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Over the Christnas period I had .letters frou three ex-menbers 
who are now living pemanently ·a~ro~ •. '.11he firsh1one was Tony Reynolds 
a oesber in the pre-war era who pow .lives .in Pretoria,South Africa. 
He has been there since 1935 and· -' he" i(ells ·file he still uses his cycle 
daily a..YJ.d it is the same cycle . that', Vi~s built for hiD - ~n Liverpool 
in 1925. He wishes to be retneIJbered tc .. a;ny Dember who sti~l lmows his 
nao.e.He also wishes the Club every success in 19740 . 
. · ., . SecondJ...f~.I had a ·letter froo Vi Duffy who now· ilve·s in New York. 
She . .-.. ·:Says _sh~ rtE:r~-e.:r ... ~:~-ork.~ts '·-t}?.e _good days sh~ ·spent in the Ramblers 
fo'r nany "years-·-a:n:d: .. J'..fishes to ·be reoerabe:r;ed :·to all. 

The last letter '. was ·£ .r9m; :Austra;tia<- e I ·t - .. qame from Albert Downing 
---·who is lmown to a: lot of you.He paid a -. visit to _the Club when he was 

back here last ·. Qctober _and he warr~$ to·. ~hank all of you fsir 11aking 
" .. _ him feel ~~ ho1ae· rigl?-t" away_, althou'g}J.~ he had _been abroad so l~:mg. 

He apologi;ses--.:(or not being able to ,. get round to E?eeing all his 
friends bttf he says . the ti:rae just fl~"\v over. However he says he Bight. 
be back again i:µ about· two years time-and hopes to see :oore of you 
then.Meanwhile he wi~he$ t;he Club a very successful .. year in 1974. 

I also had aletter °frGo Fr.Joe Bonnell a friend pf .. the· ·cllil.b :-since 
the old days of the Church-, ·st.re.~t-ort · football natches1»sor:ie of you 
raay renenber hiw cooing along to 'the .QJ.ub in the _RoA.F. Roons in 
Boilid Street and giving us a talk and slide show on _: t:h.e· Missions. 
He is now in Malawi on his mission work and would like to send 
his blessings and good wishes to all :c1e:rabers of the C.R.A. 

Niee to know that these friends and ex-Lleobers still find tifile 
to write and say thanks for the good times they have had in the. 
coLlpany of the Club and I have written to then all on Y<?11r behalf, 

o ::.., _ _ s~p..<;ling in return your best wishes for the year., 
.. .. 

In Memorium. 

. ·~ . <~· .. 

CJIBIL. 

,,·.- · .. 

Will. you please pray for the repose of the soul ·-:. 
of Hugh Molloy's mother who died recently •..... 

D 
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Thats what the man s·aid we would do, so twentyone jolly folk set 
out armed with map and comp.3.ss to explore the lower regions of Primrose · 
H,ill. Having fallowed Eric, our_ gallant leader over land and Mers.ey 
we arrived, Orie car missing, at r-·rimrose Hill, there to be met · by the 
sight of hundreds of people all bent on Orienteering and all seemi".1:gly 
be·tter equiped for the joh th3.n us. Not in any way daunted by this 
a group of .us went to the registration post to ask the little man 
could -we also play? His answer was brief but polite, no, the course 
most of us were to go on .. was already overfull. ( See footnote ) 

Us, Being 9-ead keen made n.o further enquiries but returned to the 
main party who, now having found the missing car agreed that the best 
thing to do was to have a ramble of our o~m • 
Retracing our steps we headed for · Christmass 
tree land, better known to many as Delamere 
Forest, where having alightea from our cars 
we split .into walkers and dr:j_rikers. · Eric, 
our lead.er in a mad moment gave the .rnEl.P to 
HiQhie si.n4 told. him to le~µ 1J;$ ;·,.qo Q.~f we 

~ • • • • > • I •. • : • ~ ~ • • '. o, ' 

went down the road with rlichie like any good 
leader at .. the ·back . trying ·to place us on the 
map. · A. hundred y~rds down the road Eric (\ 
once again took over and started to le_ad us \. '\ 
3.ll cross country. After one ·q:vick rehersal ~ 
for an esc.ape= from Colditz, ·we ·entered the '( 
forest where .2:ric now showing his true colour·s- · 
let us all tak~ . . turns to piece at getting los_t · · \ 
and for extra ·thrills showing us how to find . 
large red "and white poles stuck in the grou,nd. . . 
Having lead· us through marsh and over stream; · 
destroying oµT· ·sence of direction completely 
he finally took pity· on his sheep and showed 
us the way. back to·the waiting cars, where 
after an ice cream ·we ·were allowed to go . home. 

Orienteering? No . I don't · think we did 
that. We did have a good ramble though. 

