





. .Sink Bay’/
 H.M,». Werrior,
Northweood

Dear Ramblersy
Thank you so much for continuing to send the monthly newsheet

to ne, keeping me in touch with the rambles you Tget up to! all the
tlmeg .

It seems like an age since I last went on one myself, and it
looks like another one coming up, for having tjust! (well; 8 nonths)
returned from a 12 month draft to Malta I'm now due to: leave for .a
spell of hospital work in Gibraltar. Well I suppose there is the
'Rock! (is there anything elsel}?) to climb and the 'reception' fron
the Apes on the summit, which is something that can't be offered on
the Sunday Ramble. (phew!)

Wishing I could join you on another but, it seems not for the
present., Meanwhile regards to those of you who do, good luck and
good weather. .

Yours sincerely
Bab Whittle
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CHRIS McHUGH.

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul

of Chris lMcHugh who died earlier this month in a

Glasgow hospital. Chris had been very seriously ill

for many months but made light of his problems, indeed

he was more interested in helping others when possible,

than worrying about himself. ILast year he was one of

our " regulars" and yet he was unknown to many for he-

moved in A quiet and gentle manner, Those members on

our last retreat will perhaps remember him for his

willingness to assist with the readings and services.

Over the last year he has helped to produce a little

variety in the Newsletter with the introduction of full

page cartoons, the last of which is our back cover this

‘month. Two Weeks before his death Chris sent the followlng

message to all dambling friendsi-

" The letters and card cheered me up and I badly needed that—

- the Novena Mass Bouwquet gave me a profound feeling of Joy and Peace,
for that I can't thank you enough. I wish you many years of Rambling
fun'- leaving you with the many happy memories of the adventures and
mishaps of each Ramble. Your grateful frlend, Chris McHugh. '

May he rest in Feace.



The Skye Boat Lampoon

D, Day for our Skye holiday, 22nd iugust, dawned cool and bleak,
which was a bad onen for the following week was not only wetbut we
heard runours that Noah had been seen hanging around PeTrtree's karbour
boat yard, but nontheless a darm good time was had Dy ajar -... the
water was taken in the right spirit, mainly 100% Scotct. .suey.

The drive from Scouseland to the Haggis Bashers hc . is fast but
long, the Roman Soldiers answer to the trek northy the l..2. Sharing
the driving between a car-=load nakes the 300 odd niles journey bearable,
but I think Mike Bradley must still be suffering fron tarmac blindness
as he unfortunately had the total drive to himself, 'The monotony of
the narathon was broken by the novelty of a Loch crossing, from =
Glencoe to Ballaehullsh on b ferry carrying six cars at a tine, also
advertising sheep carriage at 2p a head, but as none of us were prepared
to travel steerage it cost us considerably norcs.

Herc I should mention that I travelled in the company of Pat
Moss Unsworth; Ursula 'teach' Norton and Phil Squashed Champion Gillies,
in Pat's new Lamborghini which had a striking rcsemblance to a Viva
SL converted into a 15 ton BRS Wagon by the luggage, .

As we arrived in the car park of the Milton notor-in, (a 0,75
Star cstablishment) Peter Mac, who we hadn't seen at all that day,
arrived in his MB. GT. GEC 1600 Gas Cooker with outboard notor, 1
ninute behind us carrying no lesser personages than Phil Walsh, Daphne
Kenna and Mike O'Shea, who .made-up-the-total arriving on friday, the
further sewen's L.T.si. was for the following day,

That night the eight of us went to MacTavish'!s Kitchen in Fort
Willian for a superb neal, followed by a cheeseboard, which was only
accepted by the trotting Gournet of no fame at all, who nearly
bankrupted the nanagenent by his glutonous acceptance of the waitresd!
gener031ty, including a portion of high Stilton, which got ripe acclain
fron 25% of the people present, 50% lcft and 15ﬁ fainted, the renaining
10% must have already been- dead.

