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The C.R.A. is you~ rambli~g club. Its rambles and other activities 
are organised for your -bern~fit. Make them a success~ We want to it11crease 
our orbit of activities and includ.e items such as a discussion group, concert 
party or dramatics group, etc. Will you support them? 

This issue of the Newsletter has at least onP unusual item included 
in it. Have you ever cared to discovPr what you yourself might contribute? 
What i deas h~vc you? What would Y.Q_g_ likP to seP in your own paper? If you 
wish to be anonymous about your icteas or sugg0stions, we'll drag out the 
11 Sub6 estions Box 11 from its cubbyhole and you can use that; but plPase let 
J.s havG Newsletter i tPms not latc>r than the 15th of the month. 

To coin a phras8 , an o~nce of action is worth morP. than a ton of 
words, and tne road to somewhere or other is paved with the best of intentions; 
so when wti drop on you for your §._g_U.YQ support of one or the other of thP 
various thin6 s which we hope to A.ccomplish, as drop on you we certainly will 
fairly soon, be ready to weigh in as much e,s you can~ A succPssful club is 
one that is £'..live and kicking - show that you are alive and kicking as well~~~ 

Incidentally, what have you done, er what are you doing ~bout next 
Tuesday's dance? 

A GOOD FRUlND LOST. -· ThP following letter has been rPceivPd from Mrs. Blair in 
answer to a lettPr of sympathy sent on behalf of the C.R.A. on the passing of 
Mr. Andrew Blair, Founder of the Y.H.A. and foremost figure in rrunbling circles 
on Merseyside and in the North of England:-

11Mrs. Ethel May :Blair wishes to thank you for your 
kinLl letter of sympathy and appreciati.~n of her 
husband 1 s great work. 11 

--------------
TENNIS - T;he :rennis Section is now well and truly undPr way. We held quite a 
s-u.--;·ce-;sful. ·nopeninl, Night 11 on Saturday, 24th May, since when it has begun to 
go .with a swing. The court, which is at "St. Gili=is, 11 (thP Convent of the 
Missionary Sisters of Africa), AlPxandra Driv0, Sefton Park, is open from 
2-30 to 9-30 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and is 
~uite handy for those getting off the bus at Parkfield Road (Lark Lane) or 
off the 25 tram at the Dingle. Those who would like a few 'wrinkles' on 
tennis will fincl a visit to the cour on Mondays very helpful. Mr. Cyril 
Kelly has bePn kind enout,h to devote Monday PVenings to helping our beginners, 
and we would like to thank him for the good work he has done so far. Member
ship Cards are being obtained and they will be available from Mr. G.Penlington. 
The s~bscription for the season is 10/6d. 

Hacquets are needed by the Tennis Section, and if any C.R.A. members 
have racquets that they are not using, we would be very pleased to have thP 
opportunity of acquiring them (the racquets). 
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FLAluiEL D~~9E - Don't forget our Flannel Dance at Blair Hall next Tuesday. 
Dancin6 will oe from S-00 pemo 'Ulltil midnight, and re~reshments will be 
available. There will be Novelty Dances, 'Spots' etc. Tickets are 2/6d 
each and can be obtained from Miss Win Jones. We want to make it a real 
success, so bring your friends alo!lb, and your friends 1 friends if possible. · 

THE VENlJ'rIA.L"'I ~iASQUE - To help ma.:~ the Club 1 s 20th anniversary next month, 
we have devoted the Social Night prior to the Birthday Ramble to holding a 
Venetian !l.1asque. To help make this a 11gon and to give somP a.tmosphP-r<=', WP 

would like ::;.::..:.. \,;.J~ IJm:.1folk to turn up in headwear consisting of, S8:Y, a. 
coloured scarf, and, if possible wearing a coloured sports shirt. We know 
we can trust the ladies to use their own ingenuity for the occas~on, but W'P. 
would like g"verYJ?.Q.Sk"l to be wearlng a mask (the Dick T-J.rpin kinP) even if 
you have to make your own~ Gettinr; really int::> the spi rit . of the evening 
will rnak:f: it a very jolly event. 

