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STALEYBRIDGE -~ 17th MARCH,

The day dawned dull and dreary, and seventeen hardy C.R.A.ites
met on Exchange Station platform wondering whether it was all really
worth it or not.

Having all purchased our tickets to Manchester, we wended our
way to the train, a short skirmish then followed during which a
certain member of the party (whose name I won't mentlon) was seen to
guite brazenly pinch a ten bob note from a poor defenceless girl, and
could only be made to give it up with threats of violence..

On arrival at Manchester (by the way, it was now raining) we
fortified ourselves at the Station buffet, and then set forward to
catch the bus to Staleybridge. Now we started to walk in earnest,
right through a large Park, the pathway of which was lined with
trees planted by the local Mayors.,

After passing through the Park, we came to a minor edition of
the Grand Canyon with a large stream rushing across it (who believes
Johnnie when he says there was no stream there on the pioneer). It
was Jjust about here that we mislaid a few of the party, who had
decided the pace wasn't quick enough and so scaled a nearby hill as
part of the limbering up process.

Having gathered all the bits and pieces together, we set off
across the moors, and climbed steadily for a time over Hollingworthall
Moor which is 1310 ft. above sea level, and after a while stopped
for a short break. At this point the rains came and out came the
oddest assortment of macs. I've ever seen.

After refuelling, we carried on across Swineshaw Moor and past
Swineshaw Reservoir, the weather had not improved and the going was
pretty rough, with bags of black mud and lashings . of rain, however,
we survived and went on to conguer Hydegreen Harridge, then came back.
past Walkerwood Reservoir and on to Millbrook to catch the bus back
to Staleybridge.

At last, tired, wet and hungry we staggered into the station at
Manchester, waited for the train and tried to snatch some sleep on
the journey, it had been a long day, but it was worth it. _

May 1 say Than you, Johnnie, for a very good ramble, even if
the weather wasn't up to scratch, ¥ou did a fine job'.

FRANKIE.,

s s

SOCIATL, PROGRAMME

DATE M,C. REFRESHMENTS WASHERS=UP

May 1st. G. Heneghan A, Bowden M.Brennan & J. Dobson
8th., B. Roberts M. Roberts M., & E, Maxwell
15th, J. Magee M. Smith A. Corrin & A, Dorrycot
22nd, A, Atherton J. 0'Neill B. & B, Grant
Gramophone Rota May 1lst. R, Doyle & B. O'Leary
8th. J. Kennedy & W, Roberts
15th, B, Gahan & W, Potter
22nd. B. Edwards & J., Carroll

R






li'-

proiibiting bathing. By this time we and the stream,which I had
seen earlier, joined company on the way from the moors. The
temptation was too great, and very soon a regular water battle
was belng waged., Wita a Wnluper from our leader that if we

“iddan' get & move on there'd bé no tea for us at Garstang, we

legged it, wach the help of a whlpaer in, down towards Grizedale,

- where a T~%4g  was commandeered., as. a seat and the river as a
Lrdere- .o rinally, on to the,last stage into Garstang, where,
umortunaumy, the tea place had closed. "AY Party had not yet
put in an appearance, there was time to kill and a thirst to

. quench, the only way to do both effectively was to retire to the
local hostelry and sample their wares, which some of us did. By
8.40 p.m. the other Party had returned and we were ready to leave
Garstang. Some of us still had traces of the bogs adhering to our
persons and apparel, we stank too! :

A cup of tea at the Rose and Crown, we boarded the bus for
the final time.

. On the return Jjourney the "Rcck” was YKnocked", for it was
‘back to the music hall days, complete with Chairman, artists and
artistes all acquired at "great expense' for our entertainments.
In passing, we were assured that I-G. knows L.B's Fr, and L.B's Fr.
knows IL~G.