Our first norning was clear and bright so some NUT suggestcd we
climb Ben Nevis, and all having been tarred with the same brush, we
did, Or at least half of it, because thc weather changed and the
nist enveleoped us, so follow1ng a zany phatographlc session undexr
influence of the rarefied air at that cltitude (Hummn) we descended
to the valley floor and toddled hone to the Milton to mcet the remainder
of our intrepid team, Clare Conlon, Theresia Griechisch, Mike Bradley,
Mary Barrett, Anna Kupiec, Frank Johnson and Daye Newns. '

And so to Skye via Lochalsh ferry, a uore inpressive 30 vehicle
carrier, Our first impressions of Skye werc of blcak but majestic
nountainous landscape. The lower lards bplnb carpeted with heather

ana peat, and the forbidding peaks picrcing the low cloud, We found.
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to occasional bouts of verbal rubbish which we were Later 1O 1.i0d dlsy



guided his pen. As we found the following morring on closer inspection
of the insectarivy cun toilet and showers, where ther¢ sere numerous
hand written signs, advising, deterring and even threatening 'in their
nessages, ranging fron advice to use the correct toilet roll to avoid
erbarrasnent?? to the penalty for allowing ones dog to foul the site
which was expulsion as "we do not want that kind of person here,"

The capital of Skye, Portree is small and soon explored, but in
nitigation had a terrific draught, McKewins Export, but only partaken
of by the ramblers to be sociable and to guench the fire of the excellent
whisky which of course was only teken for medicinal purposes to keep
out the cold, or the heat whichever was appropriate at the tine,

On the monday after arrival the bir~ Secret.was hatched or big
C... if you happened to be the excluded .arty. . The plan, to organise
and execute a party and presentation for Phil and Peter to congratulate
then on their €ng2genent . A1l went well, ale, wine and present bought,
hutties and orses dooves mnade a2 nd hidden, but then it came to 9,45pn
in the local hostelry and the attenpt to con Peter that we had no desire
to stay for the last drink buil return to the site for a sinple sing
song dong with Mike. We all left and they stayed, we returned to the
vang and waited in darkness for then to return, they did return later(!)
ondl entered the 'van to be greeted by strains of "Congratulation  and
tus assordian and camera flash cubes which is a nind bending experience
out of the total darkz-3s I can tell you, But fortunately Pete and Phil
were nore surprised than we were and there followed a party the 1ile
of which w1l never be seen again, 15 people in what felt like a vup=-
bee.2d, but dancing was managed and from the experience, it is suggested
that the next annual dance be held in a telephone kiosk, t-- effect is
very friendly. )

We a ttended a couple of ceilidhs, which were in true highland
gapi~it  some of the folk there in traditional dress, complete with

ki sporrans and dirks, the men of course were dressed a little more
co vtively. (Tch) The a tmosphere was infornal, lively and healthy

anw o grLeal success with us,

During our stay as I have hinted the weather was worse than poor,
but being the hardy stalwarts we are; 14 Ranbles were atteupted, 12 of
these to the toilets and showers and back and one which-was only 500
yerds long; butatough 'A' walk nade nore difficult by driving rain and
the knowledge tha® the cars were getting wet so we returned to protect
then, One ramble did get off the ground, but fortunately I was not on
1t as I was one of the advance party in dceiving Peter and Phil and

d to go to town with Pat and Ursula to plot and buy.

One fateful day,which was our only clear day, we set off to the
north of the island to catch the steaner to the isles of North Uist,
Harris and Lewis. Tarbert the capital and harbour of Harris was ruch
smaller than T had inagined, and was soon seen which is Just as 111
because the steansr only allowed us 50 minutes before sailing bacs to

kye, Harris yﬂped was on sale ¢ £1,50 a mile °?!' sorry yard, which
I gather is considered to be very cheap., We retu...ed to the ship for
its departure, and watched nostalsiclv as the anav aide elinned auaxr



then to our surprise saw-three Hapris natives who were doubles of
Frank Johnson,  Mike Bradley and Phil Gillies, all running along the -
quay ‘toards the fast departing ship. We had a'‘quick head count and
search in the bar just to ascertain that it was in fact our own three
nerry lads, we waved to then in recognition and to comfort their
distress, md they waved back in farewelld We implored the ship's
crew to act sensibly in this situation, but they assured us not to
worry there was no chance of theé ship turning about, Nor did their
problems end there, when they did return to us we pulled their legs
unmercifully, "Have you been feeling 'Harrised'" and "If you were
cast away on a desert island which 8 granophone records would you
choose to take with you?" etc, but in fact by all accounts they had
a darmn good ti~e whilst in exile for a full 24 hours, unlinited 100%
whlskey and even young ladies being brought to meet such rarltlos,