1~ . Footnote. 
The Primros·e Hill event · compris~d four 

courses . .- 2; 4; 6; and 8 Km.in length. · The first · ; 

·u· ' ( 
I )I"" 
~/ 

. . J .. . ~d 
"it~~+ . con:i.petitor had started ~t lOam. and the last ~ • 

start time was 1 pmo · Frize distribution was ~-- 7 
at 3 pm . ... ··. :As some 700 competitors were taking · : .. --:_--::-::.:...-· 
part. most o:f ·. the start times had already been · · · -~~--

£1\\\Ltl . 
... . --~~_....----; 

- . . / ..._____.., taken ·with some · courses already oversubscribed. ~:.:.-.;:,.._ 
This turnout reflects the enormous popularity 
of the sport and if we a re- not ·t o be disapointed 
at our next venture we ·should endevour to pay 
our entry fee iri advanc.e (it's cheaper) and 
obta.in .our· starting ·times. · E:t> ·n·o i<: . 

i 



SAU IE: DOLJL X I TA \~Y 

wELL WE CALLED rr~~~· 

"But why go skiing in the winter?" I asked ~ Mngriifico a yea:r ago. 
"Och 9 laddie·11 he replied "Cos there 1 s no snow in summer~' (Good thinking 
Batman) ?But surely everybody needs a sUiilliler holiday?" I queried. 
"Rhubarb" he snarled (or was it "Spaghetti") i'active ramblers don't 
need summer holidays~ Hid message obviously carried for it was a 
party of 21 ra3blers and friends which boarded the BEA Super One 
Ele-\-en Jet at Manchester Airport at 2-30p.filo on ·19th Jane 19740 
Two hours l ater we l arided at Milan after flying at 28,000 ft over 

.. t~e snow,':'ca:pped peaks in the vicinity of Mont Blanc.At this point 
our par-CJ'. wa s reduced by three with those more proficient skiers 
Eric ?Bernar d and John s etting off for Bormio.We boarded our coach 
for the f our hour dri ve ·t o 8auze DiOulx on the French/Italian 
border('>. nwe need mo±e snow in Sauze " the Courier explained. We 
feared the wor s e but our fears were unfounded as ther e was plenty 
of snow pa:rticulcxl y on tpe· high slopesoOn Sunday we wero ·kitted 
out with all our equi pment and so .the fun was abou:t _. to sta:rt, 
especi ally for t he beginners. Mary,PaulinefAnne,Maggie·,Ma:rgaret, 
Phi l,.Steve and Pete oMonday saw our gang 'i1hrust in to the -
unsuspecting hands of our Italian Ski In.strlictor for the first 
of ' t he daily 3 hour l _essons ~El Magnifico resisted the tenptaion 
to t each the Instructors all .h e knew and forcing his way through 
the photographe±s arD.d auto~raph hunters ·:he . graciously ·joined the 
sane class a s Bernie ,·Barry, ToIDCTy & Dave. Others joined their 

.. respective classes while we , the novices, LJ.ade our wi1ls.Fo:r 
the firs t week we were entrusted to Ivan~ a handsone gent from 
the. Dolor.lites for whoo the girls,especially Maggie ·f8ll heads· 

..... ·. ovtir heels literally and frequently. "Snowplough" he :yelled, so . 
.. -we 1dived ou t of the way.His eye sig:P.t was obviuusly .good .'oqs 

we n ever s aw ·,one at all() "WhY. you sit down?" he frequently asked · ... 
. but '. ~eally t he sun was so hot we just haQ to rest .every 2 
oinu.t es oAs the days went by we really iraproved for we .found a . 
way bf s t opping. wi thout falling overttThe tec.hnique appa:rent~y 
is knowm as " Snowplough~ ' o 

.. : Next .vre found we could turn corners even though the slds : ._. 
would' nt o A big thr·ill at the end of · the first week . wa·s a trip ·· · · 
on the drag ~lift oAt this point Barry and Phil demonstrated 
the b est way of falling off oAs we graduated to the hig~er slopes -

· ~8,000ft) ·we frequently crossed paths with the experts.Wes.aw 
Bernie 3tylishly weaving deli cat a patterns in the sun . drenched snow, .·_ 
Dave practis i ng:. n os edives 9 ToEllily fearlessly bo121bing. doWn the slopes, 
Mopica skimming dai ntily through the deep drifts and Ba:rry .. 
spending t .i me incr easing fils knowledge . of fir trees.El . Magnif~co. ? 
Oh he flashe d by on many · occasions laughing hea:rtily at;. our freque.nt 
nosedives but h i_ s day wa s to come .. His test on the .Monday w:as · .a 11 Qome 

. down" al so he took at l ·east. one dive into a · q.eep snowdrift .when 
obviously distract ed by a l ow flying aircraft and also he ran · down 
a party of t oddlers ~,\'i th consuo:tte ease( I per sonall y brought ;h.im · 
down t o earth with t he a ssistance of Htigh)I think it . is· fair to .. say · 
that by the end of the second week we had all inproved considerab_:]..y 
thanks t o t he help we received fron the experts."But why go skiing" 

( c 
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Other than a bashed ear for Pam 
and a · sligbt ankle ·s·train· .. for .. . Fhil 
the rest of us got away lightly 
with about 5:,000 bruises shared 
equally. between us· ~ . 

