselves climbing. Eventually we reached Carnedd Dafydd. Taking a
bearing, we headed for Craig ILlogwy. The walking seemed endless. I was
colder than I have ever been before. Three things kept me going, Paul
and Brian, my partners, Peter who may have been just behind us and the fact
that it was easier to go on than return by the same exposed route. On
reaching Craig Llogwy the wind dropped. We were now in the shelter of

" Carngdd Llewelyn. After some Kendal Mint Cake strength returned and the
summit was reached. :

Next was Yr Ellen, a mountain which was put in the wrong place, entailing
a two-mile detour consistingof a descent and climb, returning by the same
route. Having completed this trek we focused our attention on Foel Grach.
We were in cloud and the ground was still covered in snow. Navigation
consisted of taking a compass bearing and following the foot-prints in the
snow. On reaching Foel Grach we entered the mountein hut to find it
occupied by a man and his son, who intended spending the night there.

The offer of oxo from a flask was accepted and did the trick, warming

our insides.

The last peak was an anti~climax, as we nearly got lost, though the sense
of achievement was strong, standing there on Foel Fras. The time was
19.45.. We had been walking for 14 hours 26 minutes. The route down to
Aber was uneventful and soon we were supplng pints in-the comfort of the
Aber Falls Hotel. :

Peter, Tommy and Dave Newns arrived back at 10.55 and werc able to
celebrate with a pint of shandy'.

Four of the five starters had completed the Fourteen Peaks, an 80% record,
and Tommy had completed eleven, missing out the Snowdon Range.

Our thanks go out to all the support team who helped more than they may
realise and also to Dave, who guided Peter and Tomny over The Carnedds. -

ANTHONY BROCKWAY

P.S. The support team were: Pat Rothwell, Joan Finegan, Marie O'Loughlin, .
Marie Douglas, Kathy Courtney, George Riley and Tony Bond W1th Paul
Healy and Dave Newns both part supporting, part walking.

Accommodation was in lumury chalets at Glan Cwna Hollday Park, near
Caernarfon, .obtained at a special cheap rate for the weekend.
(Incidentally there were fourteen people in total on this memorable
Fourteen Peaks weekendl).

And now for something completely different
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