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E D I T 0 R .I A L : 
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So ,. th.~ Ne wsletter is 'stereotyped'.- If this is correct, 
the n it has been thus for more years than -I can remember. Is it 
mor e ster eotyped than your daily or weekly magazine or paper? Not 
tha t we aspire to such lofty heights; we don't aim to give you a 

1Month-end Hevaille' or a series of strip carto0nst even if we had the 
talent, which we haventt as far as we know. 

We . don.'t pretend these printed (or. stereotyped) sheets are any-
t hing more tha n the Tgen 1 columns of · a rambling club. If there are 
a ny who have no "inteI?·est -in rambling, or have lost what interest they 
ha d, then we ~re sorry - FOR THEM! 

It h o.s been s a id tha t the ~ ~a.mbling Reports '" are much of a 
muchness. Gr i nt e d, but the s o.me could be said of weekly football 
reports in. the ne ws po.pers, and they o.re read · every week·. by those 
in the 'sw_im'. Verb. sap! · 

I f y ou h n.ve any ideas for improving your Newsletter~ · l ·et us 
h~ve them. For._long enough the Committee, like the voice in the 
wi i derness, has c a lled for your comments and contribu~ions. A 
fe 11 u.r e a i r ed in this edition, but we would like to have many more · 
voice their opinions. Let u s have · a n article or lett·er from you 
r e cor ding your 'yea ' ·or 'no.y', NOW.' 

G. Penlingt on. 

-0-0-0-

:PERSONAL, --------------- --
Enga gements. Congr a tulations to Johhny Batisti and Clare Imundi and 

a 1_so to Maur een D~nnis,6n and bar American fianoe. 

We wish .Mrs. Joe Clooney a speedy recovery from her recent 
i tt a ck of pneumonia . 

-o-0-o-

NOTICE'S 
=- - - .. - - -

ASH WEDNESDAY. There - will~ be a Social on this night. 

MONrHLY ROSARY. ov-fing to the fact tha t there · will not be . a meeting 
of the Club on Ash Wednesday, the Rosary .1 Recital 

11-.rill be on Wednesday, 10th M3.rch, at the usua l time. 8.20 p.m. As 
t his Will be one of our Lenten Rosaries, we appeal to you -to make an 
GXt rG. e ffo r t. 

ST. l?ATRICK Ts 
NI GHT. 17th~.MARJH. 

TALENr NIGHT. 

Again, thero will NOT be u Social, o.s thG 1Knights t 

always havo the Hall for a Dance on the '17th'. 

This is March 31st. c. ome along and be 
' o.maaazed' at thG ~Magee Discov_e.rios; 

• I • .:· ·j. 

-o-0-o-
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PRO G R~MME. 

Jfeb. 28th. Saighton. Pier Head. 10.Zo a.m. W. Naylor. 
Mo.r . 7th. 

\ I 14th. . ,, 21st • 
28th. 

Belmont. St~.John St.10.00 a.m. J. Whitfield. 
Woav er Valley. Pier Head~ ... 10. 4~5'· a~ m. : A. Ardis. 
Cha let Weekend. (:Provis"i·onal) SEE PAGE 5. . 
Gr e~_spy Pier Head .. ..l• 45 p.m. L. Bassett .. 

. . '·.' .. 

Benediction Walks. -~"Fenr.;ary . - Saigh~on. March - Greasby. 

-o-0-o-

" T E N N. I ·S 
======= 

3/6d. 
3/6d. 
3/6d. 

l/6d . 

After · till . the recent' -snow, i ~ is nice to think .of Summer once 
moro and . that; ·of cour~G, .always conjures up visio.ns of glorious sunny 
eve nings and WeGkends at Garden View, home of the C.R.A. Tennis Section. 
BY tho time you read this, you ' will all have given your names- and 
do}osits - to Mary Smith, and will be looking forGward to wielding your 
rucquets very soon. · Providing vie can got the courts ready in time, the 
so'ason Will opGn on March 20th. . · 

. This naturaliy brings·up the question of assistance in prepar-
ing . a nd ·maintaining thG courts, wiring etc.~ and I would like any male 
mombGr of thG Se ction who is willing to hGlp,to contact me as soon as 
) OSsiblo, so .. that arrangements can be made for the season. .Under the 
he a ding of maintenaJ:lce com0s tho vory import a nt i tern of mowing and 
r.1-J..rking the courts, ·which must be done regularly to ensure ma.Ximum 
Gnjoymont from your game s. I would bo dolightGd to hear from all thoso 
i,-.,.-illing to have thGir names on a "Mowing Rotan for tho seJ.son, in ardor 
th.J.t 11ve cu.n always 'bat on a :perfect wickot 11:. By tho way, if any o~ you 
shoul.d want to contact mo regarding work par-ti e_s, etc. , my ph?ne number 
is Stoncycr.oft 5847. Haro' s to a sunny s eason, with plenty of good · 
tennis in 1954. . 