ROVING- REPORTER 

When 1John Mill 0r firs t at:;reed to li:!ad a ramble to RHYD-Y-MWN, some 
amu sE•ment and not a little exaspPration was caused in committP.e by John 
end.o'1vou r i n::.. t o J.iscover just how :HHYD- Y-MW1'1' was s·pel t. Now he may have been 
qui tr1 r i tJ1t in stre ssing the importance of spelling RHYD-Y-MWN correctly. for 
t here may 'b e many PRYD ·-Y-MW~~S, but thera can be certainly only one BHYD-Y-MWN 
as far as Whit Monday 1947 1s conce:cned. 

Having very definitely told you where Whit Monday's ramblf' was to, 
and a s t o just how it should be spelt, I'll try· not to mention the darned 
pln.c ~.' agai n but ju.$t g et on with the r~mble. Some two dozen ORA-be turned 
ou t in o ol.ou r e(l finery (and boots), enot15h to fill a bus. In fact, that' s 
exactly W~.l.5.t we d:l. d, and left a hrind.red or· so peor.)l e just s t 2rndinr; . On 
a i·riv int, at Mold I r eckon we peat all previous reco r ds in finding a t Aaplaoe 
o e f'o r ~ a ramble has even started -· in something like ·two' minutes to bf\ prPciee 
Wel l , w!1 en we even t-v.ally started walking , it was in sunshine fit to crack the 
flabs , et c . etc. \but youive had a.11 this t;uff about weather cnnd.it.i.on~ be.fore~ 

We wound our way o'er meadow and pasture, by rivUlet and etrea~, 
·\ thru' dinble and dell - well anyway, we soon reached MAESHAFN, and hPre thP.re 

mi6 ht easily have been a further arGument as to how this place was sp~lt or 
pronounced (I u.sed to call it ''My-shaffn 11 ). There had be0n n0t a few resting 
spells oefore this as the t.:,oing had been uphill for some of the way, and 
thPse gave ample opportunities to our party photograph~rt Mr. Albert YPrcminas 
(who~ -oa, there we bo again). Everyone stopped at LoggP.rheads for lemonade -
yes, l 8monade I said - and we continued on via the 11Cat's Walk (I 'bPlie.ve) and 
PAl~TYMWN (I think) to - well, you know where! This t~me there was quite some 
arbument and discussion, b~t mainly on the availability of fish and chips 
(how common~) Suffice to say we didn't get any, and had to malrn do with 11 tea 
un the l~.tWn 11 (sounds better than ohar in thP. be.ck-garden). 

'rh~ final walk by road back to LoggerhAads was pleasant, if a little 
loncish, I \e10uld like to rake up some excuse for those.· of t.he party that got 
1 l os·t 1 but I just can 1 t think: of one at the moment. Ice cream in the bus 
queue wae a :pleasing finale, tho'\16h one or two were .inclined to make hogs of 
thems0lvP ~ in this respect (I ~ mention one or two names, but you know 
th~ peopl P concerned Just as well as I do.) 
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We didn 1 t all manage to squeeze on one bus, but we were able to join 
forces at:;ain at Woodside. \'re accepted the earnPst and cordial invitations of 
the refresl:unent room ladi es and. had a fin...t\l cup of tea. '.Chese ladies were so 
Pi.lLxious to accommodate us they had not a little trou-ble with their dooro We 
part<d for home with their e;ood wishes (and the sound ')f the door) still 
rinbin~ in our ears~ But did we c~re1 not a bit~ The CRA.-bs had 
c :mqut""red - yes, mention it just once morti - PJIYD-Y-MWNt 

We at t empted to reach Meols on the next ramble, but the d.ey dawn0d 
w·:n·rn and. sum:y and it was soon quite evident t o us that th0 r t: st of 
Liverpo ol'' s p opulation had the same idea. AftPr queueing for the boat and 
bus 1 we had everythint; in common with the butter ration in a heat wave. We 
arrived at Thurstaston in time for tea and latP.r w~aded our way to Heswall. 
Aloe.rt very t;f'n O:i.."'ously lent his telescope to us ancl we procePded to admire 
the scenery -- Ji1ainly c ~nsistine::; of a couple of natty ·oathing costumes. There 
seemec1. to be some heat ed cli scussion -between the Collins ses ( thAre I g o again) 
versus Mark ~falsli a ·oly assisted by Jack Leonard, over - of all thin[~S - a 
-bottle of p ov. Kwk met with a slit:)1t acci(ient lat er on, but fortunatPly we 
weren 1 t near eno11<;_,r1 t ? hear his la!1f;uat:;t-?.. Arriving back at thP- bus stop we 
were just in time t o j oir:i. 'f,he encl of (how clid you gu ' · :~ s?) a very long queue. 