(a complinent lads I assure you)

Lnyway as muoh as we cngoyed the holiday, I have to say the last
day arrived too soon (and I daren't write anymore anyway, someones
got to type this lot) Ais I close I rust say to anyone who has not
yet been on an L.C.R.A. Holiday, you are nissing a lot, and as I have
ldarntt you get out what you put in and if you laugh everyone will
laugh w1th you. Try one, :

Peter Glenn
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Editors" Note ,

' Thls gives ne ‘an ideal opportunity to thank u11 our friends for
the good wishes arnd kindnesses shown to Phil and I on our recent

engagenent, | Many thanks,

Petcr Mc,-
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FAMILY SZCTION DIARY,

CCTOBER  5thesase. Tony and lcllie Roche's Walk

OCTOBER 17th...... Ken and Bvelyn O'Neill's House, -
: 16, Wgst Oakhill Fark, L13.
( off Broadgreen Road, by A11 Saints Church,)
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To a551st in the production of the next Newslestter, would
the Family Section please ensure that the Family Section fixtures
are in the hands - t*~ new #d**~~ fichie Cannon a,s.a-n.

Richie's auusess is shov_. he iront L.aer Coves.



ANNUAL SUBSCRIETIONS 75/76 -

Please note that your Annual.Subscriptioh was ‘due on 1st Septerber

1975 *

If you have not yet done so, please pay your subscriptions to
Anna Kupiec, our Registrare

Please note the new rates

Single Members £1,00p
Married Couples £1,20p

~ Members wishing to pay by post should write to:

Arma Kupiec,
- 128 Aintree Lane,
Liverpool 10,

Tel,No. 526-7978
Cheques or Postal Orders should be made payable to "The Liverpool
Catholic Ramblers Association",

Please help Airma by renewing your subscription as soon as possible.

Many thanks,

* AND NOW THE GOOD NuWS

The following new meibers who joined the Club in July and August
of this year, that is the last two months of the financial year,
ARE NOT REQUIRED TO RE-NEW THEIR SUBSCRIPTION ¥O:: THE CLUB YEAR
1975/76. :

THE LUCKY FEW ARE:

Madeleine Boyd James Church
Steven Fergus Ann Hartley
"Michael Lewis : Marian McNerney
Clare Morris Michael O'Brien

Raymond Percival Mark Roberts

and Marian Wilson



SrECTAL GENERAL MEETING 11th SEFT.1975

The following notes were extracted from the minutes of the above
neeting. It was not possible to refer to every person who spoke nor
to ensure a corrcct interpretation of those comments detailed below.
Thus your critis tms 1n reference to this report should be addressed
to he Editor who will clarify any anomolies in the next issue of this

Newsletter - all corrcctions must be in writing.

s, X e PR

The me=zting was opened with a prayer and then John Clarke as Chair-
man, introdused the neople on. the.top.table. wno.were, Cyril Kelly (Vice
President’, Cexry; Penlington (Treasurer), Daphne Kenna (General Secretary),
Frank Mullin (Social {hadivman) and Frank Johnson (Rambling Vice Chairman).
John stated that a 75% najority was needed to pass the motion. He
asked that non--Catholic 'mcuwberi? presesnt should spoil their ballot
paper: ard also ciressed *thav the people who did speak should speak as
ind“riduals (no% as Comnittec Membsrs eic.)

After officially proposing the motion, Frank Mullin explained "Associate
Membership". He went on ~ “this subject has been raised before.
Basically, changs is dcsired because we are proud to sk..e our Club

with our friends. Memec s of the cIergx “1ve been contacted to ascertain
their vicws, some are in favour, some against; Archbishop DBeck has also
been contacted and has no oojection,” .

. »

Frank Jobhnron formally seconded the proposal ahd’thén reserved the
right to comment at the end of the meeting. He did, however, ask
that membars voted "with the best interests of the C' ™ as a whole

in nind."