.. ~; . 

-o-0-o- . 
.P.AiillOLD. 31st January, 1954. · 

• • h • ' 

- ~ w~ b~~rded the train for Ormskirk, everyone with rosy cheeks 
i nd s~arkling oyGs, in a snow covered world. Tea wasconsumed from 
Pint Pots a t Rufford and then we proceeded to Harrock Hill. The 
3 oing v7as good .... soft 'powdery snow, .qui to brilliant sunshine, lots of 
sno-,7bo.lls, and time for a run on a toboggan. Then wo lunqb.ed in a . 
wee hollow at the top of thG hill. 

Dalt on and :Parbold were skirted, and the ·foremost walkers . 
stopped on top of a bank to wait in ambush for the _ follo~ors up as 
t hoy c amo t.b.roug.h a gulley, v1ith lots of snowy ammunition. · After thG 
GXor tion,· tea was really welcome (isn't it always?) at SkGlmorsdalG, 
a nd thon on to St. Richard's for Benediction. 

Ba ck a t Ormskirk once again, the inevitable cups of tea and . 
coffee were consumed, and wo boarded the .. h9mew.ard bound train feeling __ .. . . 
r eally fit and happy after walking through ... a vcrrl."table fairyland·· o·f · 
t ro os a nd bushes. . .. -~ ., 

•. :·:.~::1 - •, ~-

... ... -.. .. -· .. 

A r eally e njoyable wa lk - Many thanks, Tony •. 

'.Ma.rgarct Beattie. 
"":-0-.0-o-

NELSON. February . 7th, 1954. . ... 

A smart looking crew reEresenting the C. R.A• gathored.:at" .... · .. . 
Exchange Station together with 2)0 9ther l.ndiv~duals. all bound for 
Nelson. The weather on leaving Liverpool didri't show .m:u.ch :promise · 
of a fine day .a misty _rain hung · over the City, but . in ·spite' of this 

• 



a motley crowd turned out ready to brave any type of weather. Further 
along the line a.t the elite district of .Kirkdale, three more joined the 
party (t?e poor things couldntt afford the 4d b.u.3 . fare into town. 

· r Nelson was reached about half an hour behind schedule. The 
QUaint townsfolk were rudely awakened when the train stopped in the main 

· street and we were unloaded on to the sidewalk. A thin layer of crisp 
snow proved too much of a temptation to the youngsters and snowballs 
were hurled about in all dirGctions - the Ramblers had arrivedl 
Margaret B. wuickly sought the shelter of the trees from the .sn01Jball 
onslaught, dut did she escape??? 

· Stomachs, as always on our Sunday outings, received first con-
sideration and butties were duly eaten before we attempted to walk. 
Alec then mustered the" crowd together and we filtered spasmodically 
through the streets to the open country bBhind Barrowsford. 

Industrial Lancashire looked unfamiliar yet beautiful on that 
early February day. Tufts of grass peeped through the carpet of snow . 
a:nd the bare trees stood majest.ically surveying the strange scene while, 
in the background, the towering factory chtmneys stood up stark and 
nake.d like pins in a pincushion,., Passing through Clough Hall, we 
continued on across the fields, heading for the rugged·Pennines. 
Walking thr.ough the snow pro'T1ed to be a great effort and even the 
seasoned ramblers complained of aching legs and tired feet. After the 
slow drag u:p the hill into Barley, we were all very grateful for the 
welcome cup of toa. 

Dusk was falling as wo left the Cafe, but we kept to the foot
pDths until darkness forced us to abandon them and take to the roads. 
The icy roads made the descent into Nelson very treacherous, and it was 
a relief to feel ones feet on firm ground once more~ 

The train transported us back to the big cityr and we went our 
different ways after recording our heartfelt thanks to wee Alec for his 
excellent effort. 1 

Dear Edi tor, · 

M.W. 
-o..-0-o-. 

C o· R R E §. £: Q. ~ !?, ~ N C E ·• 
~ - . ~:= - - .- - = = = 

109., Utting .Avenue East, 
Liverpool, l~. ~ 

30th Jan. 1954. 