11L.E. \vil l all ram·ol e rs please note that half day rambh·s he.ve been deleted. 
fro m the pro6 ramnw and r E.: pl0,ced. by fulJ. d.A-ys - I wonder why~~ 

Our next effort was a joint ran1ble with St ockpor·t and St . !Iel ens 
Clubs to Nt~w Mills and district. This time the Wf'athe r wasn 1 t at all kin.cl 
and by the 'time we reached the tea place via E, .. cles Peak (or Pike), we were 
very wet an ). ··bedrai::;Ll ed. (Glamou.:, ~ s_s far 8.s the g irls are concernPd, is 
non-e:x5 st Pn t on a ram-ble). CyI'il Kelly and Frank TiPrney brolrn all known 
rE::conis , (ir i1'l{:-i.~:ic appr- oxirnntely two dozen cups of tea betwePn them. Sa<'li8 
me,na0 ed t o s:p:rain h er ankle and arri vPd back in New Mills the easy way - by 
·bus 1, The :rest of us t:rav02lc d the he.rd way. Retn1'i:J.n ~ home on our O\•!n bus, 
we were entertained by John Millar and Cyril Kelly, who, after competing 
ac;ai.nst each other to (Uscover who could 1h c)ller' the loud.est, joined forces 
and 1 harmonis0u. 1 

We nn::.st thank our hosts - the Stockport Club - especially the 
l eader, for a very enjoyable ramble, ann. we hope there will be another 
mt-' Ptint:·; in the not too distant future. 

Peter chose a n AW way to Mollinc;ton, and I think he shoulcl be 
conc~atulated on his enterprise ~ We were lulled into a false sPnse of 
c omfort ancl ease by having dinner almost as soon as we E; Ot off the bus - but 
we c e;.'tai.n.ly maue up for it afterwards" Rain in the early morninc:; l \ac1. 
somewhat clirnini shed our numbers (who sai ri we hadn 1 t any fair-weather hikers 
in the C.R.A . ?) Naturally, we waded through a sea of mud and spl~shed about 
in a few rain puddles - just to make us feel 1at home.' The 'OraclP- 1 was busy 
abain at teatime and warned Mark of four 'dames 1 (how CQmmon) in his lifP. 
The remainder of the party were full of energy and pep - sunbathing in fact! 
Feter had an ar5umen~ with a do5 an1 it was a little while before we could 
discover just exactly who bit who (or should it oe 'whom') - wheth~r P~ter 
oit the uob o~ vice-versa. 

Fortunately, or otherwise, 'Just William' had submitted his mastPr
piece on "How to lead a ramble" before we went to Ledsham vie. Burton Woods. 
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Hao. said article ·oeen received. later, i.t misht have i.:.~ lven certA.in 1Jeoplf' suc·
ject for thouJlt. In all fairness to the leader I mi;i.st ad.rnit we were. only mis
led twice throut)l people movinJ paths (?) Very few ram"blers noticed a 
r0r.narka·o1e fact - there were more men than girls on this rEJmlJle ~ I thl.nk 
\vin shook everyone - including herself, We were so used to h~r rambles ·De int; 
nice and easy that aft er walldnt:; 20 miles in brilliant sunshine, this l:>eli ef 
is now shattered for ever. We had one or two casualties - someone's heel 
parte,i company with her shoe, whilst someone else (notice how aiscreet I am) 
wnlk 0 c. ·01indly thro~h a nettlebed and suffered the consequences which proved. 
to be rather messy - teach 1em to look whPre they are ;oing in future. 

4th July 

11th July 

18th July 

25th July 

29th June 

6th Jul1 

13th July 

20th July 

27th July 

Cheerio until next month. 
THE ROVING REPORTER 

SOCIAL PROGRAMME 

Il'IDEPE1"1)EWCE N'IGHT (Benedict ion 
7-30 p.m.) 