·· Jean Claude ¥~ illy. 

G"001> - BOOf<S TO BVY 
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c .c.p f<._ 

~bl J>~ ~~J 
~L- \IJ IN- 4 :A J. 

Congratul~tions t o Len Rand and Monica Byrne who were 
m~rried recently. 



NEW YEAR AT LAKESIDL HOlLeE• 
:or haw Liverpool Catholic Ramblers took over the Tyneside Catholic 

fumblers. 

Have you ever seen a Green Man hobnobbing with a Blu4bell or a 
fanastic gathering of ~oses,Crowns,Starffi or Garters?No? - then 
you must have missed the swinging introduction to the New Year's 
Eve party scene at Lakeside •. .fU-1, well nost party goers were 
persuaded to concoct a hat repr4senting a pub sign and it was 
obvious that some had a great 'advantage over others in the matter 
of choice.However great skill and considerable ingenuity were 
displayed in the wonderful array which appeared. Sot1e were easy to 
identifb,r:", espe.c~ally a beautiful Woolpack, others rather esoteric• 
The' Heath Hotel, sone ambiguous (was it the white swan or the 
J?runken Duck) and some caused their wearers some difficulties 
like .the Grapes being pursued by a hungry Duke of Wellington, 
but all were a great success and several valuable prizes were.· 
awarded, 

Then the pa:r;ty got under way guided by a very efficient Fellow 
(and some .. skilful barmen) and photographic reqords w~re oade for 
posterity or something else. Eventually the New Year ·1974 was let 
in with due ce.rer;:iony ( and only a short delay) by the t8.l.1est 
darkest a..11d most handsoDe man fr orn the · L' pool C.1-tholic lhmblcrs ~ 
Rickie Warrington.Afterwards the YJ.anagement oi' tge house did us 
proud by producing a most exciting buffet supper.They gave us 
roast neats and pastries,cheeses,trifles and even believe it or 
not a boars head all Dagnificently decorated.This however tended 
to reduce the numbers of those returning for more. 

Enjoyed -1 ,.fo th~uroughly .all th2s0 festivities for h:ld we not t":_ got 
into training on the fells earlier in the day.The weather had been 
magnificent and the L.C.R. provided able leaders too for hikes 
over Helvelyn and Blencathra where we enjoyed ·splendid v:Lews-
nore frequently when struggling through the snow. : .. ·-· · · .-

- ., ..,. , 1, , 
The whole New Ye.::ir holiday was a hugh success, J.11 thanks 

being due.: to ·.:the Catholic Holiday Fellowship for their careful 
organisation. The activities just mentioned were not the only 
delights arr~nged - we also enjoyed Eric Kavanagh's ingenious 

· filmshow /quiz. Inbetweeri the soft sell of the ski slopes we 
were cajolled into answering questions on earlier sli.oes, such 
as 11 How many feet h.:is a certain well known tennis player ?n 
Then there were the ooccasions wpen the unwary were ini~~ted 
into the intellectual thrills of 11Beetle 11 and "Fit"; (here the 
Tynside contingent enjoyed a modest· success ) 

~ . ~ r, 

But let us not become r1cialist about it all; Much successful 
integration occurs on these occasions which goes to disprove the 
old saying that East is Zast and West is West and never the twain 
shall mee t. 

/ Ann McCormick 

·Tynside Catholic Ramblers. 



FAMILY S:GCTION . 
YULETIDE . W~I\ -~ 

,J .ANDARY 6TH 197 4·. 

On a bright pleasant Jan~~:r:y uorning we set off f~ora all over 
Merseyside by coach and ca+-: aining for 'The Barn' at Rivington Pike. 
Arriving at 12.30p. m. we were surprised to see .. two coache·s. had 
already enptied their contents into 'The Barn' a.nd they were all 
tucking into their butties . helped down by the odd pint ·· ' to prepare' 
ther;i for the hard walk ahead.By J,..lOp.n. both _A and :B parties had 
left for their se·parate walks.A to Winter Hill and B to walk in · 
ever increasing circles from treasure trove ~-A-N-T- and finally A. 
Most of the children enjoyed finding the clues and eating the sweets 
while parents found it 'chilly without your nuff 1 while waiting _ · 
to safely hide away their faoilies clues.The walk was ·tough going 
on-. the 'hilly part' ····not having been walking for sone tine and puffing 
and panting - s9r.:ie wheezing n9re than . others- we had a· we1:C earned 