With all due re$:pects to our worthy Chairman, Iv.tr. W. Roberts, 
I canript let his remarks c ancerning the Ne·wsletter go unchallenged• 
Whilst ' agreeing in part that the Newiltitter is inclined to be stereo
typed and that other articles outsid'e of rambling, social and football 
re :ports Y.Ould be printed without :p~e judi-c·e to the existing news pub
lished therein, . I fail to see how toe blame can be ettached to the 
Newsletter Committee. 

The Newsletter is the voice. of the Catholic Ramblers. It is 
not the voice of the Newsletter Comrrittee. Their job is to sort, 
a:?r'ange, use or discard the artj_cles at their disposal s.nd to :publish 
comment as fairly as possible with regard to the activities of the Club~ 
ThtJ .Chairman Ts remarks must the:..'l be taken as a censure of the members 
of the Cl~b. The rvoicer is com~osed of the opinions of the members 
- ali 250 of T em - bless theml If members ,.Jill not express their 
opinion through the 1\fow.sletter or cnntributo in any way to the voice of 
the Club - their monthly Newsl€tter - thEm i·~ is left to the Newsletter 
Committee to use what matorial is availableh Rambles are being 
reported in full, I suppose, b(cause of lac£ of an article to fi~l the 
space available. This is a :pl'oblem which eyery Newsletter Coronu ttee 
has had to face during the pasi five years~ 

Continued. 

. .. 
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Let us admit it, Bill, fow of the members in tho Club would 

be «~rnrriod if the Nawslettor c.losed down. Aro .tho Club really inter
ested in a. Nowlett0r? I v1ould V1Glcome -·artiolos on all aspects ot 
r ambling, as~ociatcd olubs, dancing, plays; anyt4ing you liko, but 
Yv"hcro aro wo to get tho contributors from · - tho Club Membors or the 
N-.:ivrn lett.er Cammi ttec? With r0gard to the oorrespondence cornor, this 
l ott er should invite some repiios. All challonges accepted 

Yours faithfully, 

Thomas O'Neill. 
-o-0-o-: 

Tho correspondence Column Will be a regular feature ., IF we 
rGccivo the material. 

-o-0-o-

vmISH WITHOUT TEARS - LESSON 11. 

Success at last! 
following:"'!' 

Fan mail! The Editor has received the 

May i be allowed, through the Newsietter ,· to congratulate 
Mr . CG.llaghan on producing a very interesting and informative article 
in Last Month's issue. I hope he will continue the good work. · 

' Ferhaps Austin can tell me the meaning of the hypenated 
l e tter 'Y' which appears in some welsh names i.e. ncyrm-Y-Brain1'·. 

A1 so, cGuld he translate a name which has intrigued me, and no doubt 
m:J.ny others:-

LIANFA.IRP'dLL GVVYNGLLGOGERYYCHWYRNDROBW"LLLLAN-
1rYSILOGOGOGOOH • 

.. Yours sincerely, 

Gerry McDonald. 19 

Obviously a _man of extremes - jumps from a one-letter query 
surrounded by hyphens to a 58, without even changing gear. Time does 
not allow a fullscale investigation of the first case - such as look
ing under '"¥' in Spurrell's Dictionary (presuming I had one) or perhaps 
asking a Welshman - but in the absence of the pukka gen I will hazard 
a guess. Judging by its position and the translation of the .type of 
place-name in which it . recurs, one assumes it is merely. the . de·fini te 
G.rticle, literally· 'ilflIEO • It probably ap_pears in· some of the . more 
consonant-studded names to maintain '. the rhythm so typical of the .·· · 
lo.nguage. 

Turning now to the sixtyfour dollar question, I am glad to 
se,.y that my little booklet provid~s the answer, under the heading 
,.,;rhe Great Welsh Word-Puzzle :Attempted Solution19 • The spelling here 
is not quite identical with that provided by our reader, but as the 
harrassed typist will probably mutilate . them both, . it w.on 't matter. 
(There is a footnote by The Harrassed Typist). Here goes to dissect 
the monstrosity whi"ch, incidentally, I suspeot to be only another ·· 
l:'fe lsh Tourist Board gag4'-

LI...A.N - church or village; FAilt - $1j. :11s.ry; PWLL - pool; GWYN -
White; GYLL - hazel wood; GO - hard;·.. GER - by; C.HWYRN - swift; 
DHO - whirl; BWLL - pool; TYSILIO - St. Tysilio; . GO t GO ,GO -
"'mere jocular rej_Jeti tions ·,. 9 (cheating, I would call i t ·~t) ·; GOOH ..:. red 
or ruddy. (I alHays thought the Welsh for 'j•'ruddyH was FLIPPIN', look 
you t). 