Margar-® Unit™ "I have bsen in this Club for about 7 years and I was
one ol tne proposers “he last time this issue was raised." She added
“Therce arc alrealy non-Catholic ‘nembers' in the Club and it seens that
some mensrs want o get rid of them, but why? They are good members
and if ths vote gocs azainst them it is probable that they and their
Cacholic frisidc in the Club will leave. .....-. The basic objection

L narviages....this is & "red herring".....after all

: whling Club not a Marriage Bureau....BEvery argunment I

have hearl r=scns U0 be in the pzst tence but as a Club we nust look
formerd. We nuas®t progress and make sure that the Club is one everyone
is proud o join ax Christians,™ ’ '

Harold Bu "I understand provision has been made for the non-Catholics
alrecdy in the Club., I am aware of the fear that thcy will .be "hoofed"
out tcmorrzcy but I don't thirk anyone in the Club would be that heartless.
As regorcs 1o T'ubves, the Family Section arc certainly looking fe.ward.

I would like vo think that nmy caucnter in a “ew years time will join

vhe samc Lind oi Club as I joinzd. Why do we want to change the Club?

It dg uniqro, WL not ksep 1t so. Progress 1s not necessarily for the
enod, § .

i3 &

onvert., I chose to be a Catic..c
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live your faith, We want people tc share it and get to know
about it but we we will not do this if wec become insular, We have an
opportunity to become missionaries in our enjoyment of Rambling by
introducing non=Catholicsto Catholics,"

Richie Cannon "I have served on. the Committee for 2 years and it has
been ny experience that we are in debt to non=-Catholic nmeibers for
their support." : :

Bill Roberts "I object toc Margaret Smlth'“ cormients re. Christian Club.,
It is not taught in schools that we should be Christians and not
Catholics, 4s regards nixed narriages, narriage has cenough problens
without the partners being of different faiths., We want to keep the
faith. and we want our children to keep it also., Frank Mullin talked

of safeguards, vetting prospective merbers etc. If prospective

nenbers heve not been vetted in the past why will they be in the future?
Are we going to change the Constitution because of such things as -
nen=Catholics supporting our activities? This process will be a
continuing .one and we will not be able to reverse it."

Tony Roche Was worried about the reasons put forward for the. change = -
"too vague - in a few ye.rs this will not bec a Catholic Club = the
Club will change conpletely, I an opposed to it."

Lesley Roberts "You can't say that the Club is no longer Catholic
becausc non=Catholics attend, The Club only changes if it loscs its
ideals and this has not happenecd, Christion and Catholic are the
same not.opposite, There are bound to be warriages in the Club but
this is not:the-ain of the Club."

Mona Roberts asked if someone from the Junior Section would speak
against the notion. (no couent from Junior Section at this time).

Mike Marsden "I came to the Club, not with narrisge in wmind, to
enjoy Rambling in the conpany of Catholics, I do not sec the need to
chinge the Club...., The change could destroy it and to lose something
as uniquc as this would be a great loss,"

Margarct Smith "I am a Teagher in a school which now acccepts Non-
Catholics and I find this situation very difficult.....l think the
Club should remain Catholic."

Frank Fitznaurice "Why is this Club unique?"

Bill Roberts It is unique because all the members are Catholics."

Frank Fitzmaurice This did not answer his question, "I want to know
why the atnosphere is unique."

Lesley Roberts HK,ised the questien of Parish Clubs.

Bill -Roberts "Catholic Youth Clubs have now ccased as such and become
non~denoninational in order to obtain a grant....l repeat that this
Club is Catholic and thercfore unique,

Frank iitzoaurice Does not think the Club is unigque, "This Club has
a niddle class atnosphere thc sanme ag many other clubs."

Mrs, Brennan Did not agree. "I feel the Club should romain Catholic,"




Phil Gillics "Ft seem that nany pcople are opposcd to the motion
because they are frightened of change .... in my opinion this is a
good club and should be open to Non-Catholics,"

Harold Burns "The Club is unique because of the /nnual Mass, Benediction
Ranblcs, Tinnual Retreat etc - we also have another unique organisation

in the Lake District - The aim of the club according to the - original
Constitution is to bring together Catholics and provide then with
recrcational end social facilities .. Legally if the Consitution is...
changed the word Catholic in the title. should go."

Richic Cannon speaking on-the religicus aspect "The Catholic Church -
‘should be | ropomandlstcr ghould we be like the 12 Apostles before the
Hely Ghost cane, sitting in a locked room? .. If Non-Catholics are
adnitted they will not control the club and it will be in the power
of the comnittec to bring the religious aspect to the fore."