Hostess, ~ISS V, DUFFY 

Host, MR. M. WALSH CRAZY WHIST DRIVE 

SOCIAL Host, Mr:. 0. G~ PE11L!NG~ON 

VENETIAN MA~~UE Hosts, THE COMMITTEE 

RAMBLES PROGRAMME 

HATCHMERE 

P.A.RBOLD (Benediction) 

WIBR.Ui T.OUR 

FOLLOW-THE-L:FlA..DE.R 

Meet 10-15 a.m. 
St .. John 1 s 1ane 

Meet 10-00 a.m. 
Skelhorne Street 

MPet 10-15 a.m. 
Pier Head · 

Meet 10-15 a.m, 
Pier Head 

l1eac1.er 
Miss K. Collins 

Leacler 
Miss A •. ·Maloney 

Leader 
Miss V. Duffy 

Leader 
Miss K. Collins 

BIRTHDAY RAMBLE Meet for ANNUAL MASS ll-00 a"m. Pro-
Cathedral. PriYate Bus afterwards to Mawdsley Moss. 

HOW TO LEAD A RAMBLE 

.. If you havP- followed out the instructions as laid down in my last 
article, it is ine~itable that within a few weeks some Committee Member will 
tap you on the eltoulcle:t"' a:'.'lcl a~k you to "lead a :Ramble." The et !t_quett e on such 
occasion& ie to declino humbly a.nd be talked round. Now that you are 
committed, there are two immediate things to 'be decided. J.s for "Time" you 
~~ive the Committee about t~n dates on which you can lead, and leave them to 

/ 
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pj.ck an entirely different one. Koep your eyes open fo:r t:CH.i ann:nm02mtc·nt of 
time an.i place of mPetint;; in the appropriate Satur ""1.ay 1 s Ec:ho, a.r.i.d ( i.f h l s 

·oeen printed by then) in the membership card. proe;ramme. AVurn c.lJ~ these 
arra1J5 ements as 3rou woul.d the t;laf_:;ue.. As to ! 1rlace 11 p~ck out a n:l(.;;e-so:mclin:~.; 
name ar..d. go somewhere else. .All ram.bll3s must ·oe pi or.Pe red, "bu~ fc :r.· r:iyscJ.f, I 
01::'1ieve in mald.;:.tg a virtue of nec8Ssity, '\J'J.Z: keep the c .. ate o f ;y-"Jur pi,•:ineer 
h~nd.y for s ome pa:'t .Ll~ulc.rly foul S-uj,1day when it will serve a~ an excuse f or 
n rJt .:..;oin~ o-;.;i.t on the official ram·ble, at. the same time giving you a whole day 
to do that job y~~ just never se em to find time for . 

.How for the e;reat day itself. TURN UP LA1I1E. This proves to evF·ry
one there (if ar)·) how important you are to the success of th e da:r. If go i1'l{.; 
oy ferry, BE FT.P.ST OFF THE BOAT. This prevents people from askir-'{..; you what 
price ticket to ·ou.y and b ives you a chance to ask the inspector what bus you 
want without havini:; an:y witnesses about. 

lirow that you g.re actually leading as it were, I must impress on yrm 
the two t;;reat essentials of a good leader. (a) .ALWAYS lose your way. 
(b) NEVER admit it. 

(a) is fairly simple. Admittedly, from time to time y ou will come 
across a place you recot,nise, ·out time will rPmedy this defE>ct. (b) is much 
more difficult, not possibly when you are not quite sure whether to turn 10ft 
or ri bht when you 6et off the bus; but when you are sendinb someone up a 
sibnpost for the tenth timP somewhere around midnight~ the pretence is a 
little more difficult to uphold ., Keep a stiff uppPr lip. Tell them you've 
just checked up - that you thoUt;ht it too nice a ni~ht to go back early, 
anythinb but that you've lost your way. Remember, you can GO on the ramble 
as advertised, and it may be once looked on as a temporary lapse, but onoe 
adrni t you 1 ve lo st you way, and as a leader you are as dead as a du:::l: (which 
isn i t a bad ill.ea at that~) Unfortm:ate:!.y ( 1) there are many poi.::it s I co.n 1 t 
to·uch owinb to u.r:d. vc~ rsal 1:fr•ortage of paper - tee:~ r,1ac c s C.gr .. ·'Jre i, rl•:;:::-;) , J okes 
(°borrow John Millari s gag book), etc., bHt take careful note of what I 1v :' 
lniLi. ~.mt a·oove and your- name will live for ever in the annals o-::. the Cl.i.:b. 

P ,,S , l>ll ha ve t .'.) try this 1eadinr:; busines s some time. 

