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TWO THINGS HAVE SET MY PEN ITCHING THIS TIME - THE FIRST IS THE
PUBLIC NOTLICE BY LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL IN THE "ECHO" FOR WEINESDAY, THE 9th
APRIL REGARDING FOOTPATHS, MOSTLY THE CLOSING OF THEM, IN AREAS USED BY THE CLUB.

THE OTHER ITEM GIVING IMPETUS TO THE PEN IS THE REMARK IN
COMMITTEE OF A "COMPLAINT" BY A MEMBRR THAT THIS WAS BECOMING A WALKING CLUB. I
HESITATE TO PASS COMMENT ON THAT REMARK OTHER THAN THAT I THINK WHAT WAS MEANT WAS
THAT THE CLUB GOES IN FOR 'RAMBLING' RATHER THAN !'AMBLING'.

WELL THOUGH YOU MAY NOT THINK SO, THOSE TWO ITEMS ARE RELATED.
NOT SO MANY YEARS AGO IT WAS STILL POSSIELE TO HAVE GOOD RAMBLES WITHIN HALF-AN-
HOURS' TRAVELLING TIME OF THE CITY, AND FOT MUCH FARLIER THAN THAT FIFTEEN
MINUTES TRAVELLING TOOK ONE INTO POTENTIAL RAMBLING COUNTRYSIDE. SUBURBIA,
HOWEVER, ENCROACHES MORE AND MORE AS TIME GOES ON AND THAT PUBLIC NOTICE
MENTICNED EARLIER LISTED SOME NINETY FOOTPATHS FOR DELETICK, APART FROM ALTERATIONS
TO OTHERS, AND THAT TAKES NO ACCOUNT OF CHANGES IN OTHER PARTS OF CHESHIRE, ETC.

THE UPSHOT OF THIS WE ARE BEING FORCED MORE AND MORE TO TRAVEL
FURTHER AND LONGER FOR RAMBLES, WITH RESULTANT INCREASE IN COST, TIME WAS WHEN
A 12-HOUR RAMBLING DAY FROM, SAY 10 am TO 10 pm CONSISTED OF 1 HOUR OR SO FOR
TRAVELLING, 2 HOURS FOR MEAL BRFAKS, LEAVING 8 or 9 HOURS AT LEAST FOR WALKING.
NO WONDER WE WERE ABLE TO DO 20 ODD MILES WITHOUT ANY APPARENT EFFORT (AS WAS DONE
ON MANY OCCASIONS).

NBWADAYS I CAN WELL IMAGINE THAT A GOOD HALF OF A "WALKING DAY"
IS TAKEN UP IN "RIDING" ON A BUS OR TRAIN. KNOCK OFF THE HOUR OR SO FOR MEALS
AND YOU ARE LEFT WITH SOME 6 HOURS OR SO FOR WALKING.

FURTHERMORE, WHEN TRAVELLING SO FAR AFIELD ONE HAS NO CHOICE
REGARDING TRANSPORT - YOU HAVE TO CATCH THE BUS ARRANGED OR THE TRAIN PER THE
TIMETABLE, WHEREAS WHEN NEARER HOME BUSES OR TRAINS WERE USUALLY EVERY 20 OR 30
MINS., AND MISSING CNE OR MORE (EXCEPT THE LAST) DIIN'T MATTER.

UP TO JUST A FEW GENERATIONS AGO ALL OUR FOREBEARS LIVED IN, OR
WITHIN SIGHT AND SOUND OF GOD'S OWN COUNTRYSIDE, AND IT MUST ONLY BE NATURAL FOR
US TO STILL WANT TO SOJOURN THERE IF NOT PERMANENTLY THEN OCCASIONALLY. ONE CAN'T
HELP BUT FEEL THAT SUBURBIA MUST SOON REACH SATURATION POINT AND A HALT CALLED
TO THE DESTRUCTION OF COUNTRYSIDE AND GOOD FARMLAND. PERHAPS WE HAVE ALREADY
REACHED THE POINT WHERE THE EFFECT ON OUR RAMBLING WILL NOT BE FURTHER WORSENED.
ONE CANNOT SEE ANY-POSSIBILITY OF IMPROVEMENT, YET — THAT IS UNTIL THE ADVENT OF
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JET-PROPELLED ROAD OR RAIL TRAVEL (WHICH AGAIN COULD INVADE ON RAMBLERS
TERRITORIES FOR WIDER, <PECIAL TRACKS, LIC).