Tony Rochp The Apoestles would not allow anyone to join the early
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Cnurch befOLG bec01n a Catholic,"

Mlkb Brallev "T have been coning to the club for about 2 years.and... ..
during that time I have very rarely hcard rcligion discussed, I think
ig is a bad thing and T think the admission of Non-Catholics would
stirmlate rcligious discussivn., We seen to be concentrating on the
negative aspects of the change and not the positive aspects .such as
this ...~.» I do not think that the adnittance of WNon-Catholics would
change the ideals of thc club apd I do not think that in 2 or 3 ycars
time the club will be flooded with Non-Catholics."

Gerry Finncgen "I think Frank Fitznaurice nay heve frightened sone

of the older nembers, But 1 think the club will always attract a
certain type of person,,..I want a Catholic Club for rny children but
I think that the Catholic Ramblers will reiain Catholic no natter who--.
is here," n 1

Arthur Brockway "I thought the Gonstitution allowed the entrance of
mnixed.couples into the club."

Cyril Kelly "The Constitution does not say that, but it is an
unwritten law of the club," R

Mergeret W liscn "I think the club will always renain Catholic and
I do not sce > that putting 'yes'! or 'no' on a ballot payer will nake
any diffcerence,"

Ursula Norton "It was said that the committee wished to allow Non-
Catholics tu join the club to boost meubership. This is nonscnce,
the neobership figures are alrcady high and do not nced boosting,
es.The fear the club will be run by Non-Catholics in 1y opinion is
not justified, only well neaning Non~Catholics will want to join.," -

Peter Glenn "I think this is a geod club and we shoulu share it with
C*herSesa..1 do not think Tony Roche was cntirely ccn-* ir Wi~
statement regarding the early cimarch," o

.ob 1

The Chairman askced where she got this fi_ure from as it wos not known
how many Non~Catholics are in the club,



Bill Potter "It is unfortunatc the committec itself is not allowed to
speak," Here he was corrected and told that ncoabers of the committee
had spoken, but as irdividuals. Bill continued "If we are advocates
of denocracy we must consider the position we are putting the non-
Catholics in, "They ney. share in the day to dey running of the club,
but. have no part of the *power's. I do not think this is denseratic,

sessel sCC this proposal as ¢gnawing away the pillar of .Catholicisn

in the club., The Rosary and Benediction have not been said for a

long tine and I do net think it will be’ long before this, Club is no
longer Catholic, fbout 10 ycars ago the nerbership form had stated that
the applicant rust be a practising Cetholic, the word 'practising!

had been elininated," #

Richic Cannon "I would not expect to join o Jewish Club and run their
caffairs,”

Frank Mullin ..,"The General Cormittce weuld renain conposed of Catholics
and they would reserve the. right te refusc ne.bershipee..ihe only way
to show one's faith is to live it." -

Frank Johnson "I would heave liked to spoken for a luno tine but 1t

is now gotting late so I will nake just 3 points., First I can guarantep
therc will be no infiltrotion of non-Catholics, Secondly, if aenber's
faith decrcascs it is nut becausc of the-ncn-Cat olics in the Club,
Thirdly the najority of reole who spoke secrcd to have a very

insuler view,

Ballot now held - result: 65 for and 38 ggpoinst,: This gives a 63%
najority but as 75% is necded-the notion lS defeated,

ANNUAL — GENERAL MESTING = 9th, OCTOB:R 1975.

" The positicn of our ' Non-Catholic Members' . "

You may by now have read the Cathclic Fictorial report of the above
Meeting and noted in particular "the last paragraph whichreferred to
the possibility of a motion being put to the A.G.M. on the 9th. October
prop051ng that those Non~Catholics already in the dAssociation should
be'invited' to remain., It is understocd that such a motion is to be
put to the A.G.M. on the 9/10/75, the exact wording of which was not
available at the time of gecing tc press, but ,words apart, the
intention of such a moticn 1s plain encugh,

—-N- iz In accordance w1th the Constitution such a motion needs

only to be in the hands of the Secretary 7 days prior to the A«G.Me
and this does nct permit of a separate notice being prepared and
issued to egch member prior to the A.G.M. Iven if it were possible
the postage cost alone would make it prohibitive. -

Gerry Penlington.