Thus analysed, the joke (says my booklet) may be freely 
rendered:- rThe church or village of St. Mary near the pool of the 
white hazel wood, and hard by the swift red St. Tysilio whirlpool'"1• 

No prizes are offered to rGaders daft enough to send in alternative 
solutions. The Harnssed Typist 1s footnote is to the effect that, 
again, no prizes will be offered~to the mathematically minded among 

continued. 
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who discover that she typed only 57 of the 58 letters of Llanfair etc • 
.Ip.a t is an ext ra 'Y' in so many? 

Reports of a recent Chalet Weekend when the Caler Gas wasn't, 
r eminde<'.l me that the actual address of the place is n::.eant-Ddud. 
Those diligent students who swatted the vocab. in Lesson 1 will get 
full marks for remGmbering that '~ant' means a hello~ or de~ression. 
'Ddu' is a new one meaning 'black'. -Would it therefore be approp-
r iate to translate the Chalet add::Bess as HBlack ·nepression; '1? Those 
Y7ho had to battle \Vi th the conditions may agree, but perhaps now that 
the lap se of time has mellowed their bitterness they Will recall 
h a .i_Jpier times spent in the good old shack, and prefer a kinder transla _ 
tion such as HDark Hollow· 7• This v1ould presumably refer to some near
by dell; perhaps members will keep a lookout for a likely spo.t ... _ on 
t he next visit. · 

. . 
. ·- ··. Austin Callaghan • 

-Q-0-0-

SOCIAL . PR . OGH AMM E 
=~==== · ==========::=a 

NOrE : Don't f orget that there will I.1..0r. be a Social on Ash WednGsday 
and -Hodnesday, March 17th. 

M.C. Host & Hostess. Night. 
I.iar. 10th. BillRoberts. B. Edwards & Ivlary Campbe ll. 

, , 24th. A6 Callaghan. B. Naylor &. Ka th Daniels. 
·, 7 31st:. Committee. G. Penlington & Tub.ry Smith. Talent Night. 

-o-0-o-

RA.l\llBLIN G EROGRAivLME ALTERATION • 

. In y our Ramblin£ l?r ogramnio, ·a : provisional Chale t Woekend is given 
for .March 21st. Since duplica ttng pago 2, the · following information 
ha. s como to hand. March . 21st is a Ruabon Walk, v1ith Bill Pottor 
10ading. The moat is at .a.. James StrGo t Station, and the approx
imat e cost is 4/6d. The Rq.rnbling Committee point out that the moe~s 
fo r tho We avor va11oy a nd Grcnsby ~alks are 'a.m. t nnd not 'p.m.' We'd 
pr oba bly bo brought up for 'lingering with feloniGus intont~if a -mob of 
us g ot together a t the .PiGr ·-Head at that unearthly hour! 

-o-0-o-

SHg~SBURY, fil:.§.1 Feb-~§.iY· 195 4 . 

·I wasnrt. on this.walk but got the details from Bern.a.rd, on 
the Sunday after the Bootle Town Hall Dance. .As he was still reckon
i nc up how many 4/-d tickets make £1. and how many £ls. would ·make u:p 
enough to clear all the exes, I shantt be surprised if the people out . 
on this walk don't recognise it from the write-up. 

Nine hereos ·and he.~oines turned u:p, wi. th bags LUlder their 
eye s as well a s on their backs, after their late night. Shrewsbury 
was r eached at 1 p.m. The chief beauty of this lovely old town to 
the Philistine eyes of C.R.A. was the Sidoli Milkbar which, I am 
assured, serves .U:P real live Continental coffee. I loathe the stuff 
myself, continental or otherwise, but some of you may care to make a 
note of the address. 

After sampling this wonderful drink thoroughly, they pressed 
on to Wrekin, but instead reached Harwood. The melting snows had 
made their presence felt, and the mud varied in depth from ankle to 
knee height. Weary leg muscles that had valiantly stood the test of 
a heavy night's dancing at Bootle 1 s Civic Centre found the added weight . 
of the mud too .much, and the party collapsed onto macs etc. for ~alf an 
hours sleep. Fortified, they got in motion(of a sort) again, and 
f ollowed a loose (in the T. V. sense),,.. route back to Shrewsbury. 

h ol'"St·SL;£. 