ONE HEARS FEW CCWPLAINTS ABOUT THE PACE AND LENGTH OF RAMBLEL,
SO PERHAPS THE MAJORITY «RE QUITE SATISFIED, OUR LEADERS, IF NECESSARY, COULD
HOWEVER REMEMBER AND CATER OCCASIONALLY FOR THE AMBLER AS WELL 43 THE RAMBLIR.

, LEADERS TGO, SHOULD IF POSSIELE WARN OR NOTIFY MEMBERS OF THE
TYPE OR TOUGHNESS OF RAMBLES PIANNED, T UNDERSTAND THE PROGRAMME AS PRINTED IN
YOUR NEWSLETTER IN FUTURE WILL TRY AND GIVE SOME INTICATION AS TO WHAT CATEGCRY
EACH WALK COMES UNDER. ‘

BE NOT DETERRED, HOWRVER, AND TRY THOSE RAUBLES YOU KNOW YOU
CAN DO. YOU WON'T REGRET IT.
*xxxk BAitor *H*H%

PERSONAL Joan and Leo were married on Easter Monday and we wish them
XHXHHAXKNH every future happiness together.
Jack Carol who has been in hospital, is now about again, and
we hope to see him shortly, doing his ‘utty! on the tennis
courtca.,
Tour prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of hon¢ca s father who has Jjust
recently died. R.I.P.

NOTICES: The Winter swimming has been so successful that we are continuing
throughout the Summer. The time and the night may be altered, but
you will be informed later of any alterations. (see puge 5).

RAMBLING NOTES Spring! When & young mans' fancy turns to you--know~what,
FHRXFRFIAR KRR XN when some poor bod takes sulphur tablets for 75 days and
N someone else goes mad on a diet and hopes for the besi. Bub
N EE;; /(49//5:> for most or us it means a 'start' to the rambling year -
_ Xﬂv,g; (Mind you, I lcathethat word ‘stari' about rambling - winter
~ ;\'\352 e and summer and of course autumn have all got wonderful
-qé,‘ Xiﬁi e walking days in them - particularly the formeri). Auyhow for
t» .i);bﬁ?ﬂf//dgn\j lots of us the effort to coms out walking is sianied in the

*\%i\ / {jé; TS Spring.
N — i

Most of you having paid your su“s will be, within the next

PN couple of weeks (or monthe!) getting your new programme and
LN L Etjgfwill soon be thinking about having a go at Rembling. Look
’ g & folks, think before you do so. The Rambling Sub. have arranged

. ~ the programme with very carcful thought, and *ry g0 hard to
balance the rambles out, Don't say to yourself "I'm going on
the Carnadds, or Tryfan', if you find yoursn.lf jiggered

walking up Brownlow Hill! Use your imagination, and if an doubt about it ask the
leader - and please take noiice of his reply. If he says you can't do it - he
isn't just being funny, but trying to be fair and considerate to you, himself and
the others out. So please chooce your walks with care.

I ses Snowdon is due soon. This is one walk when we reserve the right fto tell
you that you can make it or not. Personally - Snowdon and Tryfan are, I think,
the daddies of them all! Just pray we have a nice day.

Soon also we'll be holding our usual summer swimming walks - wonderful lazy days
by the sea. Please take note of the Riot Act rcad by the leader - it is all very

important and not said just for a larfgh. They are ac follows:
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Going through the fields we approached another hill, and coming over
this and down through the valley we saw the little town of Hebden Bridge
mapped out before us. The first sign that we were making for this spot came
when those ahead disappeared without wamming over the edge of the path. We
followed suit onto a road where we were slated by a 1oca1 for straggling - he
didn't see what came behind!!

When Bernard had rounded up the would-be deserters he spurred us on with
the promise of coffee and Benediction. We soon discovered that neither was
available just then so pressed on down the road for another mile to the bus stop.
Road-bashing would have spoiled the day - strangely enough we all agreed
wholeheartedly on that - so we bused in into Todmorden to our favourite coffee
bar. Having well filled up any spare time we took the station by storm, only
to be informed that the train would be 44 minutes late., In an effort to get
a spec before the waiting-room fire it was twice announced that tae train had
arrived. Unfortunately -the only people who didn't take us seriously were
thoge before the fire. AIl the other unsuspecting travellers were twice given
a breath of fresh air.' If they din't know what to expect from Liverpool by
now they never willl!!!

The journey home was gquite uneventful as all we had energy for was
ginging and eating. Even the renegades were worn out.

Well Bernard, thank you for a most enjoyable day. Hit was hexhilerating.