.rest as required 1 . to take in the vh~w'. We then, started to· wend our 
way downwards again, taking in the lakeoit is aL1azing what kids can 
see of .imterest in it~ when most adults just wanted to keep going 
to keep warn~ 
We did have three heavy showers but we were lucky enough t o;, have 
Jackie with us who had a magic yellow nacgso that as soon as she 
was helped into· it th~ rain turned to light drizzle and theNstopped 
altogether • 
. Arriving at a . 'turret' fpr our last Treasure Hunt stop~ it rained 
and'. was rather cold and then enter stage right the 'Cabaret 1 • 

A group of. lads .. riding .ponies,of course the children . nade friends 
with the poni.es and '· .w.e. _got chatting_ to the lads and sever'ai children 
got .rides on their ponies. Then . enter stage left the A or rather 
soaking wet party who had been uore unfortunate w{th the weather. · 
The .A·r.:iade -.the :.quicke.s.t way _ back under the ciroums"tances and .after · 
sad .farewells to ponie.s and their riders the B party neanaered 
slowly downhill to ... _arrive back at the Barn having -.worked up· ari. 
enornous appetite. 
After a g.oo.d wash and . brush up and a change into sooething rn;:>re .. 
dressy . f'or the occasion, about 250 of us sat down to enjoy our .\rery' 
good helpings of hot:p:o,t ;•I.-:ShPuld t hink 500/0 had seconds. t~tsether 
with the usual red cabbage:. 
The oales in the . cor.1Jtany then helped noye tables arid ~hai;s ~hile 
the feoales,those: who had the strength at all, baiged tables for 
their groups and so to the ent ertainnent. 
This yea:r W'e had various disc jockeys doing "their own thing" 
and co"ngratulations to Yiargaret Sill th who was the only young lady 
who had the herve to got up on stage and help everyone · get into the 
party spirit with sone country dan.ces, sonething really needed with 
suchalarge range to cater for. 
The children enjoyed their usual nusical chairs etc and of course 
prizes were given for the Treasure Hunt winners . They also enjoyed 
the Mu.r4s get together with other young ladies with a difference 

· MAN GRABBING but youth will prevail and our tennis tournanent 
winner Phil O'Neill got the only chair and oan in the end. 
To anyone who helped in the organisation in any way., from all of us 
who went, a vertJ big 1 tha.nkyou 1 • 

BEI1TY BURNS. 



Hikes,Hooleys and. Hogp~. 

Note: The following report i_s -·a completely true and unbiased account 
of the events which took place ·at ·New Year. i!h Keswick .... 

Before I begin I wish to scotch the rlElOur . that 13 raoblers 
travelled up to Ke~w~ck for a wild binge.Being energetic 

' outdoor types we merely intended to regain our normal super
fitness and to this.end .we drove up to the lakes the weekend 
aft E~r .ChristDas. . 

Having .battled our way through a howling gale and torrential 
rafn and sleet we arrived at Lakeside House to find the Friday
nighters sitting around twiddling their thUEJ.bs instead of being 
out . on a rarableoWe dispersed and amised ourselves in various ways· 
until about 6.3op.m. when we cong.eegated around the dining roon 
door until starters orders.As thE gong went we were off, and those 
of us who did'nt get traopled in the rush gathered. around the big 
table suitably garbed in asbestos suits· and eye-shields to .protect 
ourselves froD the heat and glare radiated by the 3,oob candles on 
Peters bi±thday cake.Al though the cake was delicious the icing turned. 
many a stout blade before we hacked (I . won't say sliced) the cake 
and the cakeboard into several lunpsj while the other diners 
sheltered under their tables frou the dangerous shrapnel which 
filled the airc 

After the birthday revelry a fine Sunday daWned and .we decided .to 
walk round Crurunock water.When we reached Scale Force we Dust ·have 
looked a bit sheepish because. two dogs tried to round us·up~We . 

wandered back in the soft evening s·unlight,Paul giving us all a laugh 
by leaping athletically across a strean and plunging la1oe deep into 
a bog· on -~he othe~ side.We enjoyed it so nuch that we ·1ured Mike 
int-o giving us an action replay.At Brians insistence we ·avoide_d 
the Duddy path and walked an extra Dile through even de.epe_r mud 
b_efore we reached the carse 

.· By the morning of New Years Eve the pace was beginning to tel°l 
on Bernie who refused to be roused by the breakfast · go~·._ rt wa~ a 
clear sunny day and having decided to tackle Helvellyn we drov·e 
along ad.Di.Eing the snow gleaTJing on the mountain tops.Guess · whicn . 
was the only nountain shrouded in black,freezing fog?However 
undaunted by .its gloorry aspec~ our intreuid heroes. were ~l set 
to ·battle · on regardless and so it was cnl.y t~a penetrating . 
foresight and sound coo:oon sense of the ladies that saved us;·for, 
seeing· th~t delaying tactics were in order we argued and prote_sted 
for a full half an hou:r ·until the Dist had begun t o clear.· ·· · 

Halfway up Margaret decided to 
'--· -----... liven ·up the walk by going ·for 

-~~ -- - a swim. She did ri superb ba.ck-
~-~:::. ~~ ---·~ ~ _ somers.'3.ult off · an icy rock into ' · 
-~} . ......._ ...:::;:::-__ \--Wi ~~ ,~ --:;:~\ ... > an even icier streB.ID but urifort.:.. 

