

















Destinution Dolomites

(Intrepid adventurers;: Frank Fitzmaurice, John Watkins,
Paul Warner, Bob Banks and
Barry Dooley)

After a trouble free sailing, our f&rst night was spent in a
camp site in Calais where the following day we rendezvoused with Paul
Warner, then the show was on the road.

Through the mundane villages of north east France (where the scenery
was left to be desired) we sped in a hired Volkswagen mini-bus, jam—
packed with Moneysave food.

Passing by way of the town of Liege in Belgium, we attained the
border with Germany where the autobahn replaced the motorway. Our
initial resting place was Aachen, proclaimed Aix~la-~Chapelle by the
French, renowned for its medicinal springs, believed to be some of the
hottest in Europe. The intake of the local beverage was much to our
liking where it was & frequent sight to observe the entire family gathered
around the table having a fine old time. Nevertheless, what was to
become our final "nightcap" lapsed into the early morning whereupon a
Publican a__ wife entertained us with their "brew", and flatly refused
payment for it, also not forgetting the character by the name of Mathias
who kept John on his toes with a boxing spree.

Off again along the zutobahn we travelled, the five of us, by-
passing the outskirts of Cologne, likewise Frankfurt, Koblenz, Mainz,
Mannhein not exactly picturesque countryside, flat and uninteresting
in fact.

That same night was spent in Munich on a well-equipped camp site
full of amenities., Certainly A+ must be given compared with the shameful
sites one endures at home. Munich, capital of Bavaria, encompassing
neo~classicism, and noble vistas is a properous, gregarious city.

The most distinguished scenery without question we all agreed was
along the approaches to Garmisch, 2,362 ft. up in the Bavarian Alps,
gituated in the broad flat valley of the Loisach, bordered by sheer
mountains which offer every facility for winter sports.

Then came Innsbruck which we took to our bosom. The ancient capital
of Tyrol situcted in the wide valley of Inn, commands @ view of beautiful
high Alpine scenery above well populated mountainside. Still largely
late Gothir Innsbruck displeys the old Tyrolean style of architecture
with beautiiul oriels and doorways nd narrow house frontages. Handsome
buildings of the Renaissance Baroque period besides Rococo periods
remind one of the grandeur of the city under Habsburg rule. Here we
frequented & certain bor in the town where two characters joir-d our
~company. One gave us a recital of a Hungurian rapsody and dispiay of a
bullet wound in his leg, whilst the other kept greeting everyone with
a hearty slap on the back accompanied by a knuckle-crushing handshake,
.and hearty laugh.

We Jjourneyed aacross he Brenner pass (used as far back as Roman



mes), the lowest most important rcad between Austria and Italy and
into north east Italy, chaning once again our Austrian Schillings into
Lira. Chiusa (Klausen),being our destination point that night, was
an eye--catching town deep in the Isarco Valley characterised by
Tyrolean-style architecture corbelled houscs painted with frescoes
and wrought iron signs in the street,

Also we must not forget Sabicna Monastery above Chiusa with its
remaining medicval fortificationg, We_.gll paid g jaunting visit there
onc afternoon for curiosity as. this nonastuwy locked.so gvertowering
espeeially when. spotlighted at night. It was a sight-seeing must,
although to reach the top for an uwe-lnsllrlng view meart a climb up
countless steps,

Boleano due to its prox1n1ty to the Dolow1tos becumu our second
stopping=-point, The town itself is blllngu“l and in the elder part.
rather German in character, Ivs volleys produce great quantitics of
wine and fruit as we ‘obgerved and che has a magnificent: view of the
snow-capped Delomites including an intcrvening olateuu of good farmlng
land. . :

Ortisei becarie the third vantage point for the Dolomites’ 1y1ng in -
the magnifieent surrounds of the Vil<Gardena, Ortiséi is-an 1mportant
resort strung out anong fir woods where rany sumncr visitors and’
especialIy=skiers dwell for a time, The local inhabitants, who are -
attached to their traditions, speak the ©ld Latin ‘dialect, - Meny are
Woodcarvers, MnOoO beautiful flgurutlves deplct nainly rellglous
inagerya : : - .