*%¥%% Hexhausted *%¥#

RAMDLING PROGRAMME
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Date - Ralble Mcet Tire Leuder Cost
(approx)
Muy W SNOWgON éA&D) St Johns' Ln. 9.45 B.Bdwards 10/-
ouen co
(goth 4 & U wolks will Lo strcnuous)
Muy 11 CLERGWYLE Juizes St.Stn. 10.20 M.Robcrts 6/~
(Moder. te wolke epinners WITH BOOTS).
M.y 18 TODMORDEN  kxchonge Stn.  9.45  B.Potter /64
(Moderate wulk).
Muy 25 .
Whit SL’EEDA Tk ) ' ! .
Moy 26 Swheamiig — Exchange St 10 go ¥ Mooy, 2

Whit MONDLY % @ Trewv- Dereis mr Chug.

B o o o e Tt T e s
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We had a brand new leader for the 'B' party - Frank Molloy
Most people on the coach decided to go ean the 'B' walk - and whether
this had anything tu do with the leader or not, is anyone's guess!!!!

Only half a dozen hardy types parted company with us
Just outside Bala, and to this small number we waved goodbye, and
smiled cynically - only helf concealing the look ¢f 'I'm alright Jack'
which crept over more than half tue remaining ramblers' faces.

Starting off at a good pace, we climbed up and up, rested,
then up and up again. May was heard to remark, more than cnce between
gasping fer breath - "This is goed trainin' for Tryfan". Did you
really find it so?2? '

My word, the lake below us looked very inviting - we
were all mighty hot, being quite unprepared fur the hut sunny day
which had ceme to us literally out vf the blue. A paddle would have
been ideal to coonl our heels.

Stopping for a while Ann came acrosg = little lamb, and
after we had all cooed over it, cuddled and stroked it, we had the
greatest difficulty in returning it to its respective parents. We almos
lost Bill, who out of the goodness of his heart, took it the first mile
or so back to its fold, then lost his way back .......

Eventually, when our little flock was gathered together
under its shepherd we set off, bemoaning the fact thet our leader was
showing no mercy for those of us who had been to Saturday night
parties, or had had banana sandwiches for dinner!!!!

However, 'up on top' we had a break for tea, and hared
down to a stream for water to "aid digesticn". This procedure is
guarenteed to aid indigestion, but I didn't like to say anything at
the time for fear of causing an atmosphere. Others, Judging from their
green faces, obviously felt the same??!!

There was chaos down at the stream. Bill went berserk
and tried to drewn anyone who came within yzgrds of him. ZEventually we
calmed him down and our heppy little (sorry, rather large) party made
sur way through field and farm back into Bala

Father James very kindly delasyed Benediction for half an
heur to enable the "A" perty to get back in time, and gave us a very
interesting 1little talk before Benediction on the Cathelic church in
Bala. We were gll rather shocked to learn that he hau only 12 parish-
ieners - ro wonder he was so pleased to have us thers.

So ended the day - thank you Frank for a levely walk.
We all 1lmek forward to your next lead. .
*AKH¥ Maprie *****

N7 . .
} >~ N.B. Swiuming on Tuesdays and Fridays as usual - but ’?i;;51
h\k\f£2> vlease note the time is now 9 until 10 p.m. C%;ii}

Fhd bbbt bbb
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May 6th
ﬁl%f!ewoods v

Cethulic Rblrs.

Maﬁ 13th
P. L ] L
Cathalic Rblrs
May 20th
5a%HoIlc Rblrs V
Cadwa
May 27th

L'povl Jewish V
Cathelic Rblrs.

June 3rd

Catholic Rblrs V
Mossley Hill
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Section "E" Iadies
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May 6th :
Ca%EoIlc Rblrs V

Iittlewoods
May 13th ,
Ha%ﬁu]ic Rblrs V
Cadwa.

May 20%th '
WAcdlands B V
Catholic Rblrs.
May 27th
Ga%EoIlc Rblrs V
Cheshire Iines

June 3rd

‘No match
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Date M.C.

ey

7th May Ge.Skillicern

l4th " J.Bolan
2lst " H.O0'Neill
28th " nLes Girls"

o OCI AL
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Refreshments Washers-up. Gram, Carriers

Lady :
P.Naylef M.Doyle & P.Pluanping J.Waldron/MW.Robex
F.Johnston B. & J. Parry A. & P.htherton
E.Molloy S.Grosard & M.Gilmore J.West/J.Connell
P.Murray D.Fenlon & A.McCann  F.Rowe/G.Skilli-
corn.