‘ I had engoyed a bood day's walk, and if "A" Party did all
they set out to do, I raise my hat to thomu

oooOOOOOooo

o Pooe The erte -up for the TAT pazty never came to hand but the
AT and A Plus parules accomplished more or less what they set
~out to do, = Apart from the imitial dash to get away from the
'B' party (I'd alnost decided to drop.back literally to the 'Bls
before we reached the top of the first climg) the pace was kind,

and the views from the top worth it, - Thankss, FPeter,
OOOoooooOOO
I think it must havc been Gerry Pen's army training
‘which gave him that voice, so ideal for announcemeénts, When
he roared out the name of the next dance I 1mmed1ately Jumped
to attention and got going., Wé seemed to dance more that
night than for weeks, Snowballs  and Paul Jones! seem to be

the answer to: the non—dancing'prbblem.

 Easter at Keswick was woriderful, The weather was
kind except for Sunday, and the. drylng facilities are now so good
that clothers were fit for use again-in no time. The taking over
of the house next door to Lake81de House has meant additional
comfort and added space in the games room, with the joy of uncer-

- tainty added by dancing round the back of the fireplace into the
extention. Dont forget that as we'lre affiliated to the Catholic
H0¢3?ay Guild membershlp of the Guild costs you onlf 2/64d instead
5/~ . .

: . The Tennis Dunce men+1oned casuilly last month is a
little less .casual in as much as it will definitely be on either
~_ Saturday the lst June or Satur ~day the <2nd June,Angela hopes to
- heve the date by the weekerd

S Don't forget to give your names to Freda by May 1lth

~for the Tournameat, The fee of 6d will, I'm almost positive,
be used for prize monej, so get your name down and make it a
decent Drlze' _

Soclalite,



5.
PRESTATYN - 24th MARCH

Thirty-five hopefuls emerged from the train at Prestatyn, having been
picked up at various stages of the journey, We gazed up at the unfamiliar
sun and deep blue sky and thought longingly of the sea so mgar at hand,
However, knowing our patch could only lead straight up the hill which lay
at the end of the road; we collapsed into the nearest coffee bar, which
incidently was a great improvement on pur usual haunts.

Refreshed, we stumbled up the hill to a %errace, from where we had a
perfect view of the town, a white stretch of sand and an azure sea. This
tempting view was to remain within our ken for the greater part of the day.
A game of football now began, until our leader was hoticed making purpose-
ful strides towards the top of the hill, by name Bryn-Alwyn. This reached,
we lay down hoping to attract a few rays of sun towards us. ionica, ‘
complete with a layer of Cooltan, intended to get her moneysworth. The
footballers had more scope here, and put heart and soul into their game,

Soon we were on our way again, meandering round and over several hills,
including Gop Hill, It was at this stage of the operations,; that certain
members formed a "B" party and went off to explore the wonders of nature
nlone, They said they took the wrohgitiriifgt A likely story! Ve know,
ver know! T :

A few fields_ laber, we reachedgthemaind¥sad into Dyserth, which we
followed until otf ohjeetive, and tceilolly skop Wis rcached and  invaded.
When only the gticks remalned.and-had. beew &mspﬁééﬁfpf%fﬂ”tdé”géual manner , -
i.e. down people's nccks, we branched off to thé/left ap-Gchr-féel. Barney
nad donned a cap and, looking so much like a local, was nearly left behind.
The inevitable pothple was discovcered three-quarters of the way up and the
enthusiastic few quickly disappeared into the darkness. Therest of us
clambered up the rocks to the top nf the hill to enjoy the view whilst we
waited. This was not for long because the ill-equippeéd potholers, to their
great chagrin, discovered a bottomless hole in their path and were forced
to give up. Their garments had now sssumed a ruddy hue, and here Monica's
hairbrush proved useful. : =

We continued over to Marian Ffrith, descending by doing acrobatics
over rocks and barbed wirc. Rucksacks, shoes, etc. which impeded progress
were sent on ahead. Once more we headed into Dyserth, our purpose this
time being to see the famous falls. The exorbitant priee of 2d. was charged
for this pleasure; so the C.R.A. surveyed then from the outside. Luckily
for us, the trce which screens the falls was leafless. We waited while Joe
Kennedy added muddy water to his already distinctive appearance, then, as
it was getting near time for Benediction, took the main road into Prcstatyn.