I was in that part; of Italy that is considered the most beautiful, 
where it is warmest yet mellowest, where deep blu~ skies only deepen furthPr 
a olue. Tyrrhenian Sea tha·t \,rashes silently onto Capri and the Sorrento 
Peninsu.la. Paradoxically enoUe;,h, Where nature can be most sublime she can 
also be most fearsome. Thus it is with this most beautiful spot. Turn over 
the pages of its history and all,you will find.are splashed blood-red or 
coloured with the awesome crimson of Vesuvius. HOJl'\ 1'"• '", 3,000 years ago, 
WJ.'Ot.e of SwyJ.la and Charbydis, of the Isle of Sirens or of the mouth . of Hell 
itself, all of · which h~ld such terrors for the mariners of those ancient 
times, and all of them reputedly contained in this Italian paradise. 

Throughout tbe ages, man and Vesuvius havP 8.l.tPrnately endAavourAd 
to ove1"come this fair place, and between them have only succeeded in sullying 
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its beauty, Vesuvius _not uncommonly havi.ng the last round. Turn over the most 
r ecent pa6 e of her history. To tne mighty invasion and anti-invasion crescP-ndo 
of September 1943. Vesuvious repHed in March l9l+4 by blowing off his top and 
blottin6 out oath sun and landscape for more than three days. He followed a 
c ontinuous cannonade of r ecl-n.ot rocks and stones with an invading force of lava 
i n an att empt t.o conqu.er the n0ar-by villages of San Sebas·tiano and CPrcola. He 
almost succ eeded, fo r h? captured and still holds half of San Ssbastiano. 

It we. s in thi0 di rsct~. on I mad.e my way when the conquest was fresh 
and r ec en t. , t h r ow;)h spt:c tral ooun'!;ryside -uuried de ep in grey ash. No flowers 
or br eensward c ould oe s een a1~ywh ere, and tref")S and vines appeared as if 
e tchr.(l from sunle s s o-ub t er::-a;:-1t:~an caverns. On reaching San Sebastiano, 
furthe r prot_~ :·e ss wa s oa::..~r ed. by a 5.0 to 100 ft. wall of lava, crin!:lAd and 
bla ck. It h.e.vcl r ollerl r €:l en.tl e s s ly across thP centre _of the town, turning a 
once--ousy ma.in street i nt o a c11l-cle-sac. 

I climbed tho l ava, st il l wa1·m a:t.d emokinc, and undou"t>tedly quite 
r ed-hot not many feet b ol , .w i".;s still unc ertain surface, and the first thing 
I saw wa s a cam;.ianiJ. e , -or ch'tl:!'Gh 'bell tower, pointine; upwards from out of 
t he crink l eli ma s s . SliiShi.ily n earer, nnd to the edg e of the stream of lava,· 
wa s a three-st or led house, i ts ,interior showing, leaning over drunkell.lY as 
if c ont emptuc-.rnly pushed aside by the long arm of Vulcan. 

Wh £1..t t ·rea sur ed trinkets or possessions, memorif's and dreams now 
li e buri ed , may-oe fo r eve::.--, beneath this newest crust of earth? 

The cafe where I stopped for a cooling glass of Chianti had a small 
ma nuoline orche stra - they were pl~ying 11 Santa Lucia." 

fiTu sei 1 1 irnpex·o dell! ai"Inonia 11 sang a voice of no account what
so ever - 11 Thou a.rt th€ Kine, of Song "! I reflP-cted that this wa.s more than 
likel y s o , for if the events of the past months had not quenc~.e (l the love of 
·oeauty and sor4f, , then it would c·ertainly reign beyond and a-oove the worst 
tha t ma.n o:: 11 Il Monte Vesuvio i1 may do. 

IE~BUf!!. I can~t tell a typp writer from a lawnmowerJ,but having 
long wanted to :paY,ttri1)11te to our long-suff!l?ring typist I thougt mt 
best to do it myself as her modesty would rebel at lau~~ng her own 
praises. I don't know what she said for thought) when given less 
than 24 hrs in which to do the typing, but the completed work was 
handed over in fJ.s charming and engaging manner as if given the :prom-
i sed week in which to do our monthly opus. · 

As promises have been made and broken do often I want to he 
more convincing in future and let actions speak louder than words 
Had she knovln of m;y· · s.n:bention I feel sure she would have wanted me · 
to mention Miss Terry Smith, who helps her to make such a good job 
of our newslettcro 

Un behalf of the CoR.A'>, therefore, I say "·rhank you, Miss 
Eil eon Coll ins l 11 • . 

LLL-------·'loo-----------