PROGRAMNDME
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*  4th June June 4th  *
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Please make a speciesl effort during May to be early for Rosary
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The name of this ranble speaks theegggmﬂx//ﬁowever, 17 gallant
ramblers turned up from diverse sourc p ut Exchange Station.
When yours truly arrived the.energetic ienbers were indulging in
the usual togger gane until the tine crept perilously close to
10.5 - trdin tmeo

We occupied two comgartments on the train, six in one «nd 11
in t'other. On arrival at Bolton we were<me£ by three lads and
lasses from Bolton CRA. Togger followed while waiting to see if
any nore Boltonites were turning up. None came so the 23 of us set
off by bus to Horwich.

On arrival,'the nearcst cafe was found, and gallons of tea duly
consunied. Then we had to sturt the walk, which ruined what night
have been a very enjoyable dayi?!?!

It was a beautiful clear day with tenmperatures near to freezing -~
an icy gale blowing and the sun shining brightly but naking no
impression on the tenpcrature. After a while it struck us that
this was not the season for which Beethoven wrote his symphony, or
if it was, he hud a brillient imagination.

On we plodded till we reached the ITV mast, and reluy station.
There we found sone nice white snow... Certain menbers were then
pasted with snow whilst they tried to 'Catch a tan'.

As the niles passed by, therec entered into our heuds thoughts
of nice guiet rest but our leader, Longshunks, just turned a deafl
ear snd plodded on. However, when he did decide to huve a break,
in & ficld, he found the nunbers sadly depleted. Happily, hovever,
the numbers were soon accounted for, except for five brignt spurks
who seened to enjoy having a rozd bash, and went merrily on their
way. One kind soul set off after them wund the six eventually
joined the party - but 45 minutes later.

As darkness fell, we ended up at the bilg Barn. Therec an
Archery gane was in progress. Our leader walted behind to rully
the stragpelers und the archers were shooting their shafts us ne
care in. I noticed one or two on their knees praying for hin to
walk across the floor - however, he had some "Friends" who watched
and waited - «nd were discppointeddll

We then returned to Bolton - said goodbye to our DBolton

corpanions - and nade our way hone.
+++tbb 4+

P.S. The leader wishes to thank Marie for her assistance
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Well we have now left Easher fur behind us - but from all
reports it seems that everyone enjoyed the holiday. Especially
those who went away - the Borrowdale crowd had a whale of a
tine even though the 'snow lay deep aound then'. I heard
that Delia found a new way of sliding down a snow-covered hill.
Would it be difficult for nme to learn, Delia??? Margaret
‘Brennon left a little earlier to go to Joan and Leo's wedding,
which went off very well - and naturally the bride looked
really lovely.

The little_group thiat went to Bettws-Y-Coed fared better
with regard to the weather - except on top of Snowdon, where
the icy conditions made the going a little difficult.

Frank Molloy and Peter Atherton went along on their bikes, and,
hardy types that they are, attempted Snowdon in their cyecling
shoes. Now I've séen evcrytnlnglo..a,o.,

The tennis season has opcened with a bang. Yes, literally a
bang - Mona slipped and twisted her ankle on the very first
day. Hard luck Mona, but we hope it will be strong enough for
you to play on soon. We have our first match on the 6th May
so don't forget that Thursday is the special practice night.

Last Wednesday we were pleased to see Tony Naylor, who was
on his denob leave. He certainly has grown up - we can no
longer refer to him as Johnny and Bill's kid brother. By the
way he told us that his two %»ig brothers, thecir wives and
families are 'doing fine'.

Those of you who have seen the photograph Marie has of
Pauline McGrath will have noticed o change in her. A4 pretty
girl to start with -~ Canada has really glanourised her. She
writes that she hopes to be nhome the boeginning of August.

The State dance 1-~t Friday was enjoyed by all - but there
were sone feaces consy¢cuous by their absence. However, although
not as crowded as usual, therc was no lack of partners and the
floor was always 'well attended'. The girls as usual looked
their stunning best (I certeinly fell for Mays lilac dress) -

I also necrly fell doing the Conga. Trying to bend right down
reninded ne of school-davs, w«nd norce recently, exsroises under
Elleens! tuition.

Now thet the swimming is from 9 to 10 p.rm. on Tuesdays and
Fridays, maybe we will have rore going ulong - those whe
couldn't conc before becuuse of night-school. DBecause it has
proved so successful we cre continuing right through the summer -
so you have no e¢xcuse for not being able to swinlii Once you
can breathe under water (sorry, NOT breathe under water) you're
three~quarters the way to swinming - well so I'm told. Certainly
Peter goes to town when he's practicing (no offence meant).

¥
+++ Socilalite s+++
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