Leaving off101a¢ photograaher Bob Banks behlnd at his requcst (as
he only had running shoes) the four of us begen the initial excursion .
to the Basgsio Lungo o colossal and spectocular mass which can be
admired frum all sides., The volkswagen, with Frank at the hclm,
progcuded-alony; the narrow confined nountain road at some 3000 ft, The»
surit of our olimb would be well over 9000 -ft, This we achiéved after
nany hours ‘slogging over rugged and grandiose lime sténe predominantly
pirk in colour. The naoture of the soil and the effects of erosion have’
created a fe+inetive landscape; steep rugged rocks take the forms of
towers, beirries, or dones with csentler slopes at their feet which are.
covered with alpine. pastaros connifers and crops.

Shortage 'of space requixes a brief report of Paul Warner's mlshap
on our descent, I will slip the prelininerics end just say that no
sufficient ackuowledguent of pratitude will cver suffice when nentioning
the courdgeous port the Italian alpine .Corps (including the fustrian.
Mountain vuides) who by chance were staying at the. mountaln cabin,
enacted in retrieving Paul's exhausted body from the pre3191Cm he was
trapped upon for nuncrous hours. »Merition rmst also be nade of the vigil
of Jolin ‘and Frank after *hey had pinpointed the approx. spot wherc Paul
lay, and -their dcsceent down te the valley -to feteh the cradle stretcher
that was to transport Paul down :the rocky iricline to the Jeep awaiting
hin for Bolzano General Hogpitol. "The hospital deserves an ace~lade for
their skil: re .f Paul _ ial | sk TItalian d to | w._«. whon
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Cattolica became our foll 'dng port of call situated south of Rimiwmi,
wher: ach resort continues to succecd each other in an almost unbroken
line, Wec visited the hotel where two female ramblers were staying and
took the opport——*ty of taking o showcr there, 4ifter a night of
torrential rair .o decided to vigit Venice,

Venice fanous the world over with it's assemblages such as St,
Mark's Squo re, it's covered galleries that shelter famous cafes
frequented by many a llterary gerius,_ The Bridge of Sighs dated from
about 1600 owes its nane to the lanentations of prisoners who were
conducted across it to thelr plage of exccution, Casanova was
incarcerated there,

Well, after lcaving unforzet¥ablé Venice the remaining places
we passed through were Irmsbruck (iustriza), Lichtenstein, Zurich,
Basle (Switzerland), Gernany along the Autobehn across the Rhine into
Strasbourg where we were unfortunately unable to contact Jose as she
was away on a ski-ing holiday,

To conclude the holiday I wish to rccord my thanks to John and
Frank for their perseverance at the wihecel of the nini~bus,; not
forgetting Bob's contribution, undoubtedly the rambler's undisputed
photographer of the yegr.

Barry Dooley

f?:;. PAUL oulai visihwes to thonk thc cowrdttee cadl el blers
of the elub fo h vin the oencfid dosee  for hive
Fe yrg only sorry he wid ave vin tue oJhle o F whisky!!!
. : o
WHO ARE THE NEW RAMBLING&SOCIAL
CHAIRMENT®
ANSWFR t RAMBLI /G CUL.IRMAN: DENNISKEENAN
" Vo O . 4 ITRM LAY e JOHY GIBB.

850CIAacl CEATIRMAN:MARGARET DILLON,

who will be assisted by‘ALAN JOYNSOA .

STOP PRESS : The Annual Retreat will be crganized by Peter Glenn
instead of John C(Clarke as stated elsewhere in the Newsletter.

ReI.Pe Your‘grayers are requested for Mike Lewis}s father who dieﬁ
= recently

HL-“QYour prayers are reguested for irs, udlth Yates, the

blonde barmaid ,who served regularly at the Clubroom, and who died-

suddenly. = '. , She was buried at Wect Derby Cemctery.
PAMILY —-=-—=SECGTION
Vinke NOVEMBER ~-HOUSE MEETINGat John & Kathleen Byrn:'shouse 5
'''' 21, Beechburn Rd., ~ff Western Ave.,JUYTON WITH ROBY

%1‘fh NOVEMEER Walk frem R.A.Chalet, Maeshafn,Mcld 1p.m. start.
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To mark the return of hardy Rambler Brian Keller, from
the States, I reproduce below a verse from a former
rewsletter:

¥ OOLY BACKS EYE-VIEVW

b ead with heavy ”1ﬂen.eccent)

I-went out wi' Ramblers last Sundeay
T6 t'lakes on a coach, ‘it were &rand,
A Tag full o' butties and I were on t! way
‘With : >a1r ‘ot pit boots in me Yand.