.Continu~ 
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Heving looked at. the ma:p,. I ca n : only think thnt tho horse be long ing to 
this ·:pa"rt.icular horseshoe wa s mal f ormed. 

· The .. conve rs a tiona l highlig ht ·s eems to hav e been tho f a ct of 
1\lex rs nephevi having joined t ho Forcos for 22 years. · ·Its O . K. if you 
.live· that long t 

. { ( 

In the train home, Berna.de tte took her f irst l es son in ha rmon
ic a playing from Basi 1, on the s t·-' ic t unders t~nding tha t she wouldn t t · 
g ive a solo on this ins trument on T ~l8nt Ni g ht. 

A little nLivingstono - I pr e swno 1i came o wa s enacted .. on the 
Ferry 1 when they me t up wi t h the Snig hton Pionoe rs. As · the Le ad e r for 
n0xt Sunday, Bill rJaylor, staye d in that area for D while, ·it· should b e 
a s ood walk. 

F .M.H . 

-o-0-o-
. .. . ; ..... 

SOCIAL C H .A T T .E R 
=======:i ==-=-==-=-==== 

FANCY DRESS.~ 10th February, 1954. 
... 

. . . 

I don't know so much about the .'Fancy' · ~· ,'e.soteric · woµld. be nearer 
the mark • • f:i~:~+.~9-i.E4.¥.rd~~em to hav~ been taken fr.om all. p1.aces .. and all ages, 
a nd the imrrmt·:t-v~l'fe:ss shewn was frightening. If a lvlan from M.ars ·had 
walked in he'd have 'been gently but ifrmly pushed into the parade, and 
':7ould have been lucky to' win a prize. 

Tuiost of the members seemed to concentrate on topicality, and Len 
Bassett's serio:...c·.omic nB1ack Pact ' ; was a finG example. Toulouse 
·La-g.trec -coul~ri't g0t off his knees (first ttme we 1ve seen Bernard 
on 1 ~m) and Dorothy couldn't .get her captive AbomLnable Snowman .Qf! to 
hers for.· ·the group photo. - Stella 'f:1 efforts io ·fold up for the front 
row were· th<? funniest thing of the -evening. Radio ·programnE $ were 
\W ll repr0sented, and I\Iark won a prize as ' 'What's My· Line?'~ ~ Some of 
the song titles were very good and The Tennes9ee Wig Walk, illustrated 
by Bernadette and Chris Coleman well deserved.a. prize. The thought 
of the cotton used in sewing up that costume must have pushed Coates 

:-· sJ;~ares up quite a bit. Margaret Beattie 's ··9Iviarcellus' ' from ,·"The Robe ·" 
looked very authentic. How many timGs did you see the film to get 
thl.i. doto.ils t . Margaret? · 

Inavitably, there wero a number of near ~i..ss.es.' · The Miss Fits 
of l\'Iargaret ·and Madelaine wer~ vecy good, and the Matador was almost 
a 1rize-winner. I don't think there was a poor costume in the hall 
and thG onlookers ccrtaialy got:thelr bob's worth. 

• .. i 

This ·hasn't left much room for news of the Valentine Dance at 
Bootle , but it was another t~oroughly enjoyable effort. Although 
th0re wasn~t quite as much even~ng dress~~ i~st time, thGre were some 
lovely aft~rnoon efforts. The disc-jockey/~! the M.C. during the 
inturval W·~mJ much appreciated. ·Anunusual feature was a certain 
amount of jiving which went on in the corners of the room near the 
Ba.nd, but l..t .Q.:tcl,.n•.t · spoil the floor for the more o;rthodox dancing. 

I 

ThG professiorial catering was much quicker than our ovm effort, and our 
·3.mo.teur ki tchep: ·staff of the last dance weren't exactly fre:tting at 
loosing their : job~. 

It was · tis· we ll at't . .e nded as evar. .Looks a s though · it will have 
t.p ·b0 the Grafton next tim·o, and Vle'll ha:VG to limi.t '"th.e tickets!! 

Oh! I n barly forgot 'Grandma'. ~ . {Tl;lere 1N"oren 't many purely pretty 
costumes at the Fancy Dress, .but she st:0ope·d head -and shoulders over 
a ll comers in this section. Her swish ha.ir-.do", Schiaparelli (phonote 
s~elling) creation in svelt a black and, above all, her exquisite den
t ines and 'Non-National Health Scheme' glas.ses, made up as pretty a 
picture as I ho?e never to see again~ - -

Yours, 
So'c iali te. 
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