The signposts added to the general confusion, as the further we walked
the less ground we covered. Work that one out!. Our goal was eventually
recached, however, and Benediction over, the parishioners gave us faci
tor a wash and brush-up, and expressed their disappointmcnt at not bei
zble to do more. They have promised us their hall for tea and a sccia
next time. S : .

After a sccond call at the coffee-bars wermade for the station.
vere housed in the luggage van with ‘sofe’ rather unappetising fish unti
Chester, whereupon, eightecen of us squeezed into a, compartment - inte
for six. What is one. supposed. to. .do with onc's-legs on these occaslon
We would have been all. right had.not one young ‘lady-insisted on action
her rock 'nm roll numbers. - When. she moved we all moved willynilly, Jo
Bolan did his best to drown the groans with his wouth-organs -~

At Lime Strect, five of us oozed out on tc the platform and, look
into the compartment just vacated, noticed it lookcd as packed as ever

Thanks, Joe, for a most enjoyable day. It was luvly!

K3
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ON SATURDAY, MAY 11th, 1957, AT THE STATE BALLROOM (DALE ST.)
DANCING FROi 7.30 - 11.30 p.m. to KAY WHITE AND HER BAND
SPOTS - DRESS OPTIONAL - LICLISED BAR - REFRESHMENT AVAILABLE

TICKETS...lt/6



The Courts are in first class condition, and
the amenities of the pavilion have been greatly i v -
improved. '

£l

~-A Knock-out Tournament will be held on the 18th May

at 2,30 p.m. =~ please give names to Freda Johnston by
the 1lth May, to enable the Captain to get a guide on the
number of players entering. . The Entrance Fee is 6d.

Matches will be arranged within the Club, for the
purpose of" stlmulatlng enthusiasm and bulldlng uL
the quallty of the plav. »

st e St S £ oot e o ot vt R i

CHALET WEEK-END -~ 31st MARCH

Potholing ~ The last week-end at the Chalet was among the best I have
spent up there. It proved to me the field which is open to people like
ourselves, prov1d1np we are prepared to have a-go.

Four male members of the Club gnd myself had a really exoltlng
eye-opening day down a lead mine The Liverpool Un1vers1ty Mountalneerlnrv
Club kindly prOV1ded the party with rope ladders thanks to a couple of -
negotlatlng members of our own Club. : o

Some of the Club members will recall Lne cave, which is situated at
Panty-Du. On entering the hole which is in the slde ‘of the hill. we
walked along a tunnel opening into a.very large cavern, The stm cture
of th cavern was mostly clay, due to the cavern being near the top of the
hill, In the floor we discovered a vertical down shaft, At this point
rope ladders and belays (safety ropes) were made fast, and the party
descended. The shaft dropped for a distance, finally breaking into the
top corner of another large cavern With the aid of belay ropes we
climbed down sides of the cavern on - to terra-firma, A

From here we had -a oh01oe of two horizontal tunnels to follow
The first was a shaft with a set of rallway lines for moving truck loads-
of lead ore, The tunnel kept twisting and twining and oocaslonally
passing through some caverns. Eventually, we reached the end of the
railway line. The tunnel s{i1ll. continued, but it was flooded with.two -
feet of water. We proceeded ty paddling but soon we could go no further -
A hasty retreat was made through the ice-cold water to dry feet and
replace our footwear  The only Way-out‘was:to retrace our steps the way
we had come. CoL o

Back at the junction, we 1mmed1ately prooeeded along the other
tunnel. This shaft was more or less a system of caverns., At intervals
we came across some branch tunnels, in one we explored an underground -
well was discovered. After investigating a large hole in the floor for

further means of descent we.returned to the junction and the ascension
point. v

The return up the shafit was full of thrllls beoause none of the
party had ever climbed on rcpe ladders before, The time spent in the
mine amounted to eight hours which. inzthe party's opinion, : emed to
have flown. ' :