--.. ~---..... ~. ' '/ '\; f'. •J 0-....... -..r- "~· unately r efus ed to repeat the .. .:.. t t" --...::- ~ ' 
~ __ --=::----~~---"---- .rform~nc~ f~r those of us who . 
~~--~:---.. missed it~ · Eiventually, 3.fter .. _ 

· drying l\1.g,ggie off wa made the sllil)ffiit 
( or· · almost ) where Brian actually 
too~ a photograph of someone else. 



Then in their new h3.ts, Noddy Cl3.rke :ind Big -2:,J.rs St a fford began to 
lead us down, while Chris; .not to be ou~one in the athletic stakes 
invented a· totally .new method of descending mountains which consisted 
of t'lking three s ·teps·-~ntl·· ·t:hen-.. ·f~ll-i:ng -·fl-a t-.. ·on her nack. She 
persisted in this curious method of locomotion until we reached the 
bottom. 

That night in 13.keside House 
the dinner was so enormous that even 
John couldn't finish it, s o after 
w.3.i ting to see who'd be the first to 
chicken out qnd pay for the wine weL ; 
made. our W.1.y up t o ::mr rooms where 
we j:.ourchered some crepe p:i.per into 
various shapped ha ts depicting pub s 
signs ( wh3. t else ) Faul wqs still 
wearing his hbllb.y topped ha t with 
five crepe paper covered t oilet r oll 
middles r-3.di:'l ting fr om it, when he and 
some of the others went out t o the 
square at midnight. 

That night in Lakeside House the dinner was so enormous that even 
John could'nt finish it so after waiting to s ee who'd be the first 
to chicken out and pay for the wine we raade our way up to .. our roons 
where we tortured soue crepe paper into various shaped hats depicting 
pub .signs ("What e1se)Paul was·still wearing his holly-topped hat with 
five crepe paper covered toilet roll Diddles radiating fron it, when 
he and sooe of the others went out to the square at midnight. · 
Meanwhile those of us who stayed in despatched Rick . t .o' let· in .. the New 
Yea:rr and he promptly got lost and let the .New YeECT into several houses 
before he finally reappeared, wl}.en we . had all forgotten . ·ab.out hin . 
After the buffet . "which turned out to be a banquet f eatm:ing a 
ranblers (sorry a hoars) head. as the piece de resistanc·e · we resuned 
dancing and :entered on a battle to the death for the spot prizes 
before~ .finally .. ·collapsing into bed about ). 30 a.D. 

Next norning a surprising nUBber of zonbies nade it for breakfast 
(Bernie did'nt of course) during which conversation was conducted in 
a series of grunts and moans.Brian and Peter nuutered soDething about 
a walk and then promptly disappear.ed while those who could'nt stillk 
the pace left for home.As Margaret worked out a walk for the stalwart 
few who remained Phil and I did our best to. revive the gruesoo.e. 
twosome who were lolling around on the flo or hiding behind papers and 
snoring.Eventually we nanaged to drag theµ out for a walk around the 
lake which was a pleasant and gent~e stroll until w~ reached the foot 
of Walla Crag,Peter took one look a~ this and chickened out,glad to 
find such a good excuse for sneaking back to listen to the natch.The 
rest of us groped our way back in the gathering dusk shortly afterwards~ 
.Aild so at last as the snow and sleet returned we said goodbye to 
Lakeside House until next March and drove hone. 
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])ear RBDblers, 

And so the petrol crisis did not worsen as we 
thought it would~ into rationing and restricti.on (are we being 
presuwptuous) al though _- - _ .. prices have gone . up to 50p a gallon 
with f~ther r~s-es likely. 

The :pvtential solution of 'local walks' was not 
needed,the rambles have gone on as previously planned and can one 
say have · been well attended and successful! 43 at Llanarfilon 1 . 

26 at Macclesfield and 31 at Llangollen. -
Our next Keswick Weekend of March 8th is timed 

to celebrate the beginning of Spring,dispol econo1ill.c gloon 
and .give everyone a chance to get rid of their winter cobwebs. 

In th outpost of Northern. Civilisations· 
specially b~ilt for the Catholic Rai:iblers there are plenty of ('\ 
things to do, one of the more inportant being the rambles if you ~ 

are still fit enough after the night before. 
For those who are. not,or would ~atper dq something 

else · there is Lake . ])erwentwater to hold boat fights o_n . or the 
Golf Course to attract any potential Tony Jackli:::.j:~ or Gary Players. 

On a higher note ·if ynv.. ·wou,ld- like to be th~ proud 
owner-. for the year·. of a glittering silv~r _· cup then let us remind-. : 
you that the ~~ed Norbury Trophy ~'vent is to take place in not 
too distant May. 

. . . .. MARCH. FflOGRAMME •. 
Ma.rch . 3rd Lla..11wrst (N. Wales) . _. · 
8-10 Keswick Weekend (Lakes 

17- Millersdale (Derbysb,.ire) 
24 Malhafl (Yor:kshire) 
31 · . D~ULJ. (L'r. Wales) 

Barry -Lyons 
Gomoittee 
:Pave Newns 
John ():J_a~ke 

.. . Frank Fitzmaurice 

:f\'f.ENCAP, ··J:'he· -Rambl e rs have ad ,..,pte<l thi s hari ty- f , r the 
urrent ye9.r o As· yn:u will rememter. we har, a 

c-'Jllecti0n ,.m their behalf at our Chris'tmas '· 
par ty and 3. t Ri vingt o·n Barn when lHe had ouT 
Yuletide Walk . ·.. The· total sum r eali sed .was. . 
£ 5 .60-. A · heque fer this -'- amount has been 
f rwarded to ·MENG AF • 

Dennis Murphey 

Jeanette Hutton 
' . . . 

. Philip V'lri ght 

. "" New"Members .. ,, 
1\-~ \I\ 1\ i \ t \ ;,- i , i \ I\- ,,-1\ h- ) \ , ,-

J oan Roaper · 

Mike BrJ.dley 

J3.cqueline Bewley 

Tim0thia Chrimes 

' :Barrie . Dool ey 

Barbar3. Cole 

James Chater 
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LLANARMON HOT POT 

Despite the o:oinous thre.atening rain clouds an amazingly large 
party 0.f 40 people set off from the coach parked in a lay -by 
.s.011EMhere _a bit further than Loggerheads at 12. 30_ a. n.. in 

. brigP.~ windy conditionso 
After· ·a: -short walk along a Llain road with cars and Bot or cycles 

roaring by the party took to the fields just as we were about to 
pass .. what looked like a pub. What good leadership or did the leader 
know? 
· .We ·tµe·n ·went along pasture larid and began to ascend a hill which 
grad:u.ally becaue steeperjjI think this was Moel Gryw in the Clwdian 
RangeoThe only clue to the route ao far were little concrete 
posts bearing words in Wel·sh ending with the word 10ffa'. 

The wind on this hillside was trenendous and uade the view of the 
~cillley below even oore breathtaJ.D-ng.On the leeward side of the · 
su .unit we gathered for the first official stop for fooo.,rest and 
a historic photographo 

We continued on along a ridge,Garreg Lwyd be.ing lashed by a 
howling ferocious wind at least force 9/10 waking one oore stop 
on Moel Llanfair before descending steeply to cross a minor road. 
Simlair concrete signs ref erring to 'Off a' were still in evidence .• 

There followed a gentle clinb up a footpath which ran round the 
head of a little valley and a stop was oade on the leeward side 
of Moel y Plas the hill on one side of the valley.Just as the final 
__ scraps of food were being devoured the rain began with ouo.h hurried 
donning of ~aterproofsoSetting off once again, we passed wast aerial 
installation outside which OFFA had left his concrete calling card. 

Crossing a snall road the party went on up a nuddy track as a small 
river was flowing downcThen followed the worst cliob of the whole 
ramble followed by another mu.ch needed stop.Fron the top of ·Moel 
y WaUL1 there was an excellent view down _towards Ruthin.This was 
probably one of 1 0FFA's look out points~ 

Continuing on along the top of this hill an enthusiastic as-piring 
'A' party decided to run down the hill for sooe reason • .Alas they 
were wrong&It was another ploy on the part of the leader to regain 
hi·s rightful po itionoProceeding on we encountered another '0FFA.1 

was here sign ancl then descended steeply to the· -road. 
We then plodded along the road for about _3.1/2 Diles in rathe11 

persistent rain to arrive at Llanarnon-yn-Ial the coach and .the 
. Inn at about 5o30 in a soggy statec . · · 

After .. everyone waf:; changed and nearly dry we enjoyed the Hot Pot 
followed by trifle while oore photographs were taken for posterity. 
At about 7o00 PeDQ the party adjourned to the bar where we were 
entertained by the a.Ll.azing repertoire of Ritchie 'Liberace' Cannon 
on the piano followed by folk IJ.Usic led by ~like. on the piano
accordian~ However the co~£1en failing of oany of faLJ.ous folk singers 
in the RarJ.blers had been ob-served '.Jy the Cotu::iii ttee that is the 
ability to reneBber verse two.As we have come to expect in our 
efficient ·soooth rm1 well-co-orclinated organisation sooething had 
to be done~It was copies of the words of the folk songs distributed 
througho~t . the gathering Dade the songs last nuch longer.This was 
probablt largely the reason for the reluctance to leave the war@, 
dry, snug roou at 9ol5p~Llo or uaybe the invigorating ranble was 
the causec PHILLIP G. WRIG:HT. 



12 ln.the dark. 

It was sad , but no one accepted my challenge to join me in 
a night oriynteering event. You may ask What was it like?. Perhaps 
I could describe it by words like Fun; Fear; Excitement; Panic; Relief 
Achievement; yes, all of these things. 

Fun because it was different - The half moon lighted up the forest in 
silver grey ligh~ making the trees cast almost solid black shaddows. 
On !?Orne paths · ~me ·could move quite freely without the use of a torch 
whilst ·on others one jumped over shaddows which contained no substance 
and then tr;ipped over ruts in the ground. 

Fear when brambles caught one's legs ::i.nd branche s moving in the dg,rkness 
t a pped one's shoulder. 

i::ix:citement when one se0s the control just ahe'.3.d and bec~use one can see 
a torchlight sOm.e distance away-se'.3.rching f or the same control- one · 
creeps ·forward in tot.J.l darknesscomm'lndo style, punches one's . ~ard . then 
cr'eeps away 3.S silently g,s possible before switching on one's own ::- torch (\_ 
"taking a new bearing and speeding away leaving that · other orie.nt$er ~ / 
se3.r·c.hing an S.r ea some · 50 meters away" ·from the control. 

f anic . . But. first. the · ·e l a tion of ·"having found th0 last .control, 0nd 
fuif- "of s·elf confidence one: makes 3. bee line' for . the finish and " because 
.ori·e cann't differentia t e between ground. texture s .one runs str3.ight into 

' a n eviJ.> smelling bog ·and as one sinks :up t o one 1 s waist panic, floods 
one 1 s reason~· · : · Ac tu::i.lly it was only knee deep, the ds.rkness made it 
deeper ·. 

Helief i s almos·t " overwhelming whenwhen one gets out of thie sticky 
mess ~nd .st3.nds in the middle of.an icy cold stream washing off 
the evil smelling slime·. 

Achivement, s a tisfac'tion , you name it, I have it. No .I didn't win -
I probably came 50th. out of 50, but even you must ::i.dmit ·, it ·wg,s 
different. 

Any r3.l11bler who wishes to .l earn ·a 
"little about m;i,p r e .-'3.ding and the us e 
of a compass should g,sk members of 
thei~ rambling ·sub-committeG who will 
be o~ly to pleas ed to make the 
appropris.te arr::i.ngments. 

D.O.C. 
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BORI~.9 .2J_QOO. 
The valley of Bormio i .s 1, QOOfLlower than Sauze Doulx and 

when the threesone arrive·d they were "horrified to hear that the snow 
had be·en imported into the·r viilage to lay a course for the "Round the 
village sk;i. race~'H was · .$.u.:g.d~,y ·afternoon be.fore a quick exruninati.on 
of th~ · 9, ~.40 ft sµwmit _. CiL1[3, Bianca, revealed adequate snow down to 
the Diddle · station 9-:t ci .. §Pr.1e. 6,5ooft. · 

· Vnder . pale. ~ .. blue ... skies the sun beat down relentless.ly·~ the 
snow receed.~.d ·higher ~up . . the nounta~n 2.rld our tan grew deeper·. :tn 
betweep an· invigo.:,:-at.ipg ba.sk down the mountain we sunbathed until 
we decide.d to . ·:try the .. heat.ed EWirnh1ing pool.For 800 . Lira we swa.~i in 
n~turalJy heC?-ted rniperalised water soaking up the goodness. That· is 
uptil Bernard .attempt.e.d to dive into the shallow end with his · hands 
hel¢i .by his side. · 

We did'nt hear the thud ~s Bernards' head hit the bottom 
but .when he. S"lµ'faced . ::<~ the red tinges of ' blood. running down his 
face brought the fun and games to a halJ.·oA visit to the local · 
hospi t .al in J3oroio resulted in three . stitches and three injecti.o:O:s 
all for 3000 lira (They say it happens in threes ). 

fT•l .., ., r> J 

But the snows did c ome eventually. After ei ght d i ys of 
brilliant sunshine the clouds invaded the valley J.nd sho:(tly J.fter 
the snowfell-soft 3.nd gentle-ds2per :i.nd deeper~ On th8. · d::ty we 9JJne 
home we could have skied all the W'lY home t o the villJ.ge - a 
vertic 3.l dr op of 6 , 000 f t. and -in B mile l ong run, but unf ort\l,na t e.ly 
we h'::i.d h'3.nded our · skies i n the d 'ly befor e .. . 