A lad with ved hair seemed‘the'big boss,
He came round collecting the cash, = .
‘But it turned out as leader of walk was,.
“A'big lad, called Brian, with 'tash, -

'All t'lads on the coach bhey were Joklng,
Until it were time to gt off

Then one made out he were ChOLlnb,

And another developed a couah

But Brian he stocd for no foollng

And made it quite plain right away

As it stated quite clearly in t' ruling
That no one should stop in t‘cafe

We set off but leader were crafty
He moved himself nght to he back
By now it were getting quite drafity,
I was glad I'd remembered me mac !

On reaching the top of a mountain,

Leader cried, "Stop for a bit",

And T fell to tre ground with a sharp paln
Like a cowboy who' s JhBt been hit.

For what seemd 11ke no more than a minute
We struggled to gasp-in sme air

Then like hare be ing chaséd by a whlnpet
We were off with no time to spare.

Then darkness descended and spread her black veil
And t'lasses tegan to get scared,

"This never would happen in Kirkdale"

A young lady's voice declared.

After stumbling for what seemd +vo weeks
And. getting soaked through to .the skin,
Colour weturned *o t'ma jority's ~+-aks
When B..an said TI!11 get 'em in-,

by Nobbut A. Grandlad.
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- SPOTLIGHT ON THE CHURCH IN TODAY'S WORLD
(A LOOK AT TOPICAL QUESTIONS BY "FACT®"DER")

YR o BERESTS o F o R SR i B TR RRI LS Hxrx

IN A ‘recent forthright statement, Pope PAUL made it clear
that the ordination of women is an 1mp0881b111ty and dlscus31on ofit.
completely futile..

This at first sight seems unfair to women.gonsider, however

the following interesting quotes, which clarify the Church's position.
Dr. Eric Mansell( distinguished Anglican theologiw:) "If women want to

be as like men as possible, that can only mean that manhood is essent—
ially superior tc womenhood. This is not a view that any Christian
should accept; its basic absurdity is seen in the recent demand by a
member of the Women's Liberation Movement that women should refuse to
bear children any rmore and that scientists should 1mhed1ately perfect
the technique of growing babies in test tubes!
-Archbishop Robert J. Dwyer( Of the U.S.A.)"The refusal to recognize
the difference of the sexes while asserting, indeed proclaiming their
equality is of a piece with much of. the woolley thinking that passes
for philosophy today. Yet the most obvious thing about men & women is
that while sharing the same humanity absolutely equal in God's sight
they share and posses it in different ways, adapted to different funct-
ions,.

If women insist upon total non-differentiation, then surely
men have a just complaint against the divine ordering of things
inasmuch as they are radically incapable of bearing children [f it

happens that in the Christian economy the priesthood is reserved for

the male of the species (and there can be no doubt that Our Lord
deliberately instituted and orderd it so) thertis no injustice done to
women, no right denied her,

For to speak of the priesthood as a right inhering in human
nature is to mis understand its very nature, It is a function institut
-ed by God Himself to which men only are called, not by right but by
God's choice. The Church could no more change or disturb this divine
ordering of things than she could change the dogma of the Trinity or
repeal the Real Presence. Not even sheer necessity, the dearth of
vocations could justify her in modifying itVl..

Significantly, none of the 12 apostles were women but

Cur Lord called women to follow Him in other ways.
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THE ARNBUAL RETREAT OF THE L. C. R. A,
\\ A MIXED RETR®"" T R RAMBLER S&FRIENDS
4

will be held at theR etreat douse at Bishop Bton Managte—r ~-
SUNDAY 30 thy¥: VEMBER ,commen01ng at wvows 10e v aeine
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