One special feature was the rock formatlon There was plenty of
limestone, small stalagmites and stalactites, ruartz, and even some
dark grey substance which we Lound was lead ore One ,of the party took
samples of a white sticky compound saying “After this ig analysed I'm ‘
going to make a fortunme:. Well that's it. Roll on next time. , :
“MUD SPLASHEDH /contd,



7.
C/ALET WEEK~END (contd ) .

Joe Ferns did a good job of M. C ing and was up for every dance, after
Sean arrived with the records. After the gorgeous sponge Joan and Angela
cooked up - you should see Angela’s- muscles now - we were ready for anything,

Joe Ferns volunteered to lead Sunday's walk after being forced to by
Cyril, and what a wow it was. It would have. been & washout without the
River Alyn or. rather, was a washout with the River Alyn. All the girls
were splashed liberally by the stone dropping lads who had clambered over
the inter-twined tree trunks first. What fools girls are ever to let the
men go first over these obstacles and pile up the ammunition!

After walklng along the hard—won banks of the infamous Alyn for at
least twenty yards, through a carpet of plant “Which smelled strongly of
onions, we were confronted with another tres. trunk bridge leading back to
the: bank:WE HAD STARTED FROM. This had the added refinement of being only
a single trunk, as nicely lichened as I've ever seen. Len got acrost
somehow and stood as innocent as a,new-born babe on the other side. vur
Leader, in the pink of condition after his pot-holing explolts, scorned
the straddling method of approach and started to- walk boldly uprlght across
the trunk. With Tren on the:other slde¢ ‘What a hope! No sooner a word
than a boulder, dropped plumb- underneath the unsuspecting Joe. I think
it was the actual weight of water which threw him off balance, but I'1ll
give him full marks for quick thinking.: Between losing his. footlng and
deciding that even two feet of water can be very wet, he twined his arms
and legs like a vice.around the trunk and seemed to hang suSpended for
minutes,’ I'd have loved a 8hot of  this but was too convulsed to focus, so
Arthur &1d a classy glissade down the - rlver benk and. used a colour snap on
the scens;,. It'll be worth a )/6d..prlnt ;f it come out, Arthur.,. The girls
had by now seen the ilight and went’ over”aStrlde which was.all nice and
peaceful until Hugh, the new lad mind youw, ‘got a. bit restless..

Following a nice one-in-four stretch, a couple of fields, and
demonstration that Mary Walsh doesn t 11ke herself in knee—length jeans,
we came to a real live bridge. And what was the name of the river flowing
beneath the bridge, childreny The River Alyn9 gir. Very good, children.

I think we left the Alyn then, because we climbed some gentle h 1s,
walked round the corner and had a half—crown special at the Druid Hotel.
More than replete, we staggered_along one - of the very few stretches of
road we'd had on this gorgeous bathe, and were soon at home again - on the
Alyn banks. Those not suffering from lumbago from the "wet' atmosphere
gathered some watercress - Alyn watercress of course - ther we made good
time back to the Chalet. . i ,

) : " SPLASHED" .
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RAMBLING CHATTER

....._..._._._._.._._....._,..__...-._._._...._-._..

The Rambling Committee WlSh to thank “those 1 mt~>g of the ""-b ==~
have volunteered for leading, for the Summer Pro..amuws. - At precc.t
Programme is in the hands of thc«prlnters but copies should be available
to members in the near future . One or two new rambles are listed but,
generally speaklng9 it is bagk to 0ld favourites. Snowdon heads the
programme and given a good day should be a memorable ramble - there will
be two parties, and members who prefer a not too strenuous ramble would
be advised to Jjoin. the "BY party} The lesdders,»B. Edwards and W. Potter,
will glve you details of respective walks on the coach befcre leaving.

The popular Swimming rambles will again take place throughout the
- Summer, and for the benefit of new members here is & list of rules:-
- - The leader to check time of tides.

Position of intended swim to be pioneered,

No swimming on outgoing tides.

No member to go swimming alone.

Members to let leader know before entering the water.

Leader to be a compedent swimmer,

These precautions to be read to meinbers on ramble.

Once again we appeal to members, young and old, dig out those boots
on the line and join in the rambles - a good time and bad feet guaranteed.

"Butch® .
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