Berna+ds' ability to speak Italian n ade ope v,ery interesting 
friend- the manager of the hotel.Within minutes of our a±riying at the 
hotel at. Didnight he offered us a share of his supper °()htbese a.TI:d · · 
smoked meat (Black ar:id raw) to ·go wi~h our . lit+:es or ·bee~ •. Ori "our :rirst 
visi t ·:::to t .he Baini . ·. Teme di Bormio( Thermal SwirJIJing :Pool) ,he .. ~gave 
us a · lif:t in his car~Before dropping u~ off he detoure·d up · the 
Stelvio Pass until it becaue iopassable wi t £1 snow and ice.He .. ·then" . 
told Bernard of s oEle of his exploits a$ a Partisan, pointing .out the 
parts .~ of .. the rJountain where the action took place • .Aithqugh I could'nt 
understand the spoken word the gesticulations ". were unillstal(eal::ne;· · · 
On sever al occasions on the holiday he liveried ·up .. the evening:s wiiih 
.his card tricks and his storie s of how he built the Kariba Dao. 
He was indeed a real character and I do wish I had learned a few nore 
Italian words than Buon Guiornojcone sta? ',and :arriverderci. 

_,,,,.,. • I I 
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This is both a report and a lqnent on the dance held last Friday. 
For rry part it ·was a very sati.sfactory eveningeI quit~ enjoyed . __ 
nyself neeting people I had ._ not seen for 12 o.onths, and e~joyirig 
chats with ·sQoe members that I had not seen often during the .year. 
There was a good M.C. for the dance, and the dances were nicely 
varied . to give the young and the not so young a fair share of the 
floor.'The band was good and seemed to be able to play beat music 
arid ballroom dancing Gusic with equal facility.The buffet was 
excellent and I' m sure t ·hat everyone had enough t o eat because there 
w·as quite a lot of food taken back t o the kitchens.That is ray brief 
report of a ver-J enjoyable evening.Why then a lament you may ask. 
The answer is very sinple.Only 163 turned up to enjoy this evening. 
In October 1967 we had our 40th Anniversary celebrations.210 were 
present and it was _such a successful evening that the Cor:rrni ttee 
decided to oake it an Annual Re-union at the sa.Lle place.The first 
reunion took place in .January 1969oWe again had 210 present, and . 
a waiting list for t ickets as we lioited it to 210.In 1970,71!172 
we had _over 200 present on each occasionj but in 1973 the nUJJbers 
dropped to 170.We decided to carry on again for 1974, with the results 
that I have shown previously.We have also booked the hall ·once :oore 
for 1975.Do you think we sho11lld carry on as we -have done for the 
past six years?Do you think sone other vepue ,or perhaps sone other 
form of re-union would attract nore of t he members?Or ao yoµ think 
that re-unions are outdated and should be forgotten altogether? 
I .. am su:i;-e your . coruill. ttee would. be delighted . to hear your views on 
this very important subject, and it might give them a guide -to 
their future ~anningoI would particularly like t o have soLJ.e 
·coDO.ent ~rqr(1-.. _those who did not_· go to the .dance.Perhaps there are 

. .- lots of reasons for not going ·w.mch .we have 'nt even thought of. ·. : : 
The TiaJ.n thing_ .i _s to .l~t your cor:n:ii ttee know how :you feel about 
the dance·.. . ... 

Meanwhil~ _I . ~o.uld like .to .say ·. thank you to all those · whb. 
< he~ped -1-n any. wp,y, wi ~h: the dance. -.and -. made .. it for ne at l east a 

ve-py· satisfying occasion. ~ 

Cyril. 

QUIZ RESULT 
A completely unbi3s ed r eport 

~~7(-; (- ; ~ ; ~- ~ ~ ~ (- ; *" ,(- ; ~ ; *- 1~ i;.;(- ; ~- }~ )~ ;H"° )~ ; ~- ;ht- )(- ~H(- 3t- ;~)(- ~H~ 

On January 10th. a specia lly s electc;d t eam of ladies showed 
the superiority of their intellegence bt thr3.shing ~ t eam of 
gentlemen(of the l owest int el l ect) by a score of 53 - 35. 
This r esult was arrived a t despite tne f 3.ct tha t both question 
master and umpire wer e extremel y biased in the f avour of tI:-ieir 
fell owmen. The l adies wer•e .ibl e t o r a.ise above this q,nd show 3.S 

everyone realis 3d from t he s t art· t hat they ar e t he br a ins o~ the 
club. 

Chris Dol